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«IIpuxiaoyeHust AJIMCHI B CTPaHe YyAec»

aBTOp JIbrouc KappoJsun



IMpenuciaoBue

ITonobHo TOoMy, Kak y Hac B Poccuu, TpyaHO BCTPETUTH B
WHTEJTUTEHTHON CeMbe TPaMOTHOI0 peOCHKa, KOTOPBIM HE 3HAI
Oopl «Cka3ku, O pblOake U pbBIOKE», TaKk B AHIJIMU HEIb3s
BCTPETUTh  pPeOCHKA, H € 3HAKOMOTO  C
«ITpukmroueHus MU AJTUCHI B CTPaHE 4yJIECH.

Vcnex, BBIIABIIMK HA JOJIO JOTOHM KHHUTH B AHTIJIHH,
MpEACTaBIIICT HEUYTO MCKIIOUHUTENIbHOe, HeObBajgoe. OHa
pacXoaUTCS B COTHSIX ThICAY OK3EMIUIIPOB, CYIIECTBYET B
JECITKaX Pa3IMYHbIX HW3JAHUM, JEHEBBIX W JOPOTHX,
OOBIKHOBEHHBIX W POCKOIIHBIX, HWJUIIOCTPUPYETCS JTyUIIUMHU
XyAoXKHUKaMH. OTHENbHBIE K€ €€ JMU30Abl CIYXaT axXe
TEMOIO IS CaMOCTOSITENbHBIX KapTuH. Her B AHMImMn
MHTEJUIMTEHTHOTO  JOMa, TJI€ B YHUCIE TIE€PBBIX KHHUT
HAYMHAIOIIETO YUTaTh peOEHKa W CpeAu JIFOOMMBIX KHUT



IOHOIIM WM [OAPOCTKA-IEBYIIKH, HE HAIUIOCh Obl
«IIpukmrouennit Anucel». Her HU 0AHOTO IpaMOTHOrO FOHOTO
aHTJIMYaHUHA, KOTOPBIA HE BOCTOPrajics Obl 3TOH IMOBECTHIO-
CKa3Kol0, HET B3POCJIOTO, KOTOPBIM HE BCIIOMHUHAI
OBl C YIOBOJIbLCTBUEM COXPAHMBLIMECS B €r0 MaMsATH T€ WJIHU
ApPYTU€ 3MU304bl U3 3TOW NPOYUTAHHOU B IETCTBE KHUIH.

Bea  momomas  AHrms  OyKBaJIbHO — 3a4MTHIBAETCS

«ITpuxmouenusimu Anuce». [locne «Xwxunbl g1 Tomay,
«Pobunzona Kpy3o»,—a 13 HOBOI JUTEpaTyphl — MOCIE

«Manenbkoro nopjaay», «HeoObIKHOBEHHBIX CKa30k» KwurinHra
u noBectel OJNBKOT — HU OJIHA JIETCKas KHUTA HE MMEET
TaM  Takoro  pacupoCTpPaHEHUs,  Kak
«ITpukntoueHust AMCHI B CTPAHE YYAECH.

[IpnunHa ycnexa KpoeTcs B OecClOpHOW OpPUTHMHAIBHOCTU

CIOJKETA, IIPUHOPOBJIEHHOTO

K TOHUMAaHUIO U BKYCY JIETel, U B CBOE0Opa3HOil 00paboTKe ero.
[To nyxy cBOeMy SIBISISICH TUIIMYHOW CKa3KOW, KHHUTA B TO K€
BpeMsl Jlajeka OT Ia0JioHa CYIIECTBYIOIIMX CKa30K M He
HaIlOMUHAET HU OJTHOW U3 HUX.

[TosmHbIE MIYTOK, OCTPOT, KYPHE3HBIX BBIIYMOK, HEBEPOSTHBIX
IOJIOKEHUM, HEBUHHBIX IAapoOJWM W Mp.,
«IIpuxmrouenus Anuce» IIPEJICTABIISIOT cobOol, Kak
3aMeydaeT OVH u3 KPUTHUKOB, «OTHO W3
OCTPOYMHEUIIINX IIPOU3BEICHUI MHPOBOM JETCKOM
JUTEPATYPBD». DTUM OOBSCHACTCS, YTO KHHTa, IOSBHUBIIASICS
CHayaja B AHIVIMM, CTaja TENepb OJWHAKOBO IMOIYJSIPHOW U B
I'epmanuu, u Bo Opannuu, u B Utanuu.



Ho octpoymue kuuru Kapposst coBepiieHHO cBoeoOpasHoe,
opuruHaibHoe. «CTpaHHas kKHural» — CKaXyT MHOTHE,
npountaB «lIpukmtoueHnst AnMCB», CKaXyT IOTOMY, YTO TOT
IOMOpP, KOTOPBIM OHHM HPOHHUKHYTBI, COBEPIIECHHO YYXKI
OOBIIGHHOCTH, M TMOTOMY, YTO B 3TOM IOMOpPE  OTPa3WIHCh
JAJeKO0  HE  BCEM  JOCTYNHbIE M IIOHATHBIE JETCKas
jgoruka W jerckas  ¢antasus.  Ho kpome Toro,
«IIpuxiroueHust AnuCeD» OJHA W3 TEX KHUI, KOTOpbIE
HEJOCTaTOYHO TOJBKO YHUTaTh: KaXKJIas CTPAaHULA, KaXKIbIA
3MMU30]1 TPEOYET OT FOHOTO YUTATENST Pa3MBIIIICHUS], 3aCTABIISET
€ro 3aJyMbIBaTbCs IOCTOSIHHO W BHUKAThb B CKPBITBIM CMBICI
LIYTKH WJIN BBIXOJKH FE€POEB.

[lepenats Ha Ipyrom sA3bIKE BECh FOMOP U BCE CBOEOOpa3ue
«IIpukmrouennit Anmcsl» O4eHb TPYIHO. Pycckas nepeBoaunna
crapajach BCE-TaKM BO3MOKHO TOYHEE BOCIPOM3BECTH
TOHKOCTH aHIVIMMCKOrO TOJJIMHHUKA W COXPaHUTh BCE €r0
IOCTOMHCTBA. B moBectn-ckaske Kappons BcTpeuaercs, Mexmy
IIPOYMM, PSIA  BECENbIX, CMENIHBIX CTHUXOTBOpeHuu. Ilpwu
IEPEBOJIE JTUX CTUXOTBOPEHUM TOXKE MO BO3MOXKHOCTH
n30erajguch OTCTYIUIEHHs OT MOJJIMHHUKA U W3MEHEHHUs, 1a0bl
IOHBIE PYCCKME YMUTATEIM M YUTATEIbHULBI ITOJIYYUIIM ITOJHOE
MOHATHE O KHUIE, KOTOpas CTajla TakOM IOIYJSPHOW B
AHITIMM ¥ KOTOPOIO 3aYUTHIBAECTCS YK€ HECKOJIBKO MOKOJEHUN
JIETEN B IPYTUX CTPaHaX.

Nnmoctpanmu B HACTOAIEM ~ PYCCKOM  M3JIaHUHU
BOCIIPOM3BEIEHBI IO AaKBapelbHbIM MW YEPHBIM PUCYHKAM
U3BECTHOTO aHIIMICKOTO XyAoxkHUKa Yapnsza Pobun3oHa,



YKPAIIAIOIIUM JIyYIllee, POCKOIIHOE JIOHJOHCKOE H3/IaHHE
MMOBECTU-CKa3ku Kappoosi.
KTo Hanuca npukIr0YeHust AJTUCHI

Y aHIIMHCKOro CBSIIEHHUKA JlomKCOHA, B MaJICHBKOM
ropozae JapcOropu, B 1832 roay poausicst CblH, KOTOPOMY Jalu
uMss  Yapnp3. Malbuuk poc JKUBBIM, BeECEIbIM, OOWKHM
IaJyHoOM, JIIoOMn Oerath, UIpaTh, Ja3uTh IO JCPEBbIM H
BO3UTHCS C JkabaMM U JIOKJAEBBIMH YEPBSIMH, KOTOPBIX
pa3apakal TOHEHBKHMHM TPYTHUKaMH, YTOOBI OHH JIPajUCh
MEXTy co0010.

Yapnp3z OBLT caMmblif CTapIIuii W3 OJUHHAAINATH JICTCH
cBsmieHHUKa. OH OYeHb JIOOWJ CBOMX MEHBIIUX OpaTbeB U
CecTep M NMPUIAYMBIBAI I HUX MOCTOSIHHO BECEJIBIE WUTPHI U
pas3BiieueHusA. Tak, C TOMOIIBIO 3HAKOMOTO CTOJIsIpa, OH
YCTPOUJI T€ATP MAPUOHETOK U Pa3bIrPHIBAI MTbECHI, KOTOPBIE CaM
counHs1. JIJIsi MEHBIIINX CECTEP OH CHeNall KapeTy-OMHUOYC, a
OOHAXJbBl CMAacCTEepUl JaXe IKEJIE3HOIOPOKHBIN Moe3,
BArOHbI KOTOPOTO COCTOSUIN



U3 TaukW, TEJNEeXKH M OouoHKa. B sTOM «moesnme» OH BO3MI
MaJEHbKHX IACcCaXXUPOB KPYroM cajJa, OCTaHABIMBAsACh Ha
CTaHUUSX, [JI€ 3apaHee NpUroToBiswl yromenue. Ho Bce 310 He
Memano Yapib3dy 3aHMMAThCs OYEHb YCEPAHO HayKamu.
OcoO6HHO OH TIPUCTPACTHIICA K MaTeMaTHKEe W JIOOWI
pemarb TpyIHbIE 3aJa4H.

Korga Yapip3dy MMHYJIO OJUMHHAAUATh JIET, OTEL €ro
nepecemwicas B ropoa Kpodr, kyma Obul mepeBeneH B
KauecTBE HAcToATENs LEepKBU. Yapiap3a OH IOMECTHI
IIAHCUOHEPOM B IIKOJy B PUUMOH/E, I/ie MaIb4uK BCKOPE CTal
BBIIETISITECS.  CBOMMM ~ OOJBIIMMHU  CHOCOOHOCTSAMHU  H...
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM BeCeNOCThI0. MeXIy NpouynM, OH OYEHb
a00ua 3a0aBisATh CBOMX TOBApHILEW paccKa3aMd O Pa3HBIX
HEObUIUIIAX.

Us IMAaHCUOHA B Puumonge Yapinss, yKe
BOCEMHAIATUJIETHUM OHOLIEH, MEepemiesl B JyXOBHYIO IIKOY
B Oxchopae —oaHy H3 CcTapedlMX M[IKOJ B AHIJIUU.
A 1O OKOHYaHMM Kypca, CJaB DSK3aMEH Ha JyXOBHOE
3BaHUE, OCTAJCS B 3TOM IIKOJIE PENOoJaBaTeieM M B TO K€
BpEMsI YMTAJI MPONOBEIHU B LEPKBH.

Jlrobumoro  Haykoro Yapnwsza JlomkcoHa —mpojoipKaia
OCTaBaTbCs MATEMaTUKA, K KOTOPOM OH MPUCTPACTUIICS €IIE B
nerctee. Temepp OH Haday caM [McaTb KHUTH 10
MaTeMaTHKe, COCTaBJISATh COOpPHHKM 3aJad, peHIeHUd u
OOBSICHEHUI MHOTHX CJIOXKHBIX BONPOCOB 3TOM HAyKH H T. II
OTU TpyAbsl BCKOpE MPOCIABUIM €r0 UMs CPEAM aHTJIMHCKUX
YUEHBIX.



boapmmoli M3BECTHOCTBIO IOJIBL30BAJICS Takxke JloAKCOH Kak
npornoBenHUK. K CBOMM mpomoBensM OH Bcerga TIIATEIbHO
TOTOBWJICS,, YATAJI MHOTO KHUTI' JTyXOBHOI'O COJIEP’KAHUS, U €T0
MPOTOBEAU OBLIN BCET/Ia OYEHb COAECPKATEIbHBI U HHTEPECHBI.
OOBIKHOBEHHO JIOJIA YYE€HbIE, B TOM poje, Kak JlomKCoH,
ObIBalOT OYeHb cepbe3Hbl. Ho J[0MKCOH, HAPOTUB, OTIMYAJICS
O4YEHb BECEJBIM HPABOM, OXOTHO IIYyTWJ, pPaccKa3bliBal
aHEKJOThI, CMEIIINJI CBOMMHM paccKazaMu JIpy3eil.

Bpewms, cBoO0oHOE OT 3aHATHM, MOJIOJIOH MaTEMaTUK OYEHb
JIOOUJI MPOBOJIUTH B KPYyry Jaerei. Y Hero ObLIO MHOTO
MQJIEHBKUX JIPY3€d — MQJIBYMKOB H  JE€BOYEK, C KOTOPHIMHU
OH TYJISIJI IO TMOJISAM M JIecaM, 3aHUMasi UX MPUIYMAaHHBIMU UM
CaMUM BECEJIBIMU «UCTOPUSIMW), W BBI3bIBASI BCET/IA IIIYMHBII
BOCTOPT FOHBIX CJIYIIATENEH.

Bo Bpems netHux kaHWKyn JIOJDKCOH YacTO COBEpLIA
MyTEIIECTBUS MO pa3HbIM CTpaHaM EBpombl, MOOBIBa, MEXIY
npouuM, B Poccuu u, Bo3Bpaiasch Ha poJiiHy, COOMpal BOKPYT
cebs1 aeTelt U pacckasblBall UM O TOM, YTO BUJEN, NMPUOABIISIS
BCETJla K CBOEMY pacCcKa3zy MHOXKECTBO IITYTOK U MPUOAYTOK.

B u4uncne roHbIX apysei JlomkcoHa OBLIM TpH JIEBOYKH,
cectpol Jlumnmens: Jlopa, Ammca u Oaurta. Mx ocobeHHo
moarooun  JIOMKCOH, KaTajcs ¢ HUMHM II0 IEJNbIM dYacaM B
JIOJIKE, COBEpIIa JJIUHHBIE MPOTYJIKU IO OKPECTHOCTSIM TOpoIa
U T. I

Bo Bpems ogHONM W3 TakuX MNOPOTYJIOK JIE€BOYKH CTajd
ynpamuBath J{o/pkcoHa pacckazaTh UM KaKyr-HUOYIb



MHTEPECHYIO U BECEIIYIO HCTOPHIO.

— Xopomo, — orBeTH J{OJIKCOH, — sI pacCKaxKy BaM, 4TO
IPOU30LLIO OJHAXIbl B TOJOBE OJHOW JIEBOYKH, KOTOPYIO
3Bau AJMCOMN.

N JlomkcoH cramm  pacckasplBaTh T€  yAMBUTEIBHBIC
NPUKIIOYEHUS, KOTOPBIE IOTOM COCTABUIIM LIETYIO KHUTY.

CecTpsl ciymianu pacckas, 3aTauB JpixaHue. Horna, yToOsl
HOJIpa3HUTh WX, OH OCTAHABIMBAJICS U TOBOPUIL
«A ocranpHOE s JOCKaxy BaM notom». — «llotom yx
OpUILIO!» — KpHYadu FOHBIE CIyLIaTeJIbHUIBI, — W OH,
UCHOJIHSS UX IPOCKOY, IPUHUMAJICS paccKa3bIBaTh JabliIe.

— Bce 310 ObUIO HAa camMoOM Jene? — clpaluBaid UHOT/A
JI€BOYKHU.

— BepostHo, — oTBeyan, cMmedach, [lomxcoH, — eciau He
Obulo, TO Morio ObiTh... He Bce nm paBHo? Brpouewm,
JOCITyIIaiTe 10 KOHIIA, TOT/Ia BCE Y3HAETE. ..

YacTh CKa3Kd O MPUKIIOYEHUAX AJUCH ObUla paccKa3zaHa
TaKiUM 00pa3oM B JIOJKE, 4aCTh — Ha HEOOJbIION MOJISIHKE, TOJT
CTOroM ceHa, rne JIoJKCOH M ero CiylmaTelbHHIbI CaauINCh
OTZBIXaTh MOCJIE MPOTYJIOK.

[ToBecTh-cka3ka, mnpuaymaHHas  J{OJKCOHOM,  OYEHb
3aMHTepecoBana Tpex cecrep Jluanens m oaHa U3 HUX, AJuca,
TE€3Ka TOM CcaMOW JI€BOYKH, MPO KOTOPYIO PpPaCCKa3bIBall
JIoJKCOH, ympocuia ero «HamucaTh BCIO CKa3Ky Ha Oymarey.
«51 X014y COXpaHUTh €€ Ha MaMsTh, IPOYECTh HA JOCYI'€ BHOBB,
J1a ¥ IO3HAKOMUTB C HEI0 MOUX MOAPYI», — IPUCTABAJIa OHA.



JIOJIKCOH HCIIONHUII JKEJIAHHWE JAEBOYKH U, CITyCTS HECKOJIBKO
HEJenb, Mepenal €l PYKOIMCh IOBECTU-CKA3KH, YKPACUB €€
CMEIIHBIMM HAMEPEHHO HEYKJIIOKMMH pUCYHKaMH. OTa
PYKONHCh MEPEXOIUIIA U3 PYK B PYKH CpeIu MOJAPYr AJKCHI, U
BCE OHM 4YHTaIU ee C¢ BocToproMm. CiydailHO MpO CKa3Ky O
OPUKIIOYEHUSAX AJMCBI B CTpaHE€ 4yAeC Yy3Hal OJUH
JIOHJAOHCKUW W3AaTeNb U Npeasioxkua JJo/KCOHy  HamedaTaTh
ee. JlomkcoH  corjacuics, ¢ yCIOBHEM, YTOOBI BMECTO €TO
MMEHM Ha KHUTE€ 3HAYWIOCHh BBIIYMAHHOE UM HMs, WIM TaK
Ha3bIBAEMBIN IICEBIOHUM — JIprouc Kappoub.

N Bot, B 1865 roay mosiBunachk B mpojake HOBas KHHUTA —
«lIpukiroueHuss AIMCbl B CTpaHE YyJec», MOINUCAHHAS
umeneM Jlptonca Kapponsa. Ha mnepBoii crpanune ee Obuio
IIOMEIIEHO  CTUXOTBOPEHHE, B  KOTOPOM  OIKMCHIBAJIACH
Iporyjika aBTOpa C TpeMs JI€BOYKAMH, BO BpPEMs KOTOPOH U
clarajiach 3Ta CKas3Ka.

«IIpukntoyenuss  Amucb»  cpa3zy ObUIM  3aMEUYEHBI U
MOCTENEHHO MpuoOpeTanu Bce Oousblliee U OOJbIIEE YHUCIO
YUTaTENEe Cpeau aHIJIMUCKUX JIeTed, W CTalM MX JIOOMMOMN
KHUTOM. [[0Aro HUKTO HE 3HaJ, 4TO BBbIAyMall M HAIIKCAJl 3TH
NPUKITIOYEHUsT  y4eHbIH  mpodeccop  MaTeMaTUKH u
npornoBegHUK. Cam  JIOJUKCOH  CKpBIBAJ, YTO OH aBTOp
«[IpuxnrodeHui» M, Korma K HeMy oOpalainch C BOIPOCAMHU
[0 3TOMY IOBOAY, YTBEpXKAAJ, YTO 3Ty CKa3Ky HalHCAI €ro
npusTesnb Kapposb, 6061101 Yyaak, IpsiayIIAics OT JO/IeH.



OpHako A0ATO 3TO OCTaBaTbcd TaHOM He morjo. IIpomwo
YK€ HECKOJBKO JIET, U BCE YK€ 3HaJIW, 4YTO HMMEHHO Cam
JIOIKCOH M €CTh TOT «IPHUATENb-YYJaK», O KOTOPOM OH
TOBOPUJIL.

B uucnme mun, 3aumHTepecoBaBmmxcs «lIpuximrodueHusMu
Anucel» ObUTa KOpoJieBa aHTIHMCKass Bukropus. 3ameTuB, Kak
BOCTOPTalOTCA €€ JEeTU CKa3KOK-MOBECThIO TMpo  AJjmucy,
KOpOJIEBA MOXKENAJIa UMETh U BCE JIPYTHE NMPOU3BEICHUS TOTO
e aBTropa. KakoBo ke ObUIO ee yAWBJICHHE, KOrja eu
JIOCTaBUIIN HETYIO KHITY YUEHBIX COYMHEHHUN MO
matematuke! KoponeBa Oblia OYeHb yAWBICHAa TEM, YTO
CEpBbE3HBIN MPONOBEIHUK U YYEHBIH MAaTEMATHUK MOT HAIlACATh
TaKyl0 MHTEpPECHYI0O W 3a0aBHYH0 KHUTY JJis AeTei. «Bam
HUKTO HE mMoMmoraj B paboTe HajJ Ballel0 CKa3Kow?» —
CIIPOCHJIa KOpoOJieBa TmpenacrtaBuBlierocs e Koappomsa. —
«Bame BenuuectBo, y MeHS ObLIM JBE TMOMOIIHHUIIBI,
orBeTus1 Kappons. — OnHa u3 HUX — Qest paHTazus, a apyras
— mo00Bb K zaeTsM. M eciii MOl Tpyld HpaBUTCS M HMEET
ycnex, TO O3TUM, — NpUOaBUI OH, — 5 00s3aH ATUM JABYM
MOUM ITOMOUTHULIAM).

Kpome «lIpukimtouenuit Anuce», Kappons Hamucan eie
HECKOJIPKO TIOBECTEeH Il AeTed M Ienblid COOPHUK JSTCKHX
CTUXOTBOPEHUN, HO 3TU COYMHEHHUS HE HMEIM YXKE TaKoro
ycIexa, Kak mepBas CKa3zka, MOCTaBUBINAs aBTOpa «AJIMCHI» B
PAIBI 3HAMEHUTEUIINX AHTJIMUCKUX JETCKUX NUCATENEH.

CounHsis ¥ pacckaspiBas dTy CKa3Ky, M HAPOYHO
HAarpoMo3JIMB B  HEH  pa3Hble, OYE€Hb  CTPaHHBIC,
HETpaBI0MIo00HbIC u, Kak oynaro, HApOYHO
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OecCMBICTIEHHBIE BCTpeYd | ciydad, JIOJDKCOH CTpeMuics
TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM pas3Bieub M 3auHTepecoBaTh jeTeil. Ho
BMECTE€ C 3TUM OH XOTEN J0Ka3aTh, YTO IPU MPABUIBHOM
pacCyXJICHUM M COTJIACOBAHMM MBICIEA C MOCTYNKAMU
BCC YCTpPAWBAETCS B IKHU3HH XOPOIIO M OJIArOMOIYyYHO U
YyTO PEOCHOK, KOTOPBIM MPaBWIbHO, Pa3yMHO OyMaeT U HU
nepesl 4YeM He TepsAeTcs, HEMPEeMEHHO MOOEIUT BCE HEB3TO/IbI,
BCTPEUAIOIIMECS HA JKUTEMCKOM myTd. Ho 3Tol MbICIu
JIOJIPKCOH HE BBICKA3bIBACT OTKPBHITO B CBOEM IMOBECTU-CKA3KE,
a TMPENOCTABIACT HAXOAUTh W MPOYECTh €€ MEKIY CTPOK
CaMHMM IOHBIM €€ YHUTATeJIsIM M YUTaTCIbHUIIAM.
Kak ci1iokmiach noBecTb- CKa3ka npo AJIucy

MEBI MeIJIeHHO IIJIBLIH.

UyTh aBUTanmacek Joaka

[To rmaau 3epKkaIbHOM PEKH,

A pyJib Halll BEPTEJICS U BIIPABO, U BIIEBO,
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He caymasice nerckoit pyku. ['pedmu

TOXE JIETU U IEHUJIU BoTy, Crerka

yaapssi BECJIOM,

U Ope13ru B31€TaNM, CBEpKas Ha cotHie, U
najiajiu, UCKPSICh, KPYTOM.

C BBICOKOTO HEOA rOpsTuee COTHIIE

CHombI OChLIANO JTYYEH.

He aBurancs Bo3nyx, ka3ainock, oH 3amep, U
BCE CTAHOBUJIOCH JIYIIIHEM. ..

— Paccka3biBaii cka3ky — BIIPYT KPUKHYJIU JACTH,
— O boxe, B Takyto xapy!

— Ilpo To pacckaxu HaM, 4ero He ObIBaeT!
— Her, =Her... HM 3a 4TO... HE MOrYy!

Ho ux 6110 Tpoe. Onu Tak npocuiu U
TaK IPUCTaBaJIA KO MHE,

UYro MHE OHEBOJIE NPUIILIOCH Moen
3JIOTIOTYYHOM Cyab0e.

U ctan g paccka3pIlBaTh UM PO AJUCY...
Ceitgac ke NPUMOJIKJIM OHH

W »agHo ¢ BOCTOProM BHUMAs pacckasy,
OnHu 3a0bIBaIM TPECTH.

Korpa » roBopui s: ToTOM BaM JIOKOHYY,
Benp Hauan pacckas s 1aBHO,
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C BecenpIM MHE CMEXOM OHU OTBEYAJIH:

— Ilotom? Jla npunuio yx oHo!

Tak BOT Kak ci1oxKuics pacckas npo Anmcy, U

s TOCKa3aJl €ro BECh. ..

A TO, 4TO C HEM ObLIO U UTO C HEH CIy4yusoch, Bee B
CKa3Ke HaIlMUCAHO 3]IECh.

I » B Kpoumnusbeii Hopke

Anice HamoOeno CUAETh Ha TOPKE PAIOM C CECTpOM H
HAYEro HE JeNarTh; pa3a JBa 3arjisHyla OHa YKpPaJgKoW B
KHUI'Y, KOTOPYIO 4YHTajla €€ CEeCTpa, HO TaM He ObUIO HU
pa3roBOpPOB, HU KAapTUHOK. «A KaKOM K€ TOJK B KHUTE,
— mnoaymana Aumca, e€ciu B HEW HET HU KApTUHOK, HU
pa3roBopoB?»

[Totom oHa crama cooOpaxkaTh (HACKOJBKO JTO OBLIO
BO3MOXHO, TaK Kak B 3TOT HEBBIHOCHMO JKApKHH JE€Hb OHa
YyBCTBOBaJja ce0sl COHHOM M YCTaJION), CTOUT JIM BCTaBaTh, UATH
3a MapraputkamMu U pBaTh UX, YTOOBI CIUIECTH W3 HUX BEHOK,
uin Het? Bapyr Oenblii KpOJUK C pPO30BBIMU TJla3KaMu
npoOexan MUMO Hee.

B »TomM He ObUIO, KOHEYHO, HHYero ocobeHHoro. He
yauBIsAJgach Aguca gaxe U torga, korma Kpommk
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npobopmoTai mpo ceds: — «AX, OaTIOMIKH, 5 OM03/at0!»

Jymast 00 3TOM BIOCHEACTBUM, AJlMca HE NMOHMMAaJa, Kak
MOTJIa OHA HE YIMBIATHCS, YCIbIXaB, 4To KpoJMK 3aroBopui;
HO B TO BpeMs 3TO HE Kazajoch €i cTpaHHbIM. OpHAKO, KOrJa
KPOJIMK BBIHYJ U3 XKUJIETHOTO KapMaHA 4Yachl B3IVIIHYB HA HHX,
noOexain janbiine, Anvca BCKOYHIIA, COOOpa3yB, YTO HUKOT/A
€llle HE CIIy4yaJoch €l BUJETh KPOJMKA B KWIETE U C YACAMHU.
Cropas oT Jr000ONBITCTBAa, OHA OpoCWiIach 3a HUM U ycIena
3aMETUTh, KaK OH HBIPHYJI B OOJIBILIYIO Ja3eiKy, KOTOpas Bejla B
€ro HOPKY IO/ )KUBOM U3TrOpPOJIBIO.

B Ty xe MuHYTy Ajuca HbIpHYJIA BCJEX 32 HUM, JAaXEe HE
[0JTyMaB O TOM, KaK OHa BbIOEpeTcs OTTYyAa.

Kponnubst HOpKa nuia cHayana npsMo M Oblla MOXO0Xa Ha
TEMHYIO TElepy; Jaibllie 3Ta Memepa KpyTo oOpbiBajach U
IPUTOM TAaK HEOXKHMJIAHHO, YTO HE ycrena Ajuca ONMOMHHUTBCA,
KaK MoJjeTesa KyJa-TO BHM3, TOYHO B riIyOokuit kojozer. OH,
HaBepHOe, ObUI YK OYeHb IIIyOOK, WM Xe AJjuca Majana
CIMILIKOM MEMJIEHHO, HO TOJbKO OHa BIIOJIHE YyCIEeBaja
OCMOTPETHCSA M pa3lyMbIBaTh O TOM, YTO OYyJET AaJIbLIe.

CHayasia oHa morJsiesa BHU3, HO TaM ObLIO TaKk TEMHO, YTO
HEBO3MOXKHO ObUIO HMYETO Pa3risAeTh. Torja oHa OIVISHYJIach
10 CTOPOHAM KOJIO/11a; Ha HUX ObLIO MHOTO IIKAaloOB ¢ KHUTaMU
U TOJOK C TOCYIOW, a KOe-TA€ BHCEIH IO CTEHaMm
reorpaduyeckue KapThl U KapTuHbL [Iposeras mMumMo OIHOM
noJIKU, AJlMca cXBaTuia CTOSIBIIYIO Ha Hel Oanky. Ha Oanke
ObLT TMpUKIEEH OYMaXKHBIN SIPIBIYOK
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C HAANHCBIO: «AMNEIbCHHHBIA  MapMmenan»;  OJIHAKoO, K
BeJIMUaiIieMy oropueHuto Anucel, 0anka Opuia mycra. CHavana
OHa XOTena OpoCHTb €€, HO, MOOOSBIIMCH MOMACTh KOMY-
HUOYAb B TOJIOBY, YXUTPUJIACh IIOCTaBUTh €€ Ha JPYTYIO
MOJIKY, KOT/Ia IPOoJIeTaja MUMO HEe.

«ITocne Takoro najeHus, — nogymaia Anuca, — MHE YK He
CTpamHo OyneT ynacTh ¢ JiecTHUIbl. M 1omMa MeHs, HaBepHoOE,
OyAyT cuuTaTh O4YEHb cMeNoi. MHe KaxXeTcs, 4To e€ciiud Obl 5
CBAJIMJIACh C KPBIIIM J1aK€ CaMOro BBICOKOTO JI0OMa, TO 3TO
ObuUIO ObI HE TaK CTPAHHO, KaK CBAJUTHCS B TAKOW KOJIOZEID.

Hymast Tak, Anuca najsaina Bce HUXKeE, HUKE U HAXKE.

«Heyxenu stomy He Oyner KoHIA? — MoAyMana OHA. —
Xorenocb Obl  MHE 3HaTh, CKOJbKO MWJIb yclena s
pOJIETETh 3a 3TO BpeMA? — S, — npubaBuia OHA TPOMKO, —
JOJKHO OBITh, TENEPh YKE HEAAIEKO OT LEHTpa 3eMiu. o Hero

.TM ... JIO HETO ... YETHIPE THICIYU MUJIIbY.

Anuca BblydMJIaCh YK€ MHOTOMY BO BpeMs YPOKOB B
cBoel KiaccHoi koMHate. Ilonoxum, Tenepb ObUIO COBCEM HE
BpeMsl BBIKa3blBaTh CBOM MO3HAHHUA, J1a HE Mepej KeM ObUIo U
XBaJIUTHCS UMH, HO BCE TaKW HE MELIAJIO OCBEXUTh UX B IIaMATH
Y TIOBTOPUTH MTPOUICHHOE.

— Jla, 1m0 1meHTpa 3eMiu 4YeThlpe ThicsuM Muib. [lox
KAaKOH K€ s Tenepb MHUPOTON U JOJITOTOU? — Anuca HEe uMmena
HU MaJIEUILIEro MOHATHS O IIUPOTE M JOJITOTE,
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HO €H HPABUJIOCh MPOU3HOCUTH TAKHE CEPhE3HBIC YUYCHbIC
CJIOBa.

— A MoxeT ObITh, s TPOJEYy 4Yepe3 BeChb 3eMHOM Iap
HAcKBO3b! — npojokana oHa. — Kak cMemHo Oyner yBUAETh
JIOJIe, KOTOphle XOAST rojoBamu BHM3! WX, Kaxercs,
Ha3bIBAIOT aHTH ... naTusiMu. (TyT Anrca HEMHOXXKO 3aIHYJIaCh
W [opajoBajliach, 4YTO Yy HeEe HET CiylaTelei; oHa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, 4YTO OTUX JIIOJIEd  Ha3bIBAIOT HE
aHTUNATUSIMU, a Kak-TO IMo-Apyromy.) S coporny y HuX, B
KaKylo CTpaHy f nonaia. «Ckaxure, moxanyicra, CyJdapbliHs,
HoBas  3enmanguss  9T0 wiam ABcCTpanusa?» — CHOpouly g y
Kako-HuOyAb Jambl (AlMca XoTela TpU OSTOM  CHeJaTh
peBepaHCc, HO A3TO ObUIO YXKAaCHO TPYAHO cJenaTh, majaas ¢
OTPOMHOM BBICOTHI). — TOJIBKO OHa, MOXKaJyi, COUYTET MEHs
[JIYIIOW, HUYEMY He yuuBlIeWcs aeBoukoi! Her, myume He
cripaiuBaTh. MOXKET ObITh, 51 3TO Y3HAIO KaK-HUOYIb MHAUE.

[Ipouo yxe MHOro BpeMeHH, a Ajuca Bce MpoJoJKaia
nagaTth. JlenaTe ObLIO HEYero, U MOTOMY OHa CHOBa Hayaia
TOBOPUTb.

— Jluna OyAeT o4eHb CKydaTh 0€3 MEHsS CEroJIHS BEYepoM
(Iuna Oblna xomika). Hamerock, et He 3a0yayT nath OJI0/I€UKO
MOJIOKA 3a BEUEpHUM 4YaeM... /[uHa, MOsi MUJIOUKa, KaKk Obl MHE
XOTEJIOCh, UTOOBI ThI ObLTa TENEPh 3/1eCh, cO MHOM! B Bo3myxe,
JOJDKHO OBbITh, HET MBIIIEH, HO ThI Morja Obl MOWMATh
JIETY4YyIO0 MBIIh, & OHA OYCHb MOX0Xa HAa OOBIKHOBEHHYIO. —
Tyt Anuce BIPYT 3aXOTENIOCh CHaTh, U OHAa HECKOJBKO pa3
MpOroBOpuUia
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COHHBIM T0J0COM: — EJST 1M KOWIKK JIeTy4yux Mbiiiek? East
JU KOIIKHM JIETy4yuX MbImek? — HMHorma ona ommbanach u
cripammBaiia: — EIAT W JeTydre MBIIIKK KOIIEeK WU HeT? —
BrpoueMm, Benb pa3 HEKOMY OTBETHTh, TO HE BCE JIM PABHO, O
YeM CIpPAIIUBATh?

Anica 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3aChINACT, U €M YK INPUCHUIOCH,
YTO OHA TyJigeT ¢ JJuHOW U roBopUT eii: — CKaku MHE TIpaBAy,
JluHouka, ena Tl KOTJa-HUOYb JETYUyI0 MbIIIb? — KaK BIPYT
—xuton! — W Anuca ynana Ha Ky4y JIUCThEB U CYXUX BETOK.

Ho oHa Hu kpoiieuku HU ymubiach U cedyac k€ BCKOUMJIA.
VY Hee Haj ronoBoi Obut0 TemHO. [IpsiMo mepen Hell TAHYICA
JUIMHHBIA MPOXOJ M BUAHO OBLIO, Kak OEJNbIi KPOJIHMK CO BCEX
HOT' OCXHUT 1To 3ToMy mpoxoay. Henb3s Obuio TepsTh HU
MHHYTBI. AJMCa TIOHECIACh 32 HUM, KaK BETEp, U yCibIXaia,
Kak OH MOBEPHYB 3a yTOJI, CKazal: «AX, MOM YIIKH U YCUKH!
Kax xe g ormozman!»

Anuca Obu1a coBceM OJIM3KO OT HETO, KOTJIa OH MOBEPHYJI 3a
yroja; oHa Opocuiack TyJa e, HO KpoJIMK BApPYr ucues. M ona
ocTajach OJHA B JJMHHONW HHU3KOM KOMHATE, OCBEIICHHOM
LHEIbIM  PSAOOM  JIaMIl, CBEILIMBABIIUXCS C MOTOJIKA.

Kpyrom koMHaThl OBbLIO MHOXKECTBO JBEpEi, HO BCE OHU
OblTM 3amepThl. Anrca mpoOoBajga OTBOPUTH HMX, HO 3TO HE
yAQJIOCh €11, 1 OHa BEPHYJIACh HA CEPEMHY KOMHAThl, TPYCTHO
pa3yMbIBasi O TOM, Kak ObI €i1 BBIOpaThCsl OTCIO/A.
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Bnpyr ona nHabpena Ha CTOJIMK W3 TOJCTOTO CTEKJIA H
O4YeHb 00pajoBaiach, YBUJIEB HA HEM 30J0TOW KIIOUMK. Eif
TOTYAC K€ MPUIILIO B T'OJIOBY, YTO UM MOXHO OTHEPETH KAKYIO-
HUOYIb W3 aBepeil. K HecyacThio, KJIIOY HE TOMOMIENT HU K
OJIHOM M3 HUX; TO OH OBUI CJIMIIKOM BEJIUK, TO Yepecuyp
Maj.

O6xoas1 BO BTOpOW pa3 Kpyrom KoMmHaThl, Anrca oOpaTuia
BHUMAHHWE HA 3aHAaBECKY, KOTOPOM HE 3aMeTWa paHbIIIE.
[IpunonHsB ee, OHA yBU/IEJIa HU3EHBKYIO ABEPKY, B IOJIAPIIMHA
BbIIMHONW. OHa mornpoOoBaja BJIOXKUTH KIHOY B 3aMOYHYIO
CKBAXHWHY, W K €€ BelMYalllleMy BOCTOPrY, OH KakK pa3
IIPULLIEIICS.

Ausrca oTBOpMIJIa IBEPH W BOLLIA B MAJICHBKYIO KOMHATKy. B
OJIHOM M3 €€ CTeH ObUI OKOJIO CamMOro I0Jia KpPOUICYHBIH,
BEJIMYMHON C MBIIIMHYK) HOPKY, BXOJ KyAa-TO, OTKYJa JIAJICS
APKUN COJHEYHBIN CBET. AnlMca cTajla Ha KOJIEHH, IOCMOTpena
TyZla U YBUJIETIA CAMBbIil UyAHBINA caJl, KAKOW TOJIBKO MOXKHO cebe
NpeACTaBUTh. AX, Kak Obl XOpOIIO MOWTH Tyda W TMOTYJSTh
OKOJIO KIyMO ¢ spkumu 1BeTamu u (QoHTaHoB! Ho mgaxe
rojioa AJMChl HE MOTJIa MPOWTH BO BXOH, BEAYLIUM B caj.
«/la 1 yTo TONKY, ecnu Obl OHA mpoma? — noaymana Anuca.
— Bce paBHO, miieun Obl HE TIPOIUIH, @ HA YTO TOAUTCS T0JIOBA
06e3 muey? Kak Obl s ’kemajma yMeTh CKIIQJIbIBAThCS, Kak
noa3opHas TpyOka! MoxkeT ObITh, s cymerna Obl 3TO CHeNaTh,
ecyii ObI TOJIBKO 3HAJIA C YEeTO HAYaTh.

CTOJIbKO YAMBHUTEIBHBIX BEILIEH CIIYUYUIIOCh B 3TOT JAE€Hb, YTO
Annce yXe Haydallo Ka3zaTbCs, 4YTO HET HHUYEro
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HEBO3MOKHOT0. Tak Kak B MaJE€HbKYIO JIBEPKY HHUKAaK HEJb3s
OBLJIO MTPOWTH, TO HEYETO OBLJIO M CTOATH OKOJO Hee. AX, Kak
XOpOIII0, €cliid ObI MOXKHO OBUIO CHIETaThCsl COBCEM MalleHbKOI!
Anmca BepHyNnach K CTONy: Ha HEM, MOXET ObITh, HAWJETC eIle
Kakou-HuOyAb Kiatod. Hukakoro xiroda He ObLIO, 3aT0 Annca
yBHUjIeNIa MY3BIPEK, KOTOPOTro — OHa ObLIa BIIOJHE YBEpEHA B
TOM — paHbllie 3/1ech He Obl10. Ha OyMakke, MpUBSI3aHHON K
My3bIPbKY, OBLJIO KPAacHBO HAMUCAHO KPYIMHBIMU TME€YaTHBIMU
OykBamu: «BpImielt MeHs.

Hunuero He cromio, KOHEYHO, HamucaTh: «Bswlmeid MeHs»,
MOKHO OBUIO, MOXally M BBIIUTh; HO AJMca, KaK JE€BOYKa
yYMHas, HE XOTeJla TOPONUTbCA U TMOCTYNUTh HEOOAYMaHHO.
"CHauana MMOCMOTPIO, — MOAyMasa OHa, —
HE HaIlMCaHO JIM Ha My3bIpbKe «si1». OHa YhTalla MHOTO Pa3HbIX
XOPOIIEHbKUX CTPAIIHBIX PACCKa3oB Ipo Aerer. MHorma netu, o
KOTOPBIX B HUX TOBOPHUJIOCH, MOJIyHYaJId CMEPTEIbHBIE OXKOTU U
yMHUpAJIM; HMHOT/A HX ChEJAM JUKHE 3BEpU WM BOOOIIE
CIIy4aJoCh C HUMHU YTO-HUOYIb IPYroe, Takoe K€ HEMpHUSITHOE.
A mnouemy? Jla TOJBKO TOTOMY, YTO OHHM MOCTYyNalIu
HEOOAyMaHHO W 3a0bIBajii, YTO MM TOBOPWUJIM Iafa MU Mama;
HaIpUMep, YTO O PACKaJICHHYIO KOUEPTy CHUIIBHO O00XIKEUIbCs,
€ClIi CXBAaTHILbCA 32 HEE, a €Clii O0peXkKellb najuel HOKOM, TO
13 najblia noiaer kpoBb. Ho Anuca xopoio noMHuiIa BCe 3To;
NOMHWJIA OHA TaKXe, 4TO HE CIIEAyeT NUTh W3 Iy3bIpbKa, Ha
KOTOPOM HAIUCAHO «s1/1», IOTOMY YTO OT 3TOTO 3a00JIeellb.
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Ha my3bippke He ObUIO HAMMCAaHO CJIOBO «sia», W Anuca
peiria monpodoBaTh TO, YTO OBLJIO HAJUTO B HEM. A TaK Kak
OHO 0Ka3aJIOCh OYEHb BKYCHBIM M HAallOMWUHAJIO B OJTHO U TO K€
BpEMsI ITUPOT C BUILHIMU, )KAPECHYIO UHICUKY, [ICYEHbE, aHAHAC
U TOJKapeHHbIE TApTHUHKU C MaciioM, TO AJlMca BbIIWJIA BCE
J10 KaIlIu.

— Kak crpanHo — BockiinkHyna Asnuca. — MHe Kaxercs,
s CKJIaJIbIBAIOCh, KaK MOA30pHas TpyOka!

Tak oHO U ObUIO Ha caMoM Jene. Anuca caelanach COBCEM

KPOIIIKOM, POCTOM BCETO B IMIECTh BEPIIKOB. JIUIIO €e mpocusiiio
IIPU MBICJIM, YTO TENeph € MOKHO OyAeT MPOUTHU B MaJICHbKUI
BXOJ M TOTYJIATh B 4ymHoM canmy. CHadanma, OOHAKO, OHa
MOCTOsJIa HEMHOTO, YTOOBI y3HATh, HE CTAHET JM OHa eIIe
MEHbBIIE. DTO OYEHb CMYILAJIO €€.
«Beap MOXeET CIyuyuThCsS, — JOymManga oOHa, — 4TO s Oyay
JIenaThCsl BCE MCEHBIIE M MEHBINE, Kak cBedya. Kakas xe s
oyny torma?» WM oHa crapajiiach MNpeACTaBUThL cebe, KaKoB
OBIBaeT OTOHB, KOT/Ia CBEUYa JOTOPUT U TOTYXHET, HO HE MOTJa
MIPUTIOMHHTH, YTOOBI XOTh pa3 BUENIA TAKOW OTOHb.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHM, YOCAHMBIINCH, YTO OHA YKE HE
CTAHOBUTCSI MEHBIIE, AJTMCa pelInia TOTYac K€ OTIPABUTHCS B
caj; HO, TTOJIOUIS K JBEpPKE, BCIOMHUJIA, YTO HE B3sJ1a C COOOM
30JI0TOTO KJIFOYHMKA. A KOTJla OHA Toljia 3a HUM K CTONY, TO
yBHUJENA, YTO HE MOXET J0CTaTh A0 Hero. OHa COBEPIIEHHO
SCHO BHUJIeNIa KJIIOY CKBO3b CTEKJIO U TMOINpoOoBaia ObLIO
n00paThCs 10 HEro, BCKapaOKaBIIKMCh MO HOXKE CTOJIa, HO 3TO
HE YIaJIOCh €W,
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OTOMY UYTO HOKKa ObllIa OYE€Hb CKOJIb3Kasi. Anuca npoOoBaia
B30MpaThCS MO HEW HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO Bce HeymauyHo. Hakonerr,
COBCEM BBIOMBIIUCH W3 CHJI, O€lHAs JE€BOYKA ceja Ha MOJ U
3aruIaKaia.

— Hy, nmonno mnakate! 9TUM BeJb HE TOMOXKEIIL! — CTPOTO
ckazana oHa cebe uepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems. — CoBeTyro Tebe
nepectath! Bce paBHO M3 3TOTO HE BBIIIET HUKAKOTO TOJIKY!

Arnuca yacto naBajia cebe OYEeHb Pa3syMHBIE COBETHI, HO
JIOBOJIBHO PEAKO cienoBaia uM. MHorna ona naBana cebe Takue
CTPOTHE BBITOBOPBI, YTO CJI€3bl HABEPTHIBAINCH y HEE Ha
ria3ax; a pa3 OHa Jaxe Bblapasia ceds 3a YIIM 3a TO, 4TO
CIUTyTOBajia, Urpas B KpOKET cama ¢ co0oil. Dta cTpaHHas
JIEBOYKA OYEHb JI0OMJIa BOOOpakaTb, YTO B HEW JKHUBYT JBa
YeJI0BeKa.

«Ho Temepp HE cTOUT BOOOpa)xkaTh, 4YTO BO MHE JBa
yenoBeka! — aymania 6eqnas Anvca. — OT MEHS OCTajIoCh TaK
MaJjo, 4YTO €J[Ba-€J[Ba XBaTUT U HA OJHY JE€BOUYKY).

Bckope nociie 3Toro oHa yBHjeNla MAJIEHbKYIO CTEKIISIHHYIO
KOpPOOOUKY, JIEXKABIIIYIO IO/ CTOJIOM. B Hell okazalicsi TUPOKOK,
Ha KOTOpPOM OBLIO KpPacHMBO BBUJIOKEHO KOPOHKOM: «Chelib
MEHSI».

— OtnnyHo, s MONpoOyI0 CBECTh O3TOT MHUPOKOK,
noxymana Anuca. — Ecnu s cnenatock OT 3Toro Oosiblie, TO
JOCTaHy KJIKOY, a €CIM CTaHy MEHbIIe, TO IMpoJie3y MOJ
nBepb. 1 Bo BCSIKOM ciyyae MHE MOKHO OyJIeT IOMTH B Cajl.
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OHa oTKycwia MEJNEHbKUU KyCOU€K W MPUIIOKHUIA PYKY K
roJIOBE, YTOOBl  TOCMOTPETh, TOJHUMACTCS OHA WIIH
onmyckaercsa. K ee Benmnuanmemy yIWBICHUIO, TOJIOBA €€ HE
NOJHATACh U HE OMyCTUJIAch. JTO, MOJOXKHUM, OBIBAE€T BCErna,
KOTJa ellb MUPOKOK; HO AJiMca TaK IPUBBIKIIA 0KUJATh TOJIBKO
4ero-HuOy/1b 4y/I€CHOTO, YTO BCE OOBIKHOBEHHOE YK€ Ka3aJoCh
€U CTPaHHBIM.

OHa omsATh OTKYCHJIa KyCOUEK MHUPOKKA M JKHBO ChEJIa €ro
BECh.

I I . Cae3nblii npyja

— T'ocmogu! Yto ke 310 Takoe? — BOCKIMKHYJA BIPYT
Amuca. — Sl HauuMHaW pa3ABUTAThCA, KaK OrpPOMHasi, camas
orpomHas nojzopHas Tpyoa! IIpomaiite, Horu!

Korma ona B3misiHyna BHM3, €M ITOKA3aJIOCh, UTO HOTU €€
€/IBa BUIHBI, IO TOTO JAJIEKO ObUIM OHU OT TOJIOBHI.

— Mou Gennbie ManeHbkue HOXKH! KTO ke Oyner teneph
HaJIeBaTh Ha Bac 4yJkH U OammMaku? S Oyay CIUIIKOM JaJieKo,
yTOOBI O Bac 3a00TUTHCS. Y CTpauBalTeCh CaMH, KaK 3HAaETe...
Ho s nomkHa ObITh 100pa K HUM, — 3aJyMYHMBO IPOTOBOpHUIIA
OHa,—a TO OHM, MOXKAIYH, HE 3aXOTAT UATH TyAa, KyJa MHE
HY)XHO. UTo ObI MHe ciaenath i Hux? Jla BOT uto: s Oymy
MOKYIIaTh UM HOBYIO
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napy tydenexk Kk kaxaomy PoxnmectBy. — W Anuca crana
pa3yMbIBaTh, KaK YCTPOUTH 3TO.

«Tydnu npuaercs NpUChHIIaTh C MOCHUILHBIM, — JyMaJia OHa.
— Kak cmemHo OyneTr aenaTh MOJapKH CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM
Horam! 1 kak cTpaHHO OyJeT HaANHUCHIBATh:

«MwunoctuBou rocyaapsiae npasoui Hore Anucel. [locsnaro Bam
IpeIKaMUHHBIN KOBPUK, YTOOBI BaM ObLI0 Teruiee. CepreyHblii
IIPUBET OT AJIUCHIY.

— YT0 3T0, KaKue riynocTu MHE PUXOASAT B TOJIOBY!

Tyr Anmca CTykHynach TIOJIOBOM O TIIOTOJIOK, TakK Kak
ObUIa Terepb POCTOM UyTh HE B IMOJITOPHI CakeHU. BcrioMHUB,
4YTO XOTEJa WATH B CaJd, OHA CXBATWJIA 30JI0TOM KIIOYHK U
no0exaiia Ko BXOAY.

Ho Oennas neBouka M HE AyMmMana O TOM, 4TO OyJeT He B
COCTOSHMHM MpoHTH B Hero. OHa MoOrja TOJIBKO, JieKa Ha
OOKy, CMOTpeTb B caJl OJHUM TJja3koM. [Ipu 5Toil HOBOM
Heyzaade Annca CHOBA Cejla Ha I0J1 U 3arllakaia.

— Kak Tebe He cThiiHO! — dYepe3 HECKOIbKO BpEMEHU
BOCKJIMKHYJla OHa. — Takas Ooibluas JeBOoYKa U Iutader!
[lepecTanb CUIO %€ MUHYTY, CJIBIIIHIIbD?

Ho, HecmoTpst Ha 31O, OHaA mpopoipkana ruiakarb. Cliessl
pyYbsIMM JIMJIUCh y HEE M3 TJla3, U CKOPO KpYroM Hee
oOpasoBajics TIpyJl BEpIIKa B TPU TIyOMHON M 3aJdil COOO0
NOJIOBHHY I0OJIa B 3aJI€.

Brpyr Baanu mocinelaiich ObICTphIE, JETKHE Iard — OHU
npubmmxkamich kK Amuce. OHa TOPOIUTMBO BHITEpJIa TJIasa,
YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh, KTO UJIET.
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OTo BO3Bpamaics Oenblii KPOJHK, BEIMKOJEMHEHIINM
o0Opa3zoM pachpaHueHHBIN, C MAPOIl OENBIX JTAHKOBBIX IMEPUATOK
B OJIHOW pYKE M C OOJNBIIMM BEEpoM B Ipyroil. OH men o4eHb
TOPOIUIMBO, OOpMOYa PO CeOsI:

— AX, repuoruss, repuoruss! OHa cTpaliHO paccepIuTcs
32 TO, YTO 5 3aCTABUJI €€ JTOKUIATHCS.

Ammca ObpUla B TakOM OTYasHHH, 4YTO TOTOBa ObLIa
o0paTUThCA 3a TOMOIIBI0O KO BCSIKOMY. A TMOTOMY, Korja
KpPOJIUK TojoIIeN OJukKe, OHAa MPOTOBOPHIIA TUXUM, POOKUM
rOJI0COM:

— IlIpoury Bac, rocioiuH KPOJIUK. . .

Ho ona He ycnenma noroBoputhk. Kpommk 3agpoxan BceMm
TEJIOM, BBIPOHWUJ CBOU JIAMKOBBIE TMEpUYAaTKU U BEEp W,
OpOCHBILIKCH CO BCEX HOT, CKPBUICS B TEMHOTE.

Anuca moAHsANA YIMaBIIME BEIIM U CTajlla OOMaxuBaThCS
BEEPOM, MIOTOMY YTO B KOMHATE ObLIIO OUYEHb JKAPKO.

— boxe MoH, Kakue BCE CTpaHHbIE BEIIU CIIYYarOTCs
cerons! — ckazala  oHa. — A BUepa  BCE IO KaK
oObIKHOBeHHO. He mnepemeHwnach M s camMa 3a HOYb?
[TocTapatock BcmoMHUTh. Takast i s Obljla, Kak BCeraa, Korjaa
BcTasla yTpoM? MHe KaxkeTcs, Kak OyITo si ObLla HEMHOXKKO
npyras. Kro ke s reneps? Bot B uem 3aragka.

N Anmca crama nOpunoMuHATh BCEX CBOMX 3HAKOMBIX
JI€BOYEK OJHHUX C HEK JIeT, 4TOObl PEeUInuTh, B KOTOPYIO U3
HUX OHA MOTJIa IPEBPATUTHCS.

— S5, naBepHoe, He Apja, — cKazajga oHa. — Y Hee
JUIMHHBIE BBIOIIMECS BOJOCHI, @ MOH COBCEM HE BBIOTCS.
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A n He Mabenb, TOTOMY YTO Sl YK€ BBIyYWJIaChb MHOIOMY, a
OHa He 3HaeT noutu Huyero. K tomy ke Beap Mabenb u
ectb Mabenb, a 1 — 5. ['ocnogu, Kak BCE 3TO CTPAHHO H
HenoHATHO! IlocMoTpuMm, 3HaK0 JIn s Temepp TO, YTO 3HAJA
paHblIe... YeTbIpexabl IIATh — JBEHAAUATh, YETHIPEKIbI
HIECTh — TPHUHAILUATH, YETBIPEXKIbl CEMb... YTO *e 310? Benp
TaKk s HUKOTJAa He aouay no asaguatu! Jla m motoMm Benb
TabJIMIla YMHOKEHUS — 3TO COBCEM He BaxkHO. Jlyuie crpoury
ce0s1 u3 reorpaduu. Jlongon — cronumna Ilapwka, [lapmwk —
crosmua Puma, Pum... Her, s yBepeHa, 4TO BCE 3TO HE Tak!
JomxHo ObITh, 51 cTana Mabenwto. [lompoOyio cka3aTh CTUXU
IIPO MAJIEHBKOI'0 KPOKOAWIIA.

Anrca cioKWiIa pyKH, Kak Jiejana BCeraa, oTBevas ypokH, U
Hayajia TOBOPUTh CTUXH, HO TOJIOC €€ ObLT KaKOW- TO XPHUILIbINI,
a CJIOBa Kak-OyJTO HEMHOYKKO U3MEHWINCH:

MantoTka-KpOKOINJII B BOJIHAX XBOCT

30JI0TOM KyIaer,

N B spKuX COMHEUHBIX JTydax

Nm nnemer, um urpaer.

MaitroTka-Kpokoaui, pe3ssice, 1

MUJIO TakK, KOrtamu Ilnensier

PBIOOK U, CMesACh, [ JT0oTaeT ux ¢

XBOocTamMu!
— Her, g u TyT 4TO-TO HamyTajia! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OeaHas
Anvca, 1 y Hee Ha TJla3aX HaBEpHYJUCH clie3bl. — JloJIKHO

ObITh, 5 cTaja Mabenbl0 U MHE TPHUACTCS JKUTh
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B TECHOM HEYIOTHOM JIOMHKE, U y MEHS He OyJIeT Moux
UTPYLIEK, U I JOJKHA Oydy YYUTh MHOTO-MHOTO YPOKOB!...
Her, s pemmna: eciu s MabGenb, s OCTaHYCh 3/1€Ch, MO/
3emiueil. Eciu  kTo-HHOynb TPOCYHET TOJOBY CBEPXY H
ckaxeT: «au crona, muinoukaly, s TOJbKO MOCMOTPIO HABEPX U
cnpomry: «Kto 5?7 CHavasia CKaXuT€ MHE 3TO, U €CIU MHE
MIOHPABUTCS OBITH TEM, K€M S cliesiajiach, TO S MOWy HaBepX. A
€CJIM HET, TO s OCTAHYCh 3/IeCh JO TEX IOP, ITOKa HE CJEJIal0Ch
KeM-HUOynb JpyruMm...» Ho kak OB MHE XOTeloCh, —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa AJIMCa, ¥ CJIe3bl BAPYT XJIBIHYJIM Y HEE U3 ria3, —
Kak Obl MHE XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI KTO-HMOYIb TOTJISJEN CroAa
BHM3! MHe Tak HaCKy4uJio OBITh 3/I€Ch COBCEM OJTHOM !

Cka3zaB 310, Anmuca onmycTwiIA ria3a U K YAUBICHHUIO CBOEMY
yBUJIeNIa, YTO HaJieJla Ha PYKy MaJICHbKYIO TIepYaTKy KPOJIMKA.
«JlomkHO OBITh, S ONATH CTaja MaJEHbKOW», — Mojaymaia OHa
Y, BCKOYMB, MOJIONLIA K CTOY, YTOOBI U3MEPUTH CBOU POCT.

Jla, oHa cTayia ropasio, ropasio HWXKe — Ternepb OHa ObLIa
BCETO BEPIIKOB YETHIPHAAIIATH POCTOM M C KaXXJIOW MUHYTOU
CTAaHOBWJIACh BCE MEHBIIIE W MeEHbIIe. AJnca JI0raaaiach,
OTYEro 3TO MPOUCXOJUT — OTTOr0, KOHEYHO, YTO OHA JICPKUT
Beep Kponmka. OHa mocmemmia OpOCHTh €ro M Kak pa3
BOBpEMS, a TO OT HEE HE OCTAJIOCH ObI HUYETO.

— 4 enBa-enBa cmacnack! — BOCKIIMKHYJA Ajuca, O4€Hb
JIOBOJIbHAS, YTO BCE KOHYMIJIOCH OyaromonyyHo. — Hy, Teneps B
can!
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N ona moOexana xk maneHbkod aBepke. Ho nBepka Obuia
OmsITh  3amepTa, M 30JI0TOM KJIIOYMK CHOBa JIEKall HA
CTEKJISTHHOM CTOJIE.

«Bce Heymaum u Heynmauu! — moaymania OenHasi JI€BOYKA.
— Takoli MalleHbKOW £ ellle HUKOorga He Obuia. DTO O4YEHb
HEMPUATHO, JJAXKEe OTBPATUTEILHO!»

Jymast 3T0, OHa MOCKOJb3HYyNach. [lociblmiancs BCILIECK,
noJieTenu OpbI3TM M, OHAa OYyTWIACh MO CaMylo IICI0 B
coneHol Boje. CHayana €l NOKas3aloch, YTO OHA ymaja B
Mope. «B TakoMm ciywyae, — moaymaia OHa, — S MOTY
BEPHYTHCS IOMOM Ha MAPOXOJIEN.

Anuca Oblla Ha MOPCKOM Oepery TOJIbKO pa3 B KU3HHU U
Jymaia, 4To BCE MOpPCKHE Oepera Toub B TOub Takue ke. Ha
OTMEJNU JCTH BCETJa POIOT JACPEBSHHBIMU JIOMATKaAMU TMECOK,
nojayibllle TAHETCS PsAJl JIOMOB, a y Oepera CTOST MapOXO/bl.
OnHako Anuca BCKOpe TMOHsUIa, YTO Momajda HE B MOpe, a B
npya, KOTOpBIA 0oOpa3zoBalics U3 €€ cie3, Korja oHa Oblia B
MOJITOPBI CAXKEHU POCTOM.

— Kak anp, 4To f Imiakaja Tak JoJjro! — ckazana Anmca,
mjaBasi B Clie3aXx U CTapasch BBIOpAThCs U3 Mpyaa. —
[Toxxany#i, KOHYUTCS TEM, YTO 5 YTOHY B MOUX COOCTBEHHBIX
cnezax! Kak crtpanHo sto Oyzer! Bmpouem, ceromns Bce
CTpaHHO!

B »T0 BpeMsi Hemaneko OT Hee MOCIHbIIIANCS IUIECK, U OHa
MOTUTbIA B Ty CTOPOHY, YTOOBI TMOCMOTpPETh, KTO Tam. B
NEPBYI0 MUHYTY €l MNPHUIIIO B TOJOBY, YTO 3TO MOPXK WIH
0ereMoT, HO OHa BCIIOMHUJIA, KAKOW CTajga KPOIIEUYHOM,
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U TIOHAJIA, YTO IUJIBIBET MBIIIKA, KOTOpas, AOJKHO OBITh, Tak
e, KaKk ¥ OHa cama, HeYastHHO yTiaja B Mpy/I.

«byner nu xakoW-HHOYAb TOJIK, €CIM 5 3arOBOPIO0 C ITOMU
MBIIIKOW? — moxymana Ajuca. — 34eCh BCE Takoe
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE, YTO, MOXKET OBITh, U OHA yMEET TOBOPUTH. Bo
BCAKOM CJIy4ae, HUYEero JypHOTo He OYIET, €Civ 51 OMPOOYIO».

— He 3naemp n1u THI, MBIIIKa, KyAa HYXHO IUIBITh, YTOOBI
BBIOpAThbCsl U3 3TOro mpyna? — crpocuia oHa. — S ouyeHb
ycTaJia IjIaBaTh, MUJIasi MbIIIKa!

MpllIKa OBITIUBO B3IJISIHYJIA HA HEE U KaK Oy/ATO MpUILypuiia
OJIMH TJIa3, HO HUYEro HEe OTBETUJIA.

«/lomxHO OBITH, OHAa HE TOHMMAaET MO-AHIJIMICKH,
noxymana Anuca. — MoeT ObITh 3TO (PpaHIly3CKas MBIIIKA,
npuOsIBIIas ¢ Bunabsreasmom 3aBoeBarenemy».

— Ou est ma chatte? — cka3aia oHa mnepByio ¢Gpazy wu3
CBOEro (hpaHIly3CKOro yueOHHKA.

Mplika MOAMpHITHYIA U 33poKalia OT CTpaxa.

— O, npoctuTe MEHs, MoXKajayhcTa! — mocneninia cKa3aTh
Anuca, OT IylIH Kajesl, YTO TaK Hamyranaa OeAHYI0 MBIIIKY, —
1 3a0b1J1a, YTO BBl HE JIIOOUTE KOIIIEK.

— He mro6m0 komiek! — TMPOH3UTENBHO APOKAIIUM
rOJI0COM BOCKJIMKHYJIA MBIIIIKA.

— A moOumu ObI BBl KX HA MOEM MecTe?

— JlomxHO OBITh, HET, — KPOTKO OTBETWIa AJjuca. —
[Toxkanyiicta, HEe cepaAUTECb. A MHE BCE-TaKU OYEHb
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XoTenoch Obl MMOKa3aTh BaMm Hamy Komky Jluny. Bl 4
JTyMato, oMIo0uIu 06l Kolek, eciau Obl yBuaenu ee. OHa Takas
XOpOIIEHbKasA! A KaK MHJIO MYpPJIBIYET OHA, KOT/Ia CUAUT OKOJIO
OTHA, JIKET ce0e JanKh M yMBIBAE€T MOPIOUYKY. S OYeHb
JTr00III0 JIep’KaTh €€ Ha pyKaxX, U OHAa MOJIOJCI: BEITUKOJICITHO
JOBUT Mblmer! — Ax mnoxanyicra, npocture! — CHOBa
BOCKJIMKHYJIa AJlMCa, BUJIS, YTO MBIIIKA J0 TOrO 00uaenach u
UCITyTajach, YTO BCS MIEPCTh MOJHSIACH Y HEee IbIOOM. — Mbl
He OyeM 0oJibllie TOBOPUTH Mo Hee!

— Mpbl! — BOCKIMKHYyJIa MBIIIKA, JpoXKa JI0 CaMoro
KOHYMKA XBOCTa, — KakK OYJITO S CTaHy TOBOPHUTH MpPO TaKue
Bemu! Bce Hamie miueMs HEHaBHJIUT KOLIEK — 3THX MEpP3KHX,
HU3KHX, TpyObIX kuBOTHBIX! He mpousHocute Oosiblie npyu MHE
3TOTO CJIOBA!

— He Oyny, — orBernna Anmca u, cremia IOCKopee
NEPEMEHUTH PA3rOBOP, CIPOCHUIIA:

— Jlrobute mu BeI cOOAK?

Tak kak MbIIIKa HE OTBETWJIA HU CJIOBa, TO AJjuca CHOBa
3aroBOpUIIA:

— OKoJI0 Hallero Joma *HUBET Takas MWIEHbKas coOayka.
MHe oueHb OBl XOTENOCh MOKa3aTh €€ BaM. JTO Tepphep — BbI
3HaeTe ux? Y HEro XopolleHbKHue, OJecTsAiue  TJa3ku U
JUIMHHas ~ KyJApsABas  1iepcTb. Ml OH MOJHMMAET BEIIM, €Civ
OpocuIlllb €My, U CIYXHUT, KOTJa XOYeT, 4YTOObl eMy Jaiu
noobenatb, WM MPOCUT YEro-HUOYAb  BKYCHOTO. 910
cobauka ¢epmepa, U OH
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TOBOPUT, YTO OHA OYEHb IOJIE3HA €MY, YTO OH HE BO3bBMET 3a
Hee u cta pyoOsedi. OH TOBOPHUT, YTO OHA OTJIMYHO yOWBaeT
KpBIC, ¥ MBL... AX, ['ocioniy, s onath ucnyraia ee! — xajao0HO
BOCKJIMKHYJIa AJKca, BUJSl, YTO MBIIIKA TOPOILJIMBO MOIUIBLIA OT
Hee, TaK CHUJIBHO 3arpebas HOTaMH, YTO BOJIHBI TOIUIM TIO
npyAay, ¥ MOAHSIACh HA HEM Oypsi.

— Mwiag wmplmka! — JACKOBO MO3Bajla OHA e€e. —
[Toxanyiicta, BepHurech! Mbl He Oyaem 0oJbllle TOBOPUTH HU
PO KOILIEK, HU PO cO0aK, €ciii Bbl HE JTIOOUTE UX.

VYcnpIxaB 3TO, MBIIIKA IOBEpHYJA Ha3aJd U THUXOHBKO
nomiaeia. Mopaouka y Hee moOneaHena («OTTOro, YTO OHA
OYEHb paccepAwiiach», — IOAyMalla Ajnca), ¥ OHa CKazaja
YyTh CJIBIILIHO, IPOXKAIIKUM IOJI0COM, oOpaiasich Kk Anuce:

— IlomneiBeM k Oepery. TaM s pacckaxy BaM MO0
UCTOPUIO, W BBl IOHMETE, IOYEMY 5 HEHABMXKY KOIIEK M
co0akx.

Jla 1 mopa ObLIO TIIBITH K O€pery: B Ipyay TECHHIOCH TENEPh
MHOKECTBO KMUBOTHBIX U NTHI], CIy4allHO MmonaBmux Tyaa. TyT
OBLTU: YTKa, 10110, nomnyrait Jlopu, opaeHok U MHOTO Apyrux. U
Anuca BMecTe co BCEMU MOIUIbLIA K Oepery.
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I I I » Ckauku HaneperoHku
U JUIMHHBIA pacckas

CrpanHoe o0miecTBo coOpajqoch Ha Oepery: NTHIBI C
MCITAYKaHHBIMU B rps3u ePbIMU, AKUBOTHBIE C
NPUIMIIIIEN K TENy WIEPCThI0. BCce OHM BBIMOKIIM 10 TOTO, YTO C
HUX TEKJIa BOJIa, U BCE OBLIIM MpPAYHBI.

[Ipexxne Bcero HyKHO ObLJIO, KOHEYHO, IOJYMaTh O TOM, KakK
Ob1 oOcymuThes. IlTHupl goaro ToikoBaniu 00 3ToM; Aunca
TOXKE NPHUHMMAJa y4acTME B  PasroBOPE U OTHOCHJIACH
K HUM TaK JIPYXKECKHM U 3aIpocTOo, Kak OyJITO 3Hajga UX BCIO
*u3Hb. WM 3TO coBceM He Kaszanoch €l cTpaHHbIM. OHa
JIOBOJIBHO Jo0Jiro cnopwia ¢ Jlopu, palCKuM IOmyraew,
KOTOpPBIM MOJ KOHEl] HaxMypwjcsi U ckazan: «S crapiie
TeOss W moToMy 3Har Oosbwme». Ho Anmca He Morma
COTJIACUTHCSA C 3TUM, HE UMES MOHATUS O TOM, CKOJIBKO €My JIET.
Jlopu cambIM pelIUTENbHBIM 00pa3oM OTKa3aJiCs CKa3aTh CBOU
TOJIbI ¥ MOCJIE 3TOTO YK, KOHEYHO, HEUErO OBbLIIO TOBOPUTb.

— Ecnu BBl Bce cseTe M BBICAYIIAETE MEHS, — CKas3alia
MBIIIIKA, KOTOpas MO-BUAMMOMY, MOJb30BaJlaCh B 3TOM
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o01ecTBe OOIBIINM BIMSHHEM, — TO BBl CKOPO BBICOXHETE.

Bce ToTuac xe cemm B KPYKOK, a MbIIIKa NOMECTHIIACh
nocepeauHe. Anuca TpPEBOKHO CMOTpeNla Ha Hee: oHa Obuia
yBEpPEHA, YTO MOXET IPOCTYAUTHCS, €CIM IUIAThe €€ He
CKOPO BBICOXHET.

— I'-m! — BaxHO cKazaya MbllIKa. — Ycenucb? Bbl cpasy
BBICOXHETE OT MOET0 pacckasa, Tak Kak 0oJiee Cyxoil MaTepuu s
He 3Hato. [lompomry Bac MoiyaTh M CHUIETh, KAK MOXKHO THIIIE:
Bunbrensm 3aBoeBarenb uMen OOJBIIYIO MOAJEPKKY B Iarie.
[Tama B35 €ro CTOpOHY, U BHIIbrenbM MOT HNPEIJIOKHUTh CBOU
yciyru Anrnud. [peanokenue ero ObUIO MPUHSATO, TaK Kak
aHTJIMYaHEe CUWJIBbHO HYXJaluch B moikoBoauax. OH ke
MPUBBIK K 3aBOCBaHUSIM M moOenaM. DaBuH U Mopkap, rpadbl
Mepcuu u Hoptymbepnanaa. ..

— V¢! —B3apornys, ckazain Jlopu.

— H3BuHHTE, — cCKa3aja OYEHb BEXKJIUBO, HO CHJIIBHO
HaxXMYypPUBIINCH, MbIIb. — UTO BbI M3BOJIUIIN CKA3aTh?

— PoBHo HHUero! — oreeTun Jlopu nmocnenHo.

— $I, 3HauuT, ommobIaCh: MHE MOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO BBl YTO- TO
cKazalii, — 3aMeTnjia Mbllb. — MTak, 1 npoaoinkar. DIBUH U
Mopkap, rpadsr Mepcun u HoptymOepnsnna, oObsBUIN ceOs
Ha cTopoHe Bwuibrensma, u gaxe KoantepOropuiickuit
apxuenuckon CTalIXKeH, W3BECTHBIM MNaTPUOT, HAIIET 3TO
0J1aropa3yMHBIM.

— Hamen uro? — cnpocuna ytka.

— Hammen 310, — cKka3zana Mbllllb pa3ApakeHHBIM TOJIOCOM.
— BbI, KOHEYHO, TOHSIH, YTO 3HAYUT «ITOY.
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— 1 0TUeTNIMBO MOHMMAIO, YTO 3HAYUT «ITO», KOTJAa cama
YTO-HUOY/Ib HAXO0XKy, — 3aMETHJIa yTKa. — DTO OOBIKHOBEHHO
aArymka wid  4epBsk. Ho copammBaercs, 4YTO Hamien
apXUENUCKOI?

Mpime  octaBuiia  06e3  BHUMaHHS — 3TOT  BOIPOC H
NOCHEIIHO NpoAobkaia. — Hamen 3to 01aropa3yMHbIM U cam
oTOpaBwiicd € OarapoM AceluHr HaBcTpeuy Bunbreasmy
3aBOeBATENIO U MPEUIOKII eMy KOpoHY. Buibrensm Ben cels
CHayaJla 0YeHb CKPOMHO, HO JI€p30CTh HOpMaHALeB... Hy, kak
BbI ce0s1 TeNepb YyBCTBYETE, TylIEHbKAa? — NpuOaBuia MBbIIIKa,
HEOKUJaHHO o0palascek K Aiuce.

— 5 Bce Takag ke MOKpas, — IpPyCTHO OTBeTWja Aumca,
— 51 HM KpOIIEYKM HE BbICOXJA. Bama cyxas marepus He
IIOMOTaeT.

— B TakoM cnyudae, — TOp:KecTBEHHO mporoBopuia Jlono,
BCKOYHMB C MeCTa, — IMpejjlararo cCoOpaHuI0 TMPUHATH Ooiee
pPaauKaIbHbIE MEPHI U. .. OTIIOKUTH 3aCETAHUE.

— T'oBopu mnonsTHee! — mpepBaJl €ro OpPJEHOK, — s HE
MOHUMAIO U TOJIOBMHBI TBOUX YYEHBIX CJIOB, Ja IyMaro, 4TO U
caM Thl HE TOHMMaEIb UX, — MPUOABUJI OH U HATHYJI TOJIOBY,
YTOOBI CKPBITh YIIBIOKY. A HEKOTOpBIE U3
OPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX HE MOIJIM yJepKaTrbcsi OT CcMeXa |
JIOBOJIbHO TPOMKO 3aXUXHUKaJIH.

— S xoren cka3zarb,— OOMKEHHO mporoBopui Jono, —
YTO MBI MPOCOXHEM BCETO CKOpEe, €CIH YCTPOUM CKAuKH
HaIepPEroHKH.
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— YTo Takoe — CKauKd HaleperoHKu? — CIpocuia
Anmuca.

— UYT00BI OOBICHUTH, YTO ATO TAKOE, BCETO JIy4lle 3TO
yctpouth. (M Tak Kak caMM BbI, HaBEPHO, 3aXOTHUTE 3TO
YCTPOUTh KOTrJa-HUOY/lb 3WMOIO, S BaM PAaCCKaXy, KakK 3TO
yctpou [Jono.)

OH BBIOpaN MOAXOASIIEE MECTO M MPEAJIONKUI, YTOOBI KTO-
HUOYIb JaJl 3HaK, KOrJa HaudaTh, MpokpudaB «Pa3-gBa- tpu!»,
HO HHUKTO ATOTO HE JAeNall U BCSIKUM Oexal, Korja XoTeda, |
OCTaHaBIIMBaJiCs, Korga ycraBai. Ilpouwio c¢ momyaca, u
BCE YK€ yCIEIU BBICOXHYTb.

— JoBosbHO! Ckaukm KoH4YeHbl! — KkpukHyn Jlomo.

Bce oxpyxuiu ero.

— Kro xe ocrasics mobeaureneM? — crpamivBaid OHH. —
KTo B3s11 ipu3?

Jlono HEe MOT OTBETHTh Ha 3TOT BOIPOC, HE MOIyMAaBIIH, U
JIOJITO CTOSUI, TIPUJIOKUB KOTOTh KO JIOY, @ YYACTHUKH CKadyeK
CMOTpEH Ha HEr0 MOJTYa U KA.

— Bce ocramuche mnobenutensiMu; BCe B3I TpHU3, U
Ka)XJIOMY OH JI0JIKEH OBbITh BblaH! — HakoHell pemui Jloso.

— A k1O %e Oy/eT BbjaBaTh UX? — KPUKHYJIO MHOKECTBO
TOJIOCOB.

— Koneuno, ona, — orBetun Joao, nokaszas Ha Alucy.

— Tlpusst!... IIpussl!... — 3akpuyanu Bce, OPOCUBIIUCH K
Aunnce.
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Omna pacrepsutach W, HE 3Hasl, 4TO JENaTh, OMYCTHIIA PYKY B
kapmaH. K cuacTpio, B HEM Halach KOpoOouka KOH(]eT, He
UCIIOPYEHHBIX coJeHOW Bomod. OHa crana pa3fgaBaTh HX, KAk
IPU3bI, U KaK pa3 Mo OJHOM JOCTAIOCH KAKIOMY.

— Ho Beap 1 oHa caMa A0DKHA MTOJIYYUTh MIPU3, — CKazaja
MBIILIKA.

— Koneuno, — cornacuincs ozo.

— Her nu y 1e6s emie yero-uuOynp B kKapMaHe? — CIPOCUII
OH, 0OpaTHUBIIKCH K AJHCeE.

— TonbKko 01MH HANEPCTOK, — rPYCTHO OTBETHJIA OHA.

— JlaBat ero croma, — ckazan Jlomo.

Bce okpyxmim Anucy, a Jogo TOpPKECTBEHHO BpYyYWI €
HaIEPCTOK, CKa3aB MPU ITOM:

— IlpocuM T€OsI MpUHATH 3Ty H3SAUIHYIO BEIIMIY! — U
CO BCEX CTOPOH pa3JaliChb BOCTOPKECHHBIE KPUKHU U
PYKOILIIECKaHUA.

IlepemoHus 3Ta mokaszajiach AJMCE OYEHb TIIYNOW, HO BCE
CMOTpENH TaK CEPHE3HO, UTO OHA HE pemmniach 3acmestbes. He
3Has1, YTO CKa3aTh, OHA MOJYa MOKJIOHUIACH U B3sJIa HAIEPCTOK,
CTapasiCh TOXKE CMOTPETh KaK MOYKHO CEpPbE3HEE.

3arem o0OIIECTBO TPHUHSIOCH 33 KOHQETh, M CKOPO
MOCJBIIIANICA IIIYyM W HEJOBOJIbHbIE KPUKHU. Bosibline NTUIbI
YKaJIOBAJIMCh, YTO COBCEM HE MOIUIM pa30o0paTh BKYC KOH(ET, a
MaJIeHbKHE JaBUJIMUCh UMH U MX MPUXOJWIOCH XJIOMATh
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no cnuHe. Hakonen, koH(peTsl Obun cheneHbl. Bee cHOBa
YCEJIUCh U MOMPOCUITU MBIIIKY paccKa3aTh €Il YTO-HUOY/Ib.
— Tsl oOemana pacckazaTh MHE CBOIO HCTOPUIO, —
ckazana Anmca,—¥u OOBSICHUTH, TOUYEMY THI HE JIFOOHUIITH
«k» ®m «c».—OHa He pemmwiach CKazaTh «KOIICK» U
«cobak», 1a M OJIHY HaYalbHYIO OYKBY IPOMU3HECHA IIOMOTOM,
yTOOBI HE OOMAETH U HE UCITYTaTh MBIIIKH.
— Mos uctopus oueHb JIMHHAS U TPYCTHAsI, — CO B3I0XOM
CKa3ajla MbIIlIKa, 00EpHYBIIKUCH K AJuce, — HO, BBICITYIIIAB €€,
HE HaI0 MEHSA  Ha3blBaTh  XBaCTyHbEW, a  IIOMHHUTH

TOJIBKO, 4TO A CHOCOOHA Ha MY>KECTBO H
CaMOIIOKEPTBOBAHUE.

— Bama wucropus, HaBepHO, HWHTEpPECHA, — OTBETHJIA
Anuca, s Ha XBOCT MBIIIKM, — HO BCE JK€ Ha3BaHME

XBaCTyHbsI OUE€Hb BaM K JIMILY, U i MOHSITh HE MOTY, IOYEMY OHO
BaM HE HPaBUTCS.

IToka mbllIb TOBOpHUIIA, AJlca BCE BpeMs B YIIOp IJsifeia Ha
MBIIITUHBINA XBOCT, — BOT IMOYEMY paccka3 MpeJICTaBUIICS €Ul B
CJIeIyIOLEM BUJIE:

Jlalika, BCTpETUBILINCH

C MBIIKOO, €1 TOBOPHUT:

Hawm nano, ronyOka, cyauThces,

N nameit ccope Bce OyayT

JIuBUTHCS. A THI HE

[Toxymaii Bunsite U

HE KU
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ITomane! ot Jlaiiku,

Mpiuis, Biepenu!..

MpI111b

Jlaiike

OTBeTUTH

Cymena;

Cynutbes OHa

coBceMm s He

XOoTea.

Ho crapas

Jlatika

[Munena,

ITeixTena U

KOHYMJIA

Tewm,

Yro

Brapyr

3asBuna:

MpIb!

51 Tebs

CoemM!

— BBl kaxkercs, He ciymaere MeHs! — BAPYT CTpOTO
CKa3aja MbIllIKa, B3MISIHYB Ha Ajucy.— O 4Yem Bbl
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nymaeTe?

— Her, g ciaymaio BHUMATENbHO, — KPOTKO OTBETHJIA
Anuca, — Bbl  JOLDIM OO0 NATOrO0  HM3ruda... €eciau He
OIIN0AaroCh.

— 4l monuta 10 Tak Ha3bIBAEMOTO Y3I1a. ..

— VY3en Ha XBOCTHKE! — BOCKJIMKHYNAa AJMca, BCETaa
roToBas OKa3aTh yciuyry. — O, gaiite MHE ero pa3Bsa3aTh!

— He nam! — cka3ana Mbllib, BcTaBasi, 4T00bI yUTH. —
[IpensioskeHus Baly HEJIETIbl 1 OCKOPOUTENbHBI !

— S He xoTema  Bac  OCKOPOMTbH, — B3MOJMJIACH
Anvca, — HO BBI PABO CIUIIKOM OOWTYUBHI!

MBI111b TOJIBKO IPOBOpPYAia YTO-TO B OTBET.

— Bepnutecs, noxanyicra, i JOCKa)KUTE CBOIO HUCTOPUIO!
— KpuKHyJa Ammca. Bce ocrampHble TOXE Hadalu
yOpPALINBAaTh MBIIIKY BEPHYTbCA, HO OHA HETEPIIEIUBO
nokayaja rojioBoil u mpubaBua mary.

— Kak xanp, uro mbimka yuuia! — ckaszan Jlopu, korga ona
Iporiajga u3 BULY.

A crapbiii Kpa0®, BOCHOJB30BaBIIUChH ClIydaeM, CKasall
MJIaJICHITY Kpaly:

— Ax! Munenskuit moit! [IpuMy BO BHUMaHHE 3TOT YPOK U
HUKOI'/Ia HE BBIXOJIM U3 TepIEHUs!

— 3aMonuu, mamna,— pe3Ko OTBETWJ MIIaJIeHel Kpad, —
Thl CaM CIIOCOOEH BBIBECTH M3 TEPIEHHUS JaXe TEPIETUBYIO

ycTpuiyy!
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— Xopoto, ecnu Obl JluHa Oblna 37€Ch! — BOCKIIMKHYJIA
Amuca. — OHa )XHUBO BepHYJIa ObI €€ Ha3a/l.

— A kT0 Takas /JluHa, €Ciau CMEI CIPOCUTh? — CKaszajl
Jlopm.

— DOTO0 Hama KOIlIKa, — ropsiuo MmporoBopuia Anuca; oHa
Bcerjaa Obljla TOTOBA PacCKa3blBaTh MPO CBOIO JIIOOMMHILY. —
Omna OTJINYHO JIOBUT MbIei! A mocMoTpenu Obl
Bbl, K&K OHa OXoTuUTcA 3a nrtuuamu! OHa B OJHY MHUHYTY
CXBATBIBAET U ChEJAET MATICHBKYIO ITUUKY!

CrnoBa AIKCHI CUIBHO B3BOJIHOBAJIH OOIIECTBO.

— Mmue nopa npomoit! — ckazanma crapas copoka. — Ot
XOJIOJHOTO BO3/1yXa Y MEHSI MOXKET 3a00JIETh TOpJIo.

A xaHapelka IpoKalyM roJIoCOM 3Bajla CBOMX ITEHYHUKOB:

— Ckopee, nern! — kpuyaiia oHa. — BaMm JTaBHO y»Ke mopa
CIaTk.

Bce, cchutasch Ha Kakyr-HUOYIIb YBOXKHUTEIbHYIO TIPHUUYKHY,
ylleTanyu WIA YXOIWJIW, W 4Yepe3 HECKOJbKO MHUHYT Ajuca
ocTajlach OJIHA.

— Kak xanp, yto s ynomsHyna o JluHe, — TpyCTHO
nporopopuia  oHa. — HWUKTO  31€ch,  NO-BUIAMMOMY, HE
JIOOUT €e, a MEXKIy TeM, IPYroll TaKoW XOPOIIEHBKOW KOIIKH
HEe HaljeTcs Bo BceM cBere! Ax, Mosg Mmuiiouka /luna! Heyxenu
s HUKOT/JIa HEe YBUXKY Te0s?

Tyt 6ennas Anvca cHOBA 3aIjiakaja: OHa YyBCTBOBasa ceOs
HECYAaCTHON M OIUHOKOM !
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UYepe3 HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHU HENAIEKO OT HEE MOCIBIIIAIUCH
miaru. Torga oHa oOepHynach B Ty CTOPOHY, HaJesich, 4TO
MBIIIIKA [epeayMaja U BO3BPALIAETCS Ha3ajd, 4TOObI 10CKa3aTh
CBOIO HCTOPHIO.

I V Kpouauk nocsuiaer buiis k cede B 1om

Ho »To Obuta He MbImKa, a Oenbrii Kposmk. OH THUXO TIIeJ
Ha3aJl U TPEBOKHO OCMATPUBAJICSA MO CTOPOHAM, Kak OyATo
noTepsia uro-1o. M Anuca ycnpliiaia, Kak OH IpoOopMoTalt mpo
ceos:

— YT0-TO CKaXeT repuoruHa? Ax, Bbl JIAIIKA MOU 30JI0ThIE!
Ax, Mou ycuku u OemgHas Mo ImKypka! OHa BenMT MeHs
Ka3HUTh; OTO TaK JK€ BEpPHO, KaK TO, YTO XOPEK — XOpeK!
U rze 310 st MOT IOTEPSATh UX?

Anuca ceiyac ke Jorajgaigach, YTO KpOJMK HIIET CBOU
JaiikoBble NEpYaTKU M Beep; 4YTOObl MOMOYb €My, OHa TOXE
ctana uckath ux. Ho ux He Obuio Hurnme. Bce m3ameHmsiocr) u
CTajo APYrMM C Te€X IOp, KaK OHA ynana B npyn. Jaxe
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HU3Kasi M JUIMHHAs KOMHATa CO CTEKJISIHHBIMU CTOJIMKOM U
MaJICHbKOM JBEPKOU Ky/1a-TO UCUYE3IA.

YBuneB Anucy, KpOJIMK CEpAUTO KPUKHYJI EH:

— Yto THI TYT Aenaemb, Mapu-AHHa? beru cuto xe MUHYTY
JIOMOW 1 TPUHECU MHE BEEp U napy nepyaTtok. JKuso!

Anmca 1o Toro mepemyranach, YTO TOTYAC XKe Mmobdexana B Ty
CTOPOHY KyJia ITOKa3bIBaJl KPOJIMK, 1aK€ HE OOBSCHUB €MY, UTO
OH OIIHOCs.

«OH NpPUHAJI MEHS 32 CBOIO NOPHUYHYIO! — qymaiia oHa. —
Kak oH ynuBuTCs, Korma ysHaer, 4ro 310 s. llocraparochk
IIPUHECTH €MY BEEp U NIEPUATKH, €CIIU TOJBKO HAWy UX!»

Tompko duro mogymana 310 AusMca, Kak — yBUzena
XOPOIIEHbKUN MaJICHBKUM JIOMHUK C OJiecTsiieil MeaHoun
JOIIEYKOM HAa  JIBEpH, Ha KOTOPOHM  OBUIO  HU3SIIHO
BbI'paBUpOBaHO: «b. kponmuk». Anuca BOexkana B JIOMHUK, HE
MOCTYYaBIIUCh, U Opocuiiach BBEpX MO JiecTHULe. OHA y>KacHO
0osnach, YTO BCTPETUTCA C HactosAwmed Mpspu- AHHOM U Ta
IIPOTOHUAT €€ W3 JOMY MpEkKJIe, YEM OHAa HAWAET Beep M

nepyaTKHU.
— Kak cTpaHHO, 4YTO MHE NOPUXOAUTCA HCIOIHATH
nopyuyeHusi Kponuka! — ckazana Amnuca. — [loxanyil, motom

s 1y Jluabl Oyay CIIy)KUTh Ha MOCHIIKaxX !

N Anuca npencraBuia cebe, kak 3to Oyaet: «Mucc Anmcay,
CKQXKET HsIHS, — WJUTE CKOpee OJCBATHCA, MOpa UATH TYJISTh.
— «4I ceriuac HEe MOry, HSIHS, — OTBETUT OHA
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cama. — J[uHa Benena MHE CHUJIETh JI0 €€ MPUXO0Ja OKOJO BOT
ATON WIEIOYKHM U CTOPOXKHUTh MBIIKY. [[MHE HYXHO 3HATh,
BBIXOJWJIA JIU OHA OTTyna». — Tonbko, ecnu [InHa B3gymaer
TaK pacnopspKaThesi, — cKazana Aunca, — TO €€, HaBepHOe, He
CTaHyT JAEp>KaTh B JJOME.

C stumu cinoBaMu AJrca BOIIUIA B MaJI€HBKYIO YHCTEHBKYIO
KOMHATKY; OKOJIO OKHA CTOsIJI CTOJI, @ Ha HEM Jiexasl Beep U JiBe-
TPU Tapbl OENbIX JAHKOBBIX IMEpUYaTOK. AJMca CXBaTHJIa OJHY
nmapy M Beep M YK€ XOTeJla YXOJUTh, KaK BAPYr YBHUJEA
My3bIPEK. CTOSBIIMK OKOJO 3epkasia. Ha Hem He ObLIO
ApJiblka C Haanmuchlo «Beimei 3To», HO AJMca BCE-TaKu
BBIHYJIa IPOOKY U MPUJIOKHIIA MY3bIPEK K rydam.

«Korzaa s mplo Wi €M 3/ech, — MoJAyMalla OHa, — BCEraa
cly4yaeTcsi 4To-HUOyAb HeoObIKHOBeHHOE. I[locMoTpro, dTO
OyJleT, €CJIM s BBIMBIO U3 ATOTO IMy3bIpbKa. XOPOIIO, €CIu Obl s
cTaja HEMHOXXKO IMOOOJIBIIE; MHE YK€ HaJ0el0 OBbITh TaKou
KPOLIKOW.

OHa, nelcTBUTEIBHO, CTajda OOJIbIlIe U ropa3/io CKopee, YeM
oxuaana. He ycrena oHa BBIMUTH U MOJIOBUHBI My3bIPbKa, KaK
MOYyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO TOJIOBAa €€ TMOJAMUPAET MOTOJIOK.
Hcnyrasuich, 4To y Hee clioMaeTcs Ies, Ajuca ImocKopee
MOCTaBMUJIA My3bIPEK HA MECTO.

— JloBonbHO, — cKa3ajga oHa. — Hanerwoch, YTO o HE
caemaroch emie Oonpine. Sl u temepb OyAy HE B COCTOSIHUH
BBIUTH U3 TOMHKA. AX, 3a4eM s BBIITHIIA TaK MHOTO!
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Ho sroro yxe Henb3s ObL10 momnpaBuTh. I Anuca Bce eme
He mepectana pactu. CKOpo €l MPUIIOCh CTAaTh HAa KOJECHH,
MOTOM CE€CTh, W, HAKOHEI], MOJIyJeXKa, YINEepPeThCs JOKTEM B
nBepb. OHaKO W TMOCJIE ATOTO OHA MPOAOJIXKaja JIeNIaThCsl BCE
Oospiie W Oosbllie. B KOHIIE-KOHIIOB OHAa JOJDKHA ObLla
MPOCYHYTh OJIHY PYKY B OTKPBITOE OKHO, a OJHY HOTY
MOJIOKUTh Ha KAMHUH.

— Hy, xpome 3Toro, 1 yK€ HAYEro CAeNaTh HE MOTY, €Cliu
cTaHy emie Oojbllle, — CKazaja OHa; — YTO-TO CO MHOIO
oyner!

K cuacTteio nmis Anucel, BojmeOHass OyThIJIOYKA MPOU3BENA
Ha HEE yX€ BCE CBOE JCHCTBHE, U OHA, HAKOHEI, IepecTalia
pactu. Ho Bo BcskoM ciaydae oHa Tiomnaja B OOJBIIYIO
oeny. He Buns HUKaKoH BO3MOXXHOCTH BBIUTH M3 JIOMHUKA, OHA
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa c€0sl HECUACTHOM, UEMY HEJb3s yAUBIISATHCS.

«Jloma ObLIO TOpazno dyulie, — aymaia OelHasl JeBOYKa.
— Tam g He genamach HU OOJbIIE, HU MEHBIIE, U KPOJIUKHU U
MBIIIU HE pacnopspKAINCh MHOIO. OUeHb Kallb, YTO s MOIILIA B
KPOJIUYBI0O HOPKY, a MEXKAYy TEeM... MEXIy TeM, BCE XKe
WHTEPECHO TOXWUTh TaKow JXu3HblO... Korma s uyurana
BOJIIIICOHBIC CKa3KH, MHE Ka3aJioCh, YTO  TaKHUX
HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIX BEICH HUKOTrJa HE OBIBACT, a TEIEPh TaKUE
K€ HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIE BEIU CIYYHJIUCh cO MHOU. HyxHO OBLIO
Obl HamucaTh KHUXKY mpo MeHs. Korma s BwIpacTy, TO
HAIUITY... BIPOYEM 5 YK€ BBIPOCIA, — TPYCTHO MpubOaBuiia
OHa, — CJIeJaThes ele OOJIbIIe MHE HEeJb3s, 10 KpalHel Mmepe,
37€Ch»
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«byny 1M s CTAaHOBHUTBCS CTaplle WIA HET? — IpoJoJDKaia
aymatb Amnuca. — XOpOIIO, €Clid S HUKOrJa HE CHENAICh
CTapyxoil, HO 3aTO MHE Bcerja npuaercd yuuTh ypoku. Her,
HET, 3TO OBLJIO OBl OYEHH HEMPHUITHO!»

— Kakas 1b1 riiyniasi, Anuca! — BAPYr BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. —
Hy, pa3Be MoxxHO yuuthcs 3aech? TyT naxe u amns tedsi-To eaBa
XBaTaeT MECTa, a YYEOHUKU COBCEM HEKYZa MOJIOKHUTb.

Emie HeCKOIBKO BpeMEHH IpooJpKana Anica pa3roBapuBaTh
cama ¢ c00010, KaKk BIPYI OKOJIO JOMa IMOCIBIIIAJICS TOJ0C
Kkposinka. OHa cTajia IpUCITYIIMBATHCA.

— Mbpu-Anna! Mbdpu-AnHa!l — Kpuyan KpoauK. —
[IpyHEeCH MHE NIEpUYaTKH, CHIO )K€ MUHYTY !

[loTom Jlerkue mard CTalnd MOJHUMATBCA IO JIECTHULE
HaBepxX. McmyraBmuMCh, 4TO KpPOJMK B3OWIET M YBUAMUT €€,
Anuca 3ampoxana Tak, 4To 3aTpscCs 10M, OHA COBCEM 3a0blia,
YTO CTajla TENeph YyTh HE B ThICAUY pa3 OOJbLIE KPOJIHUKA U
NOTOMY €i1 Heuero 00sITbCA €ro.

Mexnay TeMm, KpOJUK B30IIEN HAa JIECTHUIY WM MHOMpOOOBa
OTBOPUTH JIBEPH; HO TaK KaK OHa OTHHPAJIACh BOBHYTPb U B HEe
YOUPAJICA JOKOTh AJIUCHI, TO 3TO, KOHEYHO, HE y1aJIOCh EMY.

— OO0oiiny Kpyrom, — cKasajl OH, — U BJI€3Y B OKHO.

«Hy, ner, aToro He Oyner», — nogymana Anuca. OHa crana
NPUCITYIIMBATBCA M KOTJA YCIbIIIANa, YTO KPOJIUK MOJOILIEN K
OKHY, BBICYHYJIa U3 HETO PYKY, & MIOTOM OBICTPO CKaJla MajbIlbl
B KyJIaK, Kak OyJITO XOTeja CXBaTUTh YTO-TO.
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Ona, KOHEYHO, HUYETO HE MoiMaina, HO YCIHbIIIaia CIa0bIi,
KaJOOHBIN BU3T U 3BOH Pa30UTOr0 CTEKJIA.
«JlomxHO OBITH KPOJIMK yHajd Ha MapHUKOBYIO paMy WM Ha
YTO-HUOY/Ib B 3TOM POJI€ U pa30ui CTEKIIO», — MOAyMalla OHa.
— IIat! Ilat! — yepe3 MUHYTY CEpPAMTO 3aKpUUAJl KPOJIUK,
— TJIe ThI TaM?

— 4 3pech, cymapb, — OTBETHJI KaKOW-TO HE3HAKOMBIU
rojoc. — Sl poro MKy AJis S0JIOK.
— Poems amMky? — Bce Tak K€ CEpIUTO MPOTOBOPHUII

kponuk. — [loau-ka croa na nomoru mue!

[Tocapimmanack Kakas-To BO3HS M CHOBA 3a3BEHENN Pa30UTHIC
CTEKJIA.

— A Teneps CKaxku MHe, I1at, 4To 3TO Takoe B OKHE?

— Komneuno, pyka, cynaps.

— Pyxka? Drakuii rych! A BuUIan Thl KOTJIa-HUOYAb PYKH
TaKoOM BeIMYUHBI? Beap OHa 3aHs1a BCE OKHO!

— Bupnars He Bugan, cynaps. Ho 310 Bece-Taku pyxka.

— Hy, e#i Tyt coBcem He MecTo. Ctymaii u yoepu ee! 3arem

HAaCTYNUJIO  TMPOAOJDKUTEILHOE  MOJYaHUE,
Y TOJIBKO M3pEJKa ciablmaics menot: «Her, s He Mory, cyaaps,
HE MOTy!»

— A 4 TOBOpIO, YTO Thl AOJDKEH CHENaTh 3TO, TPYC Thl
ATaKuii!
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Anuca omsTh NPOTSAHYJA PYKY C TaKUM ABUKCHHEM, TOYHO
OHa XBaTaeTcs 3a BO3AYX, U Ha 3TOT Pa3 MOCIBIIIAIKNCH JIBa
B3BHU3ra U CUJIbHBIN TPECK Pa30UTOro CTEeKIIa.

«CKOJIBKO Yy HUX IMMApHUKOBBIX paMm!—noaymana Anuca. —

HuTepecHo, 4TO ENISIE OyJer.
S odenp OBl xenana, 4YTOObBl UM YJAJIOCh BBITAIIUTH MEHS
oTcroal — moaymaiia Amnuca. — MHE COBCEeM HE XOoueTcs

OCTaBaThCS 31EChY.

Heckonpko BpeMeHHM TMpojaoDKajgach TIIyOOKas THIIHHA.
[ToroM mnocnelmancs CTyYK MaJ€HbKHUX KOJIEC, U HECKOJIBKO
TOJIOCOB 3arOBOPUIIO Cpasy:

— I'me xe nppyras mectHuna? — S OpUHEC TOIBKO OJHY,
npyras y bumns. — Tamum ee croga, buns! — IlocTaBbTe X
BOT K 3ToMmy yriy! — HeT, Hy>KHO CHayajia CBS3aTh UX: OHHU
ciauikoM kKopotku. — Hy, BOT teneps xopomo. — Unau crona,
bwte, nepku BOT 3Ty BEPEBKY! — A KpbIllIa BBIIECPKUT? —
Cmotpute, olHaA uepemnuiia Iataercs, Oeperure T'OJIOBEI!
(Paznancs CTpAIHbINI Tpeck u rpoxotT). — Krto 310
cnenan? — JlomkHo ObITh, Buiib! — A kTO TOsNE3eT B TpyOy
— 11?7 Hy, yx Her, nonesaii cam! — He xouy u s! — Ilycte
ne3et bunnas. — Wan crona, bumns! TBoM rocronun BeuT TedC
J€3Th B TpyOy!

«3Haunt bwmwie coycthTcs KO MHE uepe3 Tpyoy, —
nogymana Amnnca. — OHH, KaXeTcs, BCE B3BaJIMBAIOT Ha
bunna! He xorena Ol s ObITH Ha ero mecte... KaMuH odeHb
y30K, HO MOSI HOTa BCE-TaKU MPOUIET B HETO.

46



OHa npocyHyJia HOT'Y B KAMHH, HACKOJIBKO MOIJIA JajblIe U
KOI/Ia YTO-TO MAJIEHBKOE CTajlo, Lapamasch, CITyCKaTbCs B
TpyOy, oHa moaymaina: «31o buis!» — 1 cTykHyna HOTOA.

CHauana nmoclbIIaics MOpPOX, @ TOTOM HECKOJIBKO TOJIOCOB
3aKpUYAIIO Cpasy:

— Bos Bbute3aet busuib!

— Jepxute ero! OH ynaget! — 3akpuyan Oejblid KPOJIUK.

Heckonmbko BpemMeHM BcE€ MOJYaIM, a @IOTOM CHOBa
3arOBOPUJIIU CPaA3y:

— llognepxuBai emy ronosy!... J[ail emy Ternepb HEMHOTO
koHbsKy! He 3anymu ke ero! — Yto ¢ ToO0#H, cTapuna? — Uro

Takoe ciaydwioch? — Pacckaxku Ham! — IloToM 10 Amuckl
JIOHECCs cNadblid, ApoXKamui rojoc. («IT0 TOBOPUT Buiiby,
— moaymana oHa): — S w cam He 3Har 4YTOo... Her,

JOBOJIbHO, Ojarojapio Bac... Temepb MHE Jiydlle, HO s €Il
CJIMILIKOM B3BOJIHOBaH, YTOOBI IPUIIOMHUTH BCE. 3HAIO TOJBKO,
YTO BAPYI MOJHSUIOCH KO MHE CHM3y YTO-TO OIPOMHOE,
paszancsi CTpallHbli TPOXOT, W SI BbUIETEN W3 TPYyObl, Kak
pakera!

— Jla, coBceM Kak pakera, CTapuHa! — 3aKprUyaiu Bee.

— Ilpuaerca momxkedb J0M! — cKazal KpOJIMK. Y CIIBIIIAB
3TO0, AJCca TOTYAC K€ 3aKpHU4alia, HACKOJIBKO MOTJIa TpOMYE:

— Ecunu BbI crienaere 310, g Hamy1y Ha Bac J{uHy!
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[Tocne ee cmoB HacTymUa TTyOOKast THUIIHA.

«YTO-TO OHM MNPUAYMAIOT Teneph? — nmoaymaina Ajuca. —
Bynws orn moymHee, oHr pa3o0paiiy ObI KPBIIITYY.

Uepe3 MUHYTY CHOBA MOCHBIIAICSA LIYM OKOJIO JOMHKA, H
KPOJIUK CKa3an:

— OpHoM Tauky, mojararo, 0y1eT J0CTaTO4YHO.

«OpnHoil Tauku ¢ uem?» — noaymana Anuca.

OHa o4deHb CKOpO y3Haja 3To. ['pajg MaleHbKUX KaMEIIKOB
MOCHINIAJICS K HEW B OKHO M HEKOTOPbIC M3 HMX MOMNalu €l B
JIMLIO.

«Hy»XHO OCTaHOBUTH UX», — IOJAyMajia OHA U KpUKHYJIA!

— He coBeryro Bam noBTroputh caenanHoe! Iocme

3TOr0 CHOBA HACTYIWJIa MEPTBas TUILIUHA.

Alrca ¢ yAMBICHHMEM YyBHUJIENA, YTO IOMABIINE B KOMHATY
KaMEIIIK{ NMPEeBPATUIIMCh B TUPOKKHU.

«ITonnpoOyt0 CchEeCTh MUPOKOK, — TMOAyMaia OHA, —
HAaBEPHOE OT ATOTO0 M3MEHUTCA MOM pOCT. A Tak Kak OojbIlIe s
cIleNlaTh HE MOTY, TO 3HAUYUT CTAHY MEHBIIIEY.

OHa cbenma NUPOXKOK W C PAAOCTBIO 3aMeTuia, 4To,
JNEUCTBUTENBHO, cAenanack Menblmie. Korma poct ee
YMEHBIIUWIICS HACTOJIbKO, YTO €M Y€ MOXHO OBLJIO MPOUTH B
JBEpb, OHa BbIOEXkajga W3 JOMUKA U YBHUJEIA LEIYI TOJITY
JKUBOTHBIX M IITHI], COOpaBIIUXCS IO OKHOM. bemubiii buiib
— MaJieHbKas  fImepuiia — JieKall IocCepedauHe; IBe
TBUHEICKHE CBUHKHU MOAACPKUBAIM €r0 U JaBAJIH €My UTO- TO
NUTh U3 OYTHUIKH.
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Kak tonpko Anuca mokasajiach, Bce OPOCHIMCH K HEW, HO
OHa yOerkalia OT HUX U CKOPO OUyTHJIach B TyCTOM JIECy.

«IIpexnae Bcero, — noaymana Ajnwuca, Uis Mo JieCy, — MHE
HY’KHO CJIeJIaThCsl MOOO0JIbIIE, TAKOMN ke, Kakoi g OblIa Joma, a
IIOTOM HaWTH J0pory B 4yAHBIM cazn. Jlymaro, d4rto 23T0,
MOXKAITYH, Ty4IlINH TJIaH IEUCTBUINY.

[Inan ObUT Ha camMOM JieJie XOpOIll M BeChbMa JIOBKO 3aJlyMaH;
CAMHCTBEHHOE 3aTpPyJHEHHE COCTOsUI0O B TOM, 4TO Aunca
MOJIOKUTENIBHO HE 3HAJIa, KaK IPUBECTH €ro B HCIOJHECHHE.
B TO Bpemsi, kak OoHa TPEBOKHO OpojuiIa MEXIY IEPEBBIMU,
OTBICKMBAsl IOPOTy, Y HEE€ HaJ TOJIOBOM pa3fayiCsi OTPBIBUCTHIM
Jlail ¥ OHA C UCITYTOM IOJIHsUIa Tjia3a.

OrpoMHBbIif IIEHOK, CU/I Ha BETKE, TJISA/Ie]l Ha Hee OOJIbIIIUMU
KPYIJIBIMU TJ1a3aMU U IPOTSTUBAJ JIally, CTapascCh €€ TPOHYTh.

— bennas kpomka! — ckazama Ajmca Kak  MOXHO
JJaCKOBEE M XOTeJa CBUCTHYTh, HO He Morja. OHa yKacHO
Oosu1ack, 4TO cobaka rojiofgHa U, MoXxaidyi, B3lyMaeT CheCTh €€,
HECMOTpS Ha BCE €€ 3a/la0puBaHuUsl.

Cama He 3Has 3aueM, OHa MOJHSJA MaJICHbKYI0 BETOUKY U
MPOTSHYJIA €€ MIEHKY. TOT B3BU3THYJ OT PaIOCTH, COCKOYMII Ha
3eMJII0 U Opocwiics K Anmce, Jenas BHJ, KaK OyATO XO4YeT
pa3opBaTh BETOUKY Ha KYCOUYKH.

Anuca, 0osich TomacTh coOake II0J] HOTH, CIpsTajach 3a
BBICOKMI  4yepTomoyiox. Ho korma oOHa  BBIIISIHYJIA C
JIPYyrof CTOPOHBI YEpPTOIOJI0Xa, IIEHOK CHOBA KUHYJICS
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Ha BETOYKY M MEPEKYBBIPHYJICS, CIElIa MOCKOPEe CXBAaTUTh €€.
Anvca, OTIMYHO CO3HABAas, YTO €M, MPU TEHEPEIIHEM €€ POCTe
UIpa cO IIEHKOM PaBHSJIACh Obl UTPE C YIPSHKHOW JIOIIAbIO, U
B y)Xace, 4TO LIEHOK MOXET 3aToNTaTh €€ JanaMH, OISTh
CIpsiTalach 3a 4YEpTOIOJOXOM, a IIEHOK, TPOMKO Jas, TO
KHJAJCS K HEMY, TO OTIpPBITMBaJ OT Hero. HakoHen oH cen
JIOBOJIBHO JAJEKO OT AJIMCHI U, BBICYHYB SI3bIK, TSDKEJO JBIIIA,
MOJTY3aKpbLJI CBOM OTPOMHBIE TJIa3a.

Anuca pemmia BOCIONb30BaThCsl YAOOHBIM ciaydaem. OHa
no0exalia co BCeX HOI OT II€HKa U HE OCTAHABJIMBAsCh /10 TEX
nop, Moka He BbIOMWIAach M3 cui. Tenepp Jlail cobaku 4yTh
CJIBILIHO JTOHOCHJICS WU3/1AJIN.

— A Bce-Taku MWIEHBKHMHM ObLI 3TOT HIEHOK! — cKa3asa
Anuca, NpUCIOHUBUINCH K IIBETKY M 0OMaxuBasi TUCTOYKOM. —
S ¢ yA0BOJIBCTBHEM BhIyUMsia Obl €r0 pa3HbIM HITYKaM, HE Oyb
g Takas MaJeHbKas... AX, s U 3a0blIa, 4YTO MHE HY>KHO IPEXK]E
Bcero Beipactu! Kak ke caenarb 310? JlOMXKHO OBITH, MHE
HY’)KHO CBECTh WU BBINMUTH Yero-uuOyab. Ho uero? Bot B uem
BoImpoc!

Jla, BOmpoC 3TOT OYEHb BAXKHBIA, M AJMcCa MOCMOTpENA
KPyrOM Ha TpaBy M Ha L[BETbl, HO HE MOIJIa PELIUThb, YTO €i
HY’KHO CBhECTh WJIM BBIINHUTh, YTOOBI BbIpacTu. OKOJIO HEE POC
OompIoi rpud, BenmuunHOM ¢ Hee. [lornsaneB Ha HETO CHU3Y U
c OokoB, Anuca 3axoTela TMOMNIAIETh Ha HErO U CBEPXY,
yepe3 rpuOHyr0 manouky. OHa BcTajla Ha UBINOYKU W,
MOJIHSAB TOJIOBY, BCTPETWJIAch IJIa3aMH C OOJBIIMM TOJyOBIM
YEepBIKOM, KOTOPBIA cuaen Ha rpube, W, CIOXKUB IEepeaHHUe
JIanKH, CIIOKOWHO KYpHJ U3 IJIMHHOTO
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KaJbsiHa (T. €. mpubopa A KypeHHs, B KOTOPOM JIbIM MPOXOAUT
yepe3 BOAY, HaXOJAUIYIOCS B 0COOOM CTEKIIIHHOM COCYAE), HE
oOpaiasi Hu MaJIeHIIero BHUMaHMs Ha Hee.

V . CoBer yepBsika

Anvca U 4epBSK HECKOJIbKO BPEMEHHM MOJI4a CMOTPEIU APYT
Ha Jpyra. Hakoner, 4epBsK BBIHYJI MYHIIITYK H30 pTa M
CIIPOCHIT BSLJIBIM, COHHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Ko BBI TAKan?

DTOT BOPOC CMYTHIT AJUCY.

— Sl... g He 3HaI, KTO s Temepb, — POOKO MPOTrOBOpHIIA
oHa. — Sl 3HaIO TOJNBKO, KeM s Oblia, KOTJa BCTaja CETrOMHs
yrpoM. C Tex mop s MeHsIach OY€Hb MHOTO Pas.

— UYto BBI XOTHTE€ OSTUM CKa3aTh? — CTPOTO CIPOCHII
4yepBsiK. — OOBSICHUTECH.

— MHe kaxercs, S HE MOTy OOBSICHHTHCS, — OTBETHJIA

Alnca, — MOTOMY YTO TENEPh 5 yKe HE 5.

— He nonumaro, — ckaszan 4yepBsK.

— Ouenp xanb, HO s, NpaBO Ke, HE BUHOBATAa,
nporopopwia — S u cama He moHmMaro. Korma penaemibcs
CTOJIBKO Pa3 B JICHb TO OOJIBIIIE, TO MEHBIIIC, 3TO OYCHbh COMBAET.
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— Huckonbko, — cka3ai 4epBsiK.

— Moxer ObITh, BaM HE MPUXOIWIOCH HCIBITATH 3TO, —
3ametmiia Anmca. — BOT Korja Bbl CAEIAeTECh KYKOJIKOW, a
noToM 0a00YKOM, TO, 51 AyMaro, BaM OyJIeT CTpaHHO.

— Hu xpoiieuku, — OTPBIBUCTO MTPOTOBOPUIT YEPBSIK.

— 3HauuT, BBl HE TAKOW, KaK 5, — cKa3zayia Anuca. — MHe
MOKAa3aJI0Ch OBl TO OYEHb CTPAHHBIM.

— Bam? — npesputenpHo GBIpKHYT YepBsiKk. — KToO BbI?

Wtak, oHM CHOBa BEPHYJIUCh K TOMY, C YEro Hayaju.
OAHOCTIOKHBIE OTBETHI YEPBIKA pa3Aparkany AJucy.

OHa BBIIPSIMUIIACH BO BECh POCT U OYEHb CEPHE3HO CKa3ala:
— MHe Ka)KeTcsl, 4TO Bbl JIOJKHBI CIIEpBA CKa3aTh MHE, KTO BbI
TaKOM.

— Ilouemy? — cmnpocun 4YepBsIK, U TaK KaKk NPUAYMAThb
OTBET OBLIO TPYJHO, U YEPBSK ObLI, IO-BUJUMOMY, CHJIBHO HE B
nyxe, TO AjiMca NOBEPHYJIACh U MOIIJIA OT HErO MPOYb.

— Bepautecs! — KpukHyn 4epBiIK. — MHe HyXHO
CKa3aTh BaM OJHY OY€Hb Ba)XHYIO BEILlb.

N3 mobonbiTcTBa Allica CHOBA MOJOIILIA K HEMY.

— DBbI HE 10KHBI BBIXOAUTH U3 ¢e0s1, — CKa3ajl YepBsK.

— MU 310  BCe? —cmpocuna  Anmca,  cTapasich He
II0Ka3aTh, YTO PaCCEPAMNIIACh.

— Her, — oTBeTi1 yepBsIk.
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Anca pemuia MOJO0XKAATh, MOTOMY YTO €M BCE PABHO
HEYero ObLIO JenaTh. A UYEpPBSK, MOXKET OBITh, CKa)XET YTO-
HUOYb MHTEPECHOE.

Heckonbko BpeMeHU OH MOJ4a BBITyCKasl KIyObl JIbIMa, HO,
HAKOHEII, 3arOBOPWIL:

— Tak BbI AyMaeTe, 4TO NEPEMEHUITUCH? — CIIPOCUII OH.

— Jla, Tak MHe Kaxkercs, — oTBeTwia Ajuca. — S
HE MOTY MPUIIOMHUTH TOTO, YTO 3HAajJa PaHbIIE, S YyTh HE
yepe3 KaxIble JIeCSITh MHUHYT CTAHOBIIOCH TO OOJIbIle, TO
MEHBIIE.

— Yt0 %e Bbl, COOCTBEHHO rOBOPS, 3a0bIBa€TE? — CHPOCUII
YEPBSK.

— S nonpoOoBana ckazaTh CTUXH, HO OHHU BBIIUIK Y
MEHSI COBCEM JpYyrue, — MeYalibHO OTBETHIIA AJHcA.

— A Hy, CKa)xuTe-Ka CTUXu «boJIpeIil CTapuk».

Anuca croxuia pyky U Havana:

«TwI— cTapuk, Moit oTelr; ocinadelr Tel OT JET, —

Cka3zan ceiH. — He Mory s IOHATS,

Kak B Takue rona yxurpsemncs Tel BBepx

HOTaMH TaK 4acTO CTOSITH?»

N orBetun crapuk: « Korma monon st 6611, To

00sJICS Ha TOJIOBY BCTATh.

DTO MHE MTOBPEJINT, TaK s Ayman toraa, U

Ha MO3T MOXET JIyPHO BIIUSITb.

Ho Teneps He ocTtanocs yma y MeHs
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U 6osThCs YK HEedero Mue. [lotomy-

TO 51 YaCTO M JJOJITO Terepb Beepx

HOTaMH CTOIO Ha JIBOPEY.

«TBI cTapuk yK, OTell, — CHOBa ChIH 3aBeN peub, — U
THI TOJICT, CJIUIITKOM TOJICT YK TEIEpb,

Taxk 3a4uem ke, CKaku, KyBbIpKaembes Tol, 1

CIIMHOM OTBOPSENIb Thl ABEPH?»

N otBetui crapuk: «C IOHBIX JIET TaK TPUBBIK. bbLT 5
ruOOK U JIOBOK TOT/a,

[lepenpobiruBai s, 1a NpbITHY U TeNepb, Upes
BBICOKHUH 3a00p 0€3 Tpyaa».

«TBI yxk cTap, Tl yXK cell, ciadbl

3yObI TBOU. —

CoiH ckazan. — TeOe karry ectb!

Kaxk e rycst Bcero — oOBsICHU 3TO MHE —

Mor ¢ KOCTSIMH U KJTFOBOM ThI ChECTh?)

U otBeTnn crapuk: «S cynumcs He pas,

Huxorna anBokatoB He Opai,

CamM cBoH Bce Jiera 3alIuIai Ha Cy/Ie,

OtToro u 3y0acThIM s CTaI».

«TBou cnabmI ri1a3a, — ckasai chlH, — 1 TeOe [[aBHO
HY>KHO OYKH HaJIeBaTh.

Kax >xe Mo>keIib yrpst Thl yCTaBUTh Ha HOC
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W Ha KOHUKKE cCaMOM JepKaTh?»

«YOupaiics Tbl Ipoub! — paccepamiics ctapuk. — A

TpH pa3a Te0e OTBEYall.

Cnymats B310p 51 yCTal, yXOAU OT MEHS,

Yrto6sl cam st TeOst He mporHan!

— HesepHo! — KpuKHYJ UepBsIK.

— JlomxHO OBITH, HE COBCEM BEPHO, — pPOOKO CKazaja
Anuca. — HekoTopsble cioBa ObUIH MPEXxe Kak OyATO Ipyrue.

— HesepHo ¢ camoro Havana M 10 KOHIIa, — PEIIUTEIBHO
IIPOTOBOPUIT YEPBSIK.

Ha Hecko1bK0 MUHYT HaCTYyIHIIO MOJTYaHUE.

— Kakoro e pocta Tebe XoTenoch Obl ObITh? — CIPOCHI

YEepBSK.

— I'maBHOE neno maxe HE B pocTe, — OBICTPO OTBETHIIA
Ammca. — HemnpusiTHee Bcero, Kak Thl 3Haellb, MCHATHCS TaK
9acTo.

— S aTOro He 3Har0, — CKaszaj YepBsK. Anrca mpoMoyania.
Hukorga 10 cWX NOp HHUKTO €M TakK HE MPOTUBOPEUYMII U
He 0OpBIBaJ €e TaK Ha KaxJoM ciioBe. OHa IMOYyBCTBOBAIA, YTO
TEPSET TEPIICHUE.

— A JI0BOJIbHA Tbhl CBOMM TEHNEPEIIHUM POCTOM? —
CIIPOCHJI YEPBSIK.

— Mmnue xorenoch Obl OBITH HEMHOXKKO IIOBBIIIE, —
otBeTuina Amuca,— [lonTopa Bepiika—4uTO K€ 3TO
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3a pocr!

— DOT0, HampoTWB, NPEKpPacHbIM pocTt! — C Jocanoi
IPOrOBOPUJI YEPBSAK W, BCTAB Ha IpUO, BBITSHYJCA BO BCIO
JuiHy. OH OBLT KaK pa3 B MOJATOpPA BEPIIKA.

— Ho g He mnpuBbIKIIa K TakoMmy pocTy! — xaloOHO
nporoBopuia 6emHas Anuca u mogymania mpo ceos: «Kakue onun
BCE 3/1€Ch 00MIUNBbIE!»

— Co BpeMeHEM MpPUBBIKHETE, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3ajl YEpBAK
U CHOBa TMPUHAJCA KypuTb. AJMca CTOsAJA U TEPIIEINBO
XKJana, Korjaa eMy B3JAyMaercs 3aroBOpUTh. MUHYTHI uepes JBe
YEepBSIK IEpEeCTAl KypHUTb, 3€BHYJ pa3a JBa M BCTPSIXHYJCS.
[Torom oH cnycTuiics ¢ rpuba W MOMNOJI3 B TPaBy, 3arajoyHoO
IIPOTrOBOPUB:

— Opnna cTopoHa crienaeT Te0s BbIILE, IpyTas HUXKeE.

— Opna cropona uero? [Ipyras cropoHa u4ero? —
KpUKHYJIa emy Auuca.

— I'puba, — oTBeTMA dYepBAK MW Tpomajl U3 BHUJA B
CIICIYIOIINN MMT.

Heckonbko BpemeHnu Anuca 3aJyMyuBO IJsiienia Ha rpuo,
CTapascCh JI0raiaTtbCsl, 1€ y HErO Mpasasi U IA€ JIeBas CTOPOHA.
Tak xak OH ObUT COBEPIIIEHHO KPYTJIbIi, TO OHA HUKAK HE MOTJja
peummTh 3T10. HakoHern, oHa oOxBaTuia €ro oOEMMH pyKaMH,
HAaCKOJIBKO MOTJIa Jajbllle U OTJIOMHJIA KaXZJOM pPYKOH IO
KyCOUKY OT Kpasi TpuOHOM 1IaMoyvKy.

— Hy, Oynp, uro Oyner! — ckaszama Anmca W OTKycuia
HEMHOKKO OT KyCOYKa, KOTOpPbIN ObLI y HEE B IIPaBOM pYKe.
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B Ty e MUHYTy OHa NOYYBCTBOBaJla, KaK YTO-TO CHJIbHO
yAApUIO €€ Mo N0A00POJI0K; OH CTYKHYJICS 00 €€ HOTH.

Takas HeoknaaHHas IEpEMEHA CTPAIIHO Mepenyraia Aucy.
Henw3st Obimo TepsiTh HU MUHYTHL. UyBCTByS, 9TO JAelaeTCs
HWOKE M HI)KE, OHAa TOPOIUIMBO IOJHECHA KO PTy APYrou
Kycouek. Ee moa0opooK Tak IJIOTHO MPHKUMAJICS K HOTaM,
YTO OHA €/IBa MOrja OTKpbITb poT. HakoHem, 3TO Bce-Taku
yIaJIOCh €H, ¥ OHA MPOIJIOTUIIA KyCOUeK rpuda U3 JIEBOU PyKH. ..

— CnaBa bory! Mos ronoBa noassimack! — ¢ BOCTOProm
BOCKJIMKHYJa Anuca. Ho Hemonaro mpumnuiock €i paaoBaThCsl.
Oxkaszanocb, 4YTO TeElmepp IUIEYM €€ KyJa- TO IPOIaJu.
Korma ona cMoTpena BHU3, TO BUJENA TOJIBKO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
JUIMHHYIO 11I€10, KOTOpas MOJHUMAaach, Kak BBICOKHI CTEOeb,
U3 MOPS JINCTHEB, 3EICHEIONIUX JAJIEKO BHU3Y.

«YT0 3TO TaM BHU3Y TAKOE 3€JeHOE? — nmoaymana Asmca. —
N kyna neBanuck Mou 1iedu? A Mou O€THbIE PYKHU — 51 COBCEM
HE BUXKY HUX!»

Omna 3as1BUranga MMy, HO U3 3TOIO0 HUYETO HE BBIIUIO: JOHECCS
CHHU3Y TOJIBKO JIETKHUI IOPOX B 3€JIEHMU.

Tak kak Anuca HeE MOINIa TMOJHATH PYK K TOJOBE, TO
nomnpoOoBajia OMyCTUTh K HUM TOJIOBY M C PaJOCThIO YBHJIENA,
YTO IIEsi €€ MOXET THYThCS BO BCE CTOPOHBI, Kak 3Mes. Ei
YAQJIOCh CBEPHYTh €€ KOJIbIIaMHU M T'0JI0Ba €€ CTalla OIyCKaThCs
Ha 3€JIeHb, KOTOPYIO OHa Buiesia cBepxy. Oka3anoch, 4TO 3TO
BEPIIUHBI JEPEBbEB, MOJ KOTOPHIMHU
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OHA CTOsUla, KOrJja C HEH CIy4yuJoCh TOCIEIHEE YYAHOE
IpeBpalicHue.

Paspanca pe3kuii cBUCT, W BIApPYr AJMca HCIOYTaHHO
OTKWHYJIa TOJIOBY Ha3zad. bomnbmas romyOka momyierena K
HEW U CWJIBHO yAapuiia €€ KIOBOM MO JIUILY.

— 3mes! — kpuyana romyoka.

— Sl He 3Mmes, — C HEroJ0BaHWEM OTBETHJIAa AJuca. —
OctaBb MeHs B ToKoe!

— A s TOBOpIO, YTO ThI 3Mesi! — MOBTOpHUJIA TOJIyOKa, HO
yke 0oJiee cliepKaHHBIM TOHOM, W MpuOaBuiia, 3apbiaaB: — S
npoOoBaja v TyT U TaM, HO BCE€ OKa3bIBAJIOCH HEMOIXOSIIINM !

— 1 He mOHMMAI0, O YeM Thl TOBOPUIIIL, — CKa3ana Ajuca.

— S mpoOoBasia naepeBbs, mpoOoBana Oeper, MpobdoBaia
U3rOpoju, — MpoJIoJDKalia roiyOka, He ciymas ee. — Ho
stu 3Meu! OT HUX He criacenibest Hurae!

Arnuca ¢ HeJIOyMEHHEM Clyllajia ee, HO JyMmalia, 4To He
CTOWT 3a/1aBaTh BOMPOCHI, IOKA TOJIyOKa HE KOHYUT TOBOPHUTH.

— Kak Oyaro Mano XJIONOT € BBICHKHUBAHUEM sUI! —
npojoibKaiga roiryoka. — A TyT elle HW3BOJb JIeHb U HOYb
obeperath rHe30 oT 3Mei! Bor yxke Tpu Hemenu, Kak s He
CMBIKalo Ia3!

— MmHe oueHp kaimb, 4YTO Yy TeOA CTOJIBKO 3a00T U
HEMPUATHOCTEH, — cKazana AJiMca, HaYMHas TTOHUMATh
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ee.

— A Temnepsb, KOrja s BeiOpana camMoe BBICOKOE JEPEBO B
Jecy, — MNPOH3UTENBHO 3aKpuyaia rojiyoka, — U JayMalia, u4To
HaKOHeIl M30aBWJach OT 3MEW, OHM, W3BHBAsSCh, HAYUHAIOT
ciyckarbes ¢ Heba! Yx! 3mest!

— Ho s xe roBopio Tede, 4To s HE 3Mesl, — cKa3aja AJuca.
— ... 4.

— Hy, k70 %e ThI? — crpocuiia ToayoKa.

— Sl neBouka, — oTBeTUIIAa ANHcCa.

— Taxk a1 wu mnoBepro! — BoCKIMKHYNAa roixyoka. — S
BHJIaJla MHOTO JIEBOYEK B MOE BpeMsi, HO HE BHUJbIBaja HU
ogHon ¢ Ttakou meei! Her, ner, Tor 3Mes! WM Tl HampacHO
CTapaembCa BBIBEpHYThCs! ThI, MOXayd, CKOPO CTaHEIIb
YBEPATHh MEHS, YTO HUKOT /A HE ea siui!

— S, xoHeuHO, ena sina, — cka3ana Amnuca, (OHa Oblia
npaBIvBasi JIeBOYKa M HE Xorena coirath). — Ho Benp Tbl
HaBEPHOE 3HAEIIb, YTO U JIEBOYKH €AAT SAWIIA, KaK 3Men?

— Hukorna He moBepro 3TOMy! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA TOJyOKa.
— A ecnu B caMOM Jiefie €T siila, 3HA4UT, OHU TOXKE 3MEH,
TOJBKO JPYroil MOpoasl — BOT U Bce!

Takass MbBICTb HHKOIZIA HE MPUXOAWIIA B TOJIOBY AIMCE U
MOTOMY OHa Ha MHUHYTY 3aMmonuyana. A romyOka
BOCIIOJIb30BaIach ATUM U MpUOaBUIIA;

— S 3mHaro, 3HaIO HaBEepHOE, YTO ThI 3a0payiach CrOJa 3a
siriaMu. A JIeBOYKa Thl UJIM 3Mesl, MHE PEIIUTEILHO BCE PABHO.
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— Hy, a MHe nmameko He Bce paBHO, — CKaszana Aumca.
— 4 ne nmy sun. W ecim Obl 1ake 3axoTesia MX, TO HE B3sJia
OBl TBOUX, 51 HE JIFOOJIIO CHIPBIX SUII.

— Tak yxoau oTcrofal — pe3ko KpUKHYyNIa ToIyOKa U
BOJIBOPHJIACH B CBOEM THE3JIE.

Anyca, KaKk MOIJIA, MOMOJI3JIa MEXIY JEPEBbAMH, CTApascCh
U30 BCEX CHJI, YTOOBI €€ TOJI0Ba OMYCTHJIACh MOHMKE; HO 3TO
ObUJIO OYEHb TPYAHO, IOTOMY 4YTO IIe€d €€ IOCTOSHHO
3alyTHIBAIACK B BETKAX MW €€ TO W JEJI0 NPUXOAUIOCH
pacKpy4HBaTh.

Uepe3 HEKOTOpOE BpeMs OHA BCIIOMHMIIA, 4YTO BCE €IlE
JIEpKUT B pyKax KyCOoukd rpuba M Hayajla OCTOPOXKHO,
IIOHEMHOXKKY OTKYCbhIBaTb TO OT OJHOIO, TO OT JpYroro.
WNHorga oHa cTaHOBWJIAch MEHbILE, HMHOr/AA OoJblle, W,
HaKOHell, el yJJaJIoCh C/IeNaThCs TAKOW, KaKOM OHa ObLIa JIoMa.

— IlonoBuHa Moero IjaHa NpUBEIAEHA B HCIIOJHEHHUE, U S
CTaja TaKOro pocTa, KaKk MHE XOTEJIOCh! — BOCKJIMKHYJA OHA.
— Tenepb MHE HY>)KHO OTBICKATh UyaAHbIN cad. Ho kak e Hanxy
1 ero?

TosbKO 4YTO ycmena oHa CKa3aTh 3TO, KaK JIEC KOHYMWICS, U
OHa BBIIILIA HA MOJIAHKY, HA KOTOPOM CTOSJI MAJE€HBKUN JOMHUK,
apIIMH OKOJIO ABYX BBIIIMHOM.

«KTo 310 *UBeTr 31ech? — moxymana Anuca. — S Tenepp
cIMIIKOM Benuka. Eciu st BoWay B oM Takasi 60JbIasi, BCE OHU
C yma coiayT ot ctpaxal!»
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N oHa, copsraBmMCh, 3a JI€pEeBO, Hayajda OTKYChIBATh
MOHEMHOXKY OT TOTro Kycouka TIpu0a, KOTOPBIM jepkaia B
JIEBOM pyKe, W MpoJoJrKajga JeaaTh 3TO J0 TeX NOop, NMOKa He
cTaja MaJieHbKas-MaJIeHbKasi, BCETO BEPIIKOB B JIEBSTH POCTOM.

V I » ITopocenok u nepen

Heckonbko MuHyT crosima Aunca, CMOTpS Ha JOMHK U
pa3aymbiBasi, 4To €W JenaTh Jajiblle, Kak BAPYr M3 Jeca
BbIOEXKAJ JIaKed U TPOMKO TMOCTydall B JIBEPh JOMHKA. Alnca
MPUHSIIA €r0 3a Jlakes TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO OH ObUT B JIUBpEE;
eciu Obl €€ He ObLIIO Ha HEM, OHA couJia Obl €ro 3a phIoy.

JIBepb OTBOPMII JAPYToi JaKel, TOKE B JIUBPEE; Y HETO ObLIO
KpYTJI0€ JUI0 W BBIMMYYEHHBIC, KaK Y JIATYIIKH, r1a3a. Y 000ux
JIaKeeB BOJIOCHI OBLIM HAMMYJIPEHBI U B JIOKOHAX. AJIUCE OYEHB
XOTeNOCh 3HaTh, 4TOo Oynmer manbiie. OHa BBINVISIHYJA H3-3a
JIEpEBA U CTaJla MPUCTYIINBATHCS.

Jlakeli-ppiOa BBIHYJ M3-TIOJ MBIIIKM OTPOMHBIM KOHBEPT,
BEJIMYMHOW YyTh HE C CaMOro ceosi, U, MPOTSHYB €r0 JIPyroMy
JIAKE10, TOP>KECTBEHHO MTPOTOBOPUIT:

— I'epuioruHe OT KOPOJEBHI MPUTTIAIIEHUE HA KPOKET.
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Jlaken-Jsrynika Takke TOP>KECTBEHHO MOBTOPWII €r0 CIJIOBA,
HEMHOTO TIEPECTABUB UX:

— OT KOpOJNeBBl TEPIOTMHE TMPUTTIAIICHHE Ha KPOKET.

[ToroM 00a nakesi MOKJIOHUIUCH APYT APYTY TaKk HU3KO,
YTO YyTh HE CTYKHYJIUCh T'OJIOBAMHU, U JJOKOHBI UX CITYTaJIHUCh.

Anuce Bce 3TO MOKA3ajoch J0 TOTO 3a0aBHBIM, YTO OHA HE
MOTJIa YIEpKaTbCA OT cMeXa U y0exKalia HEeMHOKKO TO/IaJIbIIIe B
Jec, 4ToObl OHM HE YyCIbIIAd ee. A Korjga OHa OMsTh
BBHITJISIHYJIA U3 HETO, JJaKeW-phida yKe yIes, a JaKeh- JIAryIiKa
CUJIEN Ha 3€MJIE, OKOJIO JIBEPH U C CaMbIM TJyIbIM BUIOM
cMOTpen Ha He0o.

Anmca poOKo MmoAoIuIa K IBEPU U MOCTYYaJIaCh.

— CryyaTh COBEpIICHHO HE K Y€MYy, — CKazaj Jlakeh, — u
no JByM IMpu4uHaMm. Bo-miepBbiX, Mbl 00a HaXOAUMCS IO
OJIHOM W TOW K€ CTOPOHE ABEPHU; BO-BTOPBIX, TaM, BHYTpH,
TaKOM IIIyM, YTO BacC BCE€ paBHO HE YCIIbIIIAT.

U na camom jene B JOMUKE yKaCHEHIITUM 00pa3oM ITyMEJIH.
OTTyaa TOHOCUJIMCH MPOH3UTEIbHBIE KPUKH, KTO- TO YMXaJl, HE
nepecraBasi HI Ha MUHYTY, a 110 BPEMEHAM pa3/iaBajicsi TPECK U
3BOH, Kak OyJTO pa3z0ouBaiach BApeOE3ru nocya.

— Ckaxure, noxanyicra, Kak e MHE BOUTH? — Cpocuiia
Aunnca.

— bb1n OBl erie XoTh KaKOW-HUOYAb CMBICT CTy4aThCs, —
OpoJoJDKAN JakeWd, He ciymas ee, — eclau Obl MexXay
HaMu ObUTa JBeph. Tak, Hampumep,
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ecid Obl Bbl ObUIM BHYTPHU, TO MOIJIK OBl MOCTy4YaThCs, U S
OTBOPWJI OBbI ABEPH U BBIITYCTUII ObI Bac.
['oBops 3TO0, OH Bce Bpems cMOTpenl Ha Hebo, YTo

MOKa3aJIOCh Anuce OYEHDb HEBEKJIUBBIM.
«OH oJDKeH OBl CMOTPETHh Ha MEHSI, Pa3 OH CO MHOIO TOBOPHT.
«Bnpoyem, — moaymaia oHa, — MOXKET OBITh €My HEJb3s

HE cMOTpeTh Ha He0o. Beab y Hero riasza 4yTh HE Ha MaKyIIKe
rojoBel. Ho oTBeuaTh Ha BONPOCHI OH BO BCSKOM cllydae
MOXKET.

— Kak xe MHe BOWTH B JOM? — CHOBA CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— S 6yny cuaeth 3/1eCh, — 3ayMYUBO MIPOTOBOPHII JIAKEH,
— J10 3aBTpa.

JIBepb B 3TO BpeMsi OTBOPUIJIACh, U OTTY/Ia BbUIETEIA TapEIIKa.
Ona 3amena Jnakes IO HOCY U paszjeTeliach BIpeOesr,
YIAPUBILIHCH O AEPEBO, POCLIEE OKOJIO TOMHUKA.

— A MoxeT ObIThb, U J0 TIOCIIe3aBTPa, — MPOJOJIKAI JaKen
TaK)K€ CIOKOMHO, Kak OyATO HHUYEero OCOOCHHOIO HeE
CIIyYHUJIOCh.

— Kak xe MHe BoiiTH B IoM? — crpocuiia Anuca emie pas,
MOBBICHB T'0JIOC.

— CopammBaercs, IpekJie BCEro, Hy>KHO JI1 BaM BXOJUThH B
3TOT JAOM BOOOIIE, — MOMPaBUJI €€ CyXOi JIaKeil.

Jlakeli ObUT  COBEpPIIEHHO TIpaB; TOJbKO  AJuce HE
HpaBWJIOCh, KOrja ¢ Hed Tak roopwid. OHa Halwia, 4To
JIaKeil TOBOPUT JEP3KO U HEIIFOOE3HO.
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«Kakue 3aech Bce cnopiuku! — noaymana oHa. — OT
OJIHOTO 3TOTO MOXHO MOTEPSTH PACCYIOK».

Tak xak Anmmca Moa4dajga, TO JIaKed  IOCICIINII
BOCTIOJIb30BAThCSl YAOOHBIM CIlydaeM M MOBTOPHJI CBOM CJIOBA,
HECKOJIbKO U3MEHUB UX.

— Sl Oyay cupeth 3/1ech, — CKa3all OH, — IEJIBbIMU JTHSIMHU.

— Ho 4to xe MHe nenath? — crpocuiia Anuca.

— Jla HuHuYero OCOOEHHOTO, — OTBETWUJI JlaKel U, HE
oOpamnias 00JbIIe BHUMaHUS HA AJMCY, Hadall CBUCTETb.

«He cTtouT roBopuTh ¢ HHM, — C OTYassHHEM IMOIymala
Anuca. — DT0 NPOCTO-HANPOCTO UIAUOTY.

W ona, He MOCTy4yaBIIMCh, OTBOpPWJIA JBEPb U BOULIA B
00JIbIIIYI0, TIOJHYIO JbIMa, KYXHIO.

['epuoruns cujena mocpeivHe Ha TPEXHOTOM TaldypeTke U
HAHUYMJIA peOeHKa; KyXapka CTosUla  HarHyBLIUCh Haj
OTHEM M Melllana, H0-BUJUMOMY, CYIl B O0JIBILION KacTproJe.

«OHa MOJOXWJIa B HEro CJIMIIKOM MHOTO MEpIy»,
noaymaia Anuca, 4nxas.

[lepmy ObUTO CAMIIKOM MHOTO B Bo3ayxe. Jlaxe reproruns
gynxaja, TMOYTH He TepecTaBas, a PEOCHOK IMMOOYEpPEenHO TO
guxaj, TO MPOH3UTENbHO Kpuyaid. He ymxanm TOIbKO Kyxapka
na Oojbllasg KOIIKA, KOTOpas CHelNa OKOJO TIUIUTBl U
yJibI0anach BO BECh POT.
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— Ckaxure, moxajlyhcra, — Hadajga AJHca HECKOJIbKO
HEpPEUIUTEIbHO, TaK KaK HE 3Haja, HE IMOCTylmaeT Ju OHa

HEBEOXKJIMBO, 3aroBOPUB TIEpBasi, — II0YEeMy Ballla KOIIKa
yibloaeTcs?

— OTO YecTepCKHil KOT, €My JECTHO OBbITh B JIOJCKOM
oO1miecTBe, — OTBETUIIA TepPIIOTHHS, — BOT MOYeMy OH

ynbibaercs. [lopocenox!

Ona mpou3Hecna IMOCJIEIHEE CIOBO C TAKOW SPOCTBIO, YTO
Anica B3ApOTHYJa; BIIPOYEM, OHA CeMYac K€ YBHJENA, 4YTO
repLOrMHS Ha3Baja IOPOCEHKOM HE €€, a peOeHKa.

— S Hukorma He chbpIXaja, 4YTO YECTEPCKUE KOTHI

yIIBIOAr0TCS, — CKasajia Annca, HEMHOTO
npuoOOapUBIINCE. — S make HE Jaymayia, 9TO KOThI MOTYT
yJIBIOATHCST BOOOIIIE.

— Jla, MoryT, — OTBEeTHWJIa TEpIOTHHSA, — a MHOTHE HE
TOJILKO MOTYT, HO U yJILIOAIOTCH.

— S 1o cux mop He 3HAJNA ITOro, — CcKazaima Aumca,

panysch, 4TO HAYAJICS HACTOSIIIUI Pa3roOBOpP.

— Kak BuIHO, BRI Majo 4TO 3HAETE, — CKasaja TepIiOTHHS,
— B 9TOM U BCE JIEJO.

Anuce He TTOHPABWICA TOH, KAKUM TEPIIOTHHS CIeaia CBOE
3aMeuyaHhe, W €Wl 3axX0Te’oCh TEepeMEHUTh pasroBop. B To
BpeMs, KaK OHa cTapajach NMPUAYMaTh, 4TO ObI TAKOE CKa3aTh,
KyXapKa CHsUIa KacTPIOJIFO ¢ OTHS W MPHUHSIACH IIBBIPSATH YTO
MIOTIaJI0 B TepPIOTHHIO U pebeHka. CHavyana mojeTeny Kovepra,
COBOK ¥ IIWIIBI, a TOTOM TOCYyJa: TapelKH, omona,
coycHuku. ['epriorunss He oOpaiana
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Ha ATO HUKAKOTO BHUMAHWS, Ta)K€ €CJIM YTO-HUOYh MOMaaalio
B Hee; a peOeHOK 1 0€3 TOTO MOCTOSHHO TUIaKaJl W Kphda, TaK
YTO TPYAHO OBLIO CYyUTh, YyBCTBYET OH OOJIb WM HET, KOTZIa B
HETo MOMAaIat0T Pa3HbIC BEIIIH.

— UYrto BBl xgenaere! — BOCKIMKHYyNa Alnca, C yKacom
oA Ha Kyxapky. — locnmoau, OJIIOAO0 OTOPBET MAaJIOTKE
HOCHK!

OrpomHeiiniee OO0 MPOJETENIO OKOJO CamMoro Juia
pebeHKa U, IeUCTBUTENBHO, YyTh HE OTOPBAJIO €MY HOC.

— Ecmm OBl Kaaplii 3aHUMAJICS TOJBKO CBOMM JICJIOM, —
XpHUIUIBIM TOJIOCOM MPOBOpYaJia TEPUOTHHS, — TO 3EMJIA
oOparasiack 661 BOKPYT ce0st ropaszio cKopee, YeM Teepb.

— Ho Beap 310 ObLIO OBI XyKe, — Bo3pasuiia Annca, O4eHb
JIOBOJIbHASI CIy4aeM BbIKAa3aTh CBOM IIO3HaHUA. — TOJBKO
NoAyMailTe, CKOJIBKO [eJla Yy 3€MJIM M JHEM, U HOYBIO,
naxe Tenepb. OHa B IBA/AIIATh YETHIPE yaca oOpariaeTcsi BOKpyr
cBoei ocu. OTKPBITHE 3TO CIETAHO YYEHBIM U C TEX-TO TOpP...

— Tomop! — BockimukHyna reproruns. — OTpyOuTh ei
roJyioBy!

Anca TPEBOXKHO B3MVISIHYJIa Ha Kyxapky. Heyxenu ona
UCIIOJTHUT 3TO npukazanue? Ho kyxapka Obliia 3aHsITa CYIlOM H,
Mo-BUJIMMOMY, HE oOpaTuia HUKAKOro BHHUMAaHHUS Ha CJIOBa
repIoTuHU. A MoTOMy AJiMca CHOBA 3aroBOpHIIA.

— B 1Baamate 4etblpe 4aca, — MOBTOpWJIAa OHA,
KaxeTcsa Tak? My B nBeHaguaTh?
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— Jla He Hagoenal xe MHe! — KpUKHYJa repuoruns. — S
HUKOT/Ia HE MOTJIa BRIHOCUTH TGP U BBIYUCICHUI!

W ona mpuHsimachk ykadymBaTh peOCHKA M HANEBaTh YTO- TO
BpOJIC  KONBIOCTHHOW TIECEHKH, YXKACHEHUITUM  00pa3om
BCTPSIXUBAS €r0 MOCIE KXKI0ro KyIieTa:

«Tb1 Opanu 1 Oeil MATIOTKY,

Ecnu B3nymaer ynxarsb.

OH 4nxaer Beb HAPOUHO,

YToOBl BCEM HAI0ETATh.

Xop.(repuioruss, Kyxapka u peoeHoK).

VYa! Val Va! Val

HamneBas BTOpoi KyIUIET NECEHKHU, FEPIIOTUHS CTaja CHUIIbHO
noa0packiBaTh peOeHKa, a OH 3apeBesl TaK OTYASIHHO, 4TO AJrca
e/IBa MorJja pa3o0paTh CJI0OBa MECCHKU:

«51 6GpaHIo U OBIO0 MANTIOTKY,

Kornma npumercs ynxars.

[TycTh npuBbIKHET 3anax nepia, He

yuxasi, OH BIbIXaThy.

Xop.

VYa! Va! Va! Val!

— Hy, s nonarato, Thl MOXEIlIb MOHIHYUTH €T0 HEMHOXKKO,
— CKazajga, KOHYMB  TMeETh,  TEePIOTUHS U Iepedpocuia
pebenka Amnuce. — MHe mopa UATH HWrpaTh B KPOKET C
KOPOJIEBOM.
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N oHa TOpOMIMBO BHIILIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Kyxapka Opocuia en BCIIE] CKOBOpPOJKY, HO
MpoOMaxHyJiach U HE Momnaja B Hee.

Anuca cxBatuna pebenka. Eif Ob110 04eHb TPYJIHO JEpiKaTh
€ro: OH OBLT KaK-TO CTPAHHO CJIOKEH U IMOCTOSHHO BBHITSTUBAI B
pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI CBOM PYKH U HOTH.

«TouHo MopcKas 3Be3/1a», — MoayMana Ajuca.

PebGenok mbIXTen, Kak MapoOBHK, U TO crubajncs 4yTh He
BJIBOE, TO BIIPYT BBIIPSIMIISIJICS U €1Ba HE BHIBAJIIMBAJICS Yy HEE
3 pyk. CHauana oHa HMKaK HE MOIJIA CIIPABUTHCS C HUM.

Hakonen, sto ymamoce el. [Ins Toro, 4roObl OH cuuen
CMHPHO U HE MOT yNacTh, €l MPUIILIOCH CAETATh U3 HErO YTO-TO
BPOJI€ y3/1a U KPENKO JAEpXkaTh €ro 3a MpaBo€ yXO U 32 JIEBYIO
HOTY, 4TOOBI OH HE pasBsizaiicad. Torma Toapko Alnca pemuia
BBIHECTH peOEHKa Ha BO3/YX.

«Ecnu g ocTaBio €ro 3/ech, — Jaymaja OHa, — OHHU, TOTO U
Ay, yowstotr ero... M torma s cama Oyay Bce paBHO UTO
youitay.

[locnennue cnoBa OHa MpPOM3HECHIA TPOMKO, U PEOEHOK
XPIOKHYJI €/ B OTBET; TEMEPb OH YK€ HE YMXaJL.

— He xprokaii, — cka3zasia emy Asmnca. — DTO HEXOPOUIO.

PeGenok cHOBa XpIOKHYJ, U OHA TPEBOKHO B3IVISIHYJa Ha
HEro, 4ToObl y3HATh, YTO C HUM Takoe. ¥ HEro ObLIO KaKoe-TO
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE JIMIIO; HOC €ro OBII OYEHb
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CTpPaHHBIM, MOXOXKHUM Ha IMSITAYOK MOPOCEHKA, a rila3a y»KacHO
manenbkue. OH ObUT BOOOINE OUYEHb HEKPACMB M Ha HEro
HENPUATHO OBLIO CMOTPETb.

«MoxeTr ObITb, OH HE XpPIOKAJ, a XHbIKAI», — MOAyMaja
Anuca W CHOBa B3IUIAHYJIa Ha HEro, 4ToObl Y3HAaTh, MOKpPBIE
JIM Y HEro riasa.

Her, HuKakux cie3 Ha HUX HE ObLIO.

— Ecimu 1Bl caenmaembCs IOPOCEHKOM, MOW MWIIBIM,
cKkazasa Anmca, — TO s HE CTaHy BO3UTbCI C TOOOM.
[Tonumaemn?

PebGenok cHOBa 3axproKaj WM 3aXHBIKAT — TPYIHO CKa3aTh
HABEpPHOE, YTO 3TO 3a 3BYK, — M AJMca HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHU
1U1a ¢ HUM MOJIYA.

«Yto g Oynmy nenaTh C HHUM, KOT/Ia BEPHYCh JIOMOUN?» —
Jymalia OHa.

Bapyr oH cHOBa 3axproKal M TaKk TPOMKO, 4YTO OHa C
OECIOKOMCTBO B3TJIsIHYJla Ha Hero. M Tyr oHa yBuaena
COBEPILEHHO S$SICHO, YTO 3TO HE peOdeHOK, a mnopoceHok. C
KAKOM e CTaTH €d TacKaTh ero!

OHa onycTriia MOPOCEHKA HA 3EMIII0, U OH BECEJIOW PBICHIO
noOexal B Jiec.

— OH ObIT yXacCHO HEKpacHB, Korjga ObUl peOCHKOM, —
cKkazana Ajuca, — HO W3 HEro BBIIIET OYEHb XOPOUIEHbKUU
IIOPOCEHOK.

N ona crama paymaTh O CBOMX 3HAaKOMBIX JIETSX, U3
KOTOPBIX TOXXE€ MOTJU Obl BBIUTH XOPOIICHHKUE
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nopocsTa.

— Ecnu Obl s TONBKO 3HANa, Kak MpeBpamarb HX... —
cKa3alla OHa, KaK BAPYT yBUJEJIA YECTEPCKOr0o KOTa, CUJICBIIIETO
Ha BeTke. KoT ynbiOHyIcs, korna Alnvca Mojoluia K HeMy, U
CMOTpeN O4YeHb Ao0pomymHo. Ho Tak kak y Hero ObLIH
JUTMHHBIC KOTTH M MHOTO OCTPBIX 3yOOB, TO C HHM, KOHEYHO,
CJe0BaI0 00paIaThCs MOYTUTEIBHO.

— Yecrtepckass KUCEHbKa, — Hayaiga AJmuca HECKOJIbKO
HEPEIIUTEIbHO, TaK KaK HE 3Haja, HPABUTCA JIU KOTY €r0 M.
Ho Tor mnpomomxan ynwibaThecs u Aunca, YCIHOKOUBIIHUCH,
ckazanma: — CkaxuTe MHE, NOXAIyHCTa, KaK MHE BBINTH
oTcrona’?

— DOTO 3aBHCUT OT TOro, KyJa Tbl XOYCIIb BBIUTH, —
OTBETUJI KOT.

— MHe Bce paBHO, Ky/1a HU. .. — Havayia AJuca.

— 3Ha4UT BCE PaBHO, B KAaKyl CTOPOHY HU WUJTU, —
npepBai ee KoT.

— Kyna Hu BbIWTH, JUIIL OBl PUIATH KyJa-HUOYIb, —
JIOKOHYMIIA AJtca.

— ThsI, HaBepHOE, KyJa-HUOYAb W MNPUJEIIb, — CKa3all
KOT, — €CJIM MIOXO/AUIIIb MOJI0JbIIE.

Anuca Buzena, 4yTo Kot npaB. HykHo ObLJ10 cripammBath
KaK-HUOYAb TO-IPYTOMY.

— Kro %uBeT TYT No0IM30CTH? — CIpOCHIIa OHA.

— B 310N CTOpPOHE, — OTBETUI KOT, CAENAaB MOJYKPYD
MPaBOM  JIANIKOW, — KUBET  NUISANIOYHUK, a B JTOU, —
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OH CcJenan [BWKECHUE JIEBOM, — >KUBET MAapPTOBCKHUW 3asill.
Crynaii kK HuM, ecinu xouemb. OHM 00a cymacuiemue.

— Her, 4 He Xo4y MATH K CyMaclIeNIIMM, — CKa3aja
Adnuca.

— Tyt yX HuYero He mnojenaeulb, — ckKazal KOT. — MBI
BCE 3l1ech cyMmacmenmue. S toxke cymacmemmui. Jla U Thl
caMma TOXe.

— Ilouemy BbI AyMaeTe, 4To A cyMacllennas? — Cpocuia
Aunnca.

— TlotoMy uTO MHaYe THI HE TIpUIILIA ObI CIO/A.

ITo MHCHHIO AnmCHI, 3TO OBLI0 COBCEM HE
JI0KAa3aTeNbCTBO, HO OHA HE CTajla BO3pPaXKaTh.

— A modemy BbI 3HAETE, YTO BBl CYMACILIE TN ?

— Bot nouemy. Beap cobaka He cymacmenmas? Tbr
COTJIacHA C 3TUM? — CIIPOCHUII KOT.

— Jla, mo-moeMy, OHa He cyMmacuieAamias, — COIJIaCHIach
Anuca.

— Xopomo, — ckazasi KoT. — Thl 3Haems, 4TO cobaka
BOPYMT, KOTJIa CEPAUTCS, U MAILIET XBOCTOM, €CJIH JOBOJIbHA. A
s BOpUY, KOT/Ia 5 JIOBOJIEH, U MAaXal XBOCTOM, €CJIH CEPXKYCh.
3HAYUT, s CyMacCIlIe I,

— BpsI MmypribIueTe, a He BOpUHTe, — cKazaia Ajuca.

— Moxewp Ha3bIBaTh KaK YroJHO... byJelb Thl CErOAHsA
UTPaTh B KPOKET C KOPOJIEBOIi?

— MHe oueHb XOTEJIOCh ObI, — OTBETWJIA Anmuca, — HO
MEHSI HE TPUTJIalaim.
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— 41 celiuac BepHYyCh, — CKa3aJ KOT © MTHOBEHHO HCYE3.

Anuca 3ToMy He 0COOCHHO YJIUBUJIACh: OHA YK€ MPUBBIKIIA K
pa3HbBIM HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM BEIIlaM.

[Toxa oHa cMOTpesna Ha TO MECTO, T/I€ paHbLIE CUAEN KOT, TOT
BJIPYT CHOBA MOSIBUJICS.

— A, KCTaTu, 4TO CIENanoch ¢ peOEHKOM? — CIPOCUIT OH.
— 51 coBcem 3a0bLT Y3HATH 00 3TOM.

— OH npeBpaTuicsi B MOPOCEHKA, — CIOKOWHO OTBETUJIA
Anuca, kak OyATO B 3TOM He ObUIO HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO.

— S Tak u 3HaN, — CcKa3aja KOT U CHOBA MCUE3.

Anuca TmoOAoXKJalla HEMHOro, JyMasl, 4YTO KOT OMSsTh
MOSIBUTCS, a TIOTOM MOIIJIa B TY CTOPOHY, TJe, 0 CJIOBaM KOTa,
YKWJT MApTOBCKUH 3as1l.

«IInATIOYHUKOB S paHblIE BUJETA, — MOAyMalla OHA, — H
MHE TOpa3l0 HHTEPECHEE IMOCMOTPETh Ha CyMacLIECIUIEro
3aiiiia. Tak Kak Temepp yKe Mail, TO OH, MOXET OBbITh, HE
OyZeT Tak y>KacHO OecuThcs, Kak B MapTe». ['oBops aTo, Anrca
B3IJISIHYJIa BBEPX M CHOBA yBHUJEJa KOTA HA BETKE.

— Kak 1Bl ckazana? — crnpocun KoT. — B mopocenka uiam
B CJIOHEHKa?

— 4 ckazana «B MOpOCEeHKa», — oTBeTHia Anuca. — Kak
HEXOpOIIO, YTO BbI Tak OBICTPO, cCpa3y, TNOSBIAECTECh U
ucuezaere! OT 3TOTO, MPABO MOXKET 3aKPYKUTHCS IOJI0BA.

— Heyxenu? — cka3ajl KOT M Ha 3TOT pa3 CTaJl ucuye3aTh
OYCHb MEJIJICHHO, HAayWHas C KOHYMKA XBOCTa W KOHYAas
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yJIBIOKOH, KOTOpasi 0OcTaBaiach €Ile HECKOIbKO BPEMEHH I10CIIe
TOr'0, KaK BCE OCTAILHOE YXKE HCUE3JIO.

«KoTOoB, KOTOpBIE HE YyabBIOANUCh, s BHJETA YacTO, —
nonymana Anuca. — Ho ynpibka 6e3 kora! 3OTto camoe
CBEPXBECTECTBEHHOE U3 BCETO, UTO s BUENA 3/1€CHY.

B3risHyB eme pa3 Ha BETKy, OHa Iouula jansie. Bekope
NoKa3ajcs JIOM MapTOBCKOro 3aiia. TpyObl Topyaiu Ha
HEM, KaK 3as4bM YLIM, Kpbllla Obula MOKpbITa MexoM. M nom
ObLT TaKoM OO0JBIION, YTO AsKca MPEXE, UeM MOJONTH K HEMY,
OTKyCHJIa HEMHOXKKO OT KyCOouka IpubOa, ObIBIIETO y Hee B
JIEBOM pyKe, U cTana B apimivH poctoM. Ho u mocie »Toro ona
nouvia K JOMY HECKOJBKO POOKO M HEPEIIUTENbHO. «A
BIpPYr 3asll HayHeT Oecutbcs U OyilcTBOBaTh! — aymana
OHa. — YK Jy4nie Obl MHE MOUTH K NUIAIIOYHUKYY.

VI I . besymHoe yaenurue, llasanoyHuk,
MAapPTOBCKH U
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3aill U CYpPOK

OkoJio caMoro Joma CTOSJI MOJT JEPEBOM CTOJI C YaWHBIM
npuObopoM. MapToBCKMI 3asl] U HUISTIOYHUK CHJICTH OKOJIO
Hero ¥ nwiaM 4ail. CypoK IPUKOPHYJI MEXAY HUMH U KPEMKO
criaji, a o0a MpUATENs TMOJIb30BAINCh UM, KaK IMOIYIIKOH, U
00JI0KaUMBAJIMCh HAa HETO, pa3roBapuBas MEX Iy COOO0IO.

«Kak Heyn00HO 3TOMY O€THOMY CYpKY, — IojayMaiia Aunmca.
— XO0poI11I0, 4TO OH 3aCHYJ M HUYETO HE 3aMeUacT».

Cron Obl1 OONBLION, HO MAPTOBCKHUM 3asdll, HUISIIOYHUK H
CYpOK TECHUJIUCh BCE HA OJTHOM KOHIIE.

— Her wMecta! Her wMecrta!l — 3akpuyanu — 3as1i u
NUSITOYHUK, YBUJIEB MOJIXOAUBIIYIO AJTUCY.

— Mecra, HanpoTWB, O4Y€Hb MHOTO, — C HETOJ0OBAHUEM
CcKazajla OHa U cejia B KpEeclio, CTOSIBIIEE Ha APYroM KOHIIE
CTOJIa.

— XoTuTe BUHA? — TOCTEIPUHUMHO CIIPOCHIT
MapTOBCKHUU 3asLl.

Anvca B3TJIsSIHyJIa Ha CTOJI; HA HEM He ObLUIO HUYEro, KpoMe
qasl.

— Sl He BUKYy BUHA, — 3aMeTHIIa OHA.

— Jlaero u HeT, — cka3aj MapTOBCKUH 3as1LL.
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— B TakoM cilydae, O4€Hb HEBEKIIMBO C Ballled CTOPOHBI
MpearaTth €ro, — ¢ J0Cajou mporoBopuia Amnuca.

— A c Baueil CTOpOHbI OYEHb HEBEXKIIMBO CECTh 3a CTOJI 0€3
PUTJAIEHUs, — 3aMETHJI MAPTOBCKUH 3asll.

— S He 3Haya, 4TO 3TO Ball CTOJ, — BO3pa3wia Anuca. —
OH o4yeHb 0OJIBLION M HAKPBIT HE JJIS1 TPOUX.

— A 3HaeTe 4yT0? — cKa3aj LUISIOYHUK, — BaM CJIEIOBAJIO
Obl moACTpuYb BoOJIOCKl. OHM y Bac Takue J[UIMHHBIE H
HEKpacHUBbIE.

OH ¢ OoybIMM JFOOONBITCTBOM pacCMaTpuBall AJUCY H
TEIEpPhb B IIEPBBIN pa3 3arOBOPHIIL.

— Ouenp rpy00 JenaTh TAaKUE 3aMEUaHUs B JIMLO, —
cTporo ckazana Anuca. — Heyxenu BBl He 3HaeTe 3TOro?

HInAmoOYHUK € YJIMBIECHHWEM BBITAPALWI IJ1a3a, a IOTOM
CIPOCHIIL:

— Kakoe c¢xoAcTBO MeEXIy BOPOHOM M MHUCHBMEHHBIM
CTOJIOM?

«Hy, tenieps Oynet noBecenee! — nmoaymana Ammca. — Kak
XOpOILIO, YTO OH MPUAYMAJ 3araJblBaTh 3arajiku!»

— Mmue kaxercs, S CyMEIO OTrajarb, — IPOMKO cKazaja
OHa.

— BBl Tak qymaere? — cripocui MapTOBCKHM 3asLl.

— Jla, nymaro. To-ecTb MHE Kaxercs, OTrajaro, €cliiu
CyMer0. A Belb 3TO OJIHO U TO XKe€.

— CoBceM He OIHO U TO Ke! — BOCKJIMKHYJ HUIATOYHUK.
— PasBe o1HO 1 TO Ke cKa3arh: «SI BUXKY Bce,
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YTO €M» WIH «1 €M BCE, YTO BHIKY»?

— KoneuHno, He 0o1HO U TO ke, — /100aBUJI MapTOBCKUMN
3as1. — Pa3Be Bce paBHO cka3zarTh: «MHe HpaBUTCS BCE, UTO 5
TOOBLT» UITH «51 AOOBLT BCE, YTO MHE HPABUTCS»?

— KoneuHo, HEe 01HO U TO ke, — IPOroBOpUI Kak OyATO BO
CHe cypok. — Pa3Be Bce paBHO, €ciu 5 CKaxy: «S mpliny, Korjga
CIUTIO» WJIM «S1 CIUTIO, KOTJa ABIITY»?

— Mg Te6s1 3TO Kak pa3 BCE paBHO, — CKa3aJl IIISIIOYHHUK.

Ha stom pasroBop oOopBajici M Ha HECKOJBKO MHUHYT BCE
3amoidamu. A Anmca craja NpHUAyMBIBATh, KaKO€ CXOJCTBO
MOJKET OBITh MEKy BOPOHOM U MUCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM.

[IAOYHUK 3arOBOPUII IIEPBBIN.

— Kakoe y Hac ceromHs 4Yuciao? — CIpPOCUI OH,
oOparuBmnch K Anuce. VM BbIHYB W3 KapMaHa Yachl, OH
HEPEIINTEIBbHO IS4 HAa HUX M TO BCTPSIXHMBAI HX, TO
IOJHOCHUII K YXY.

— YerBeproe, — oTBeTHIIA ANHCa.

— 3HayuT, 4achl OTCTAJIA HA JIBA JIHSA, — CO B3/I0XOM CKa3all
HUIAMOYHUK. — SI  ToBOpua Tebe, YTO Maclio He TOAUTCA
JUIS 9acoB! — ¢ J1ocaioi mpubaBuil OH, OOEPHYBIIIUCH K 3aMITy.

— Macno 310 mpeBocxoaHoe! — KpPOTKO  BO3pa3ui
MAapTOBCKUH 3a5Ll.
— Ho B Hero Mormm mnonacte KpOILIKH, — IPOBOpYAI

nusimoyHuk. — He  crmemoBamo  OpaTe Maciio  XJeOHBIM
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HOKOM.

MapTtoBckuii 3asili, B3sJI 4Yachl, TPYCTHO MOCMOTPEN Ha
HUX U OKYHYJI UX B YalHUK.

— Macno 06bUI0 MPEBOCXOIHOE, — IOBTOPUJ OH, BBIHYB
4ackl U3 YallHUKA.

Anmca, 3arsiipiBas €My dYepe3 IUIed0, C JIFOOOIMBITCTBOM
paccmaTrpuBaia ux.

— Kakme cmemmbple gacel! — cka3zana oHa. — OHm
MOKAa3bIBAIOT JHHU, HO YaCOB HE IOKA3bIBAIOT.

— A 3a4yeM UM MOKa3bIBaTh? — MpoOOPMOTA NUISIOYHUK.
— Pa3Be Bamm 4yachl MOKa3bIBalOT, KaKol Teneph roja?

— KoneuHno, HeT, — ObICTpO oTBeTWna Aunnca, — Ja U
HE3a4eM: BE/Ib I'0Jl TSAHETCS OY€Hb JOJITO.

— Bor mo ToM ke mpuyMHEe MOM Yachbl HE MOKA3bIBAIOT
4acoB, — CKazaJjl NUIAIOYHUK.

AJIMCY OYEHb YIMBUJIIU €T0 CJIOBa, TaK KaK B HUX COBCEM HE
OBLJIO CMBICIIA, XOTh ¥ CKa3aHbl OHU OBLJIM HA POJTHOM €€ SI3BIKE.

— $I HexopoIo MOHMMAar Bac, — CKaszajlla OHa, CTapascCh
OBITh BEKJIUBOIA.
— A cypok omaTh 3acHyn! — BOCKJIMKHYJ, HHYETO HE

OTBETHUB €U, IIUSITOYHUK U ITOJUJ TOPSAYETO YaK0 Ha HOC CYPKY.
Tor HereprnenuBo MOTHYJ TOJIOBOM M NPOTOBOPWII, HE
OTKpbIBas Ijas:
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— KOHEUYHO, KOHEUHO: 1 IMEHHO TOJIBKO YTO XOTEI 3TO
CKa3arb.

— Hy, d4ro e, oTraganu Bbl 3arajky? — CIIPOCHII
y ANYCBHI IUTANOYHUK.

— Her, 1 He Mory orragatb, — OTBeTWIa Alnca. —
Kakas Oyner pasraaka?

— A s noueMm 3Har0! — BOCKJIMKHYJ HUISTTOYHUK.

— He 3nHato u g, — cka3zan MapTOBCKHM 3asi. Anuca
B3JI0XHYJIA.
— Ilo-moemy, — 3aMeTHiia OHa, — 3aJaBaThb 3arajky, y

KOTOpPOM HET pasrajiku, HE CTOUT. DTO TOJIBKO JapOM TEPSTh
BpeMs.

— Ecim Ol BBI 3HamuM Bpems, KaKk 3HAKWO ero s, —
BOCKJIMKHYJI IUISTIOYHHK, — TO HE CcKa3zalu Obl 3TOro.
["oBopuiH BBl KOTAa-HUOYAb C HUM?

— Koneuno, HeT, — oTBeTHaa Anuca. — S maxke coBceM He
MOHMMAI0, YTO Bbl XOTUTE CKa3aTh.

— Hy, eme Ob Bam mnonsaTth! Tak 3HaliTe XKe, 4TO
ecti  Obl  Bbl  OBUIM B XOPOUIMX  OTHOIICHUSX C
BpEMEHEM, TO OHO Jenano Obl JJii Bac BCE, YTO YTOJHO.
[Tonoxxum, mpoOMIIO ACBATH 4YacoB — BpeMs ypokoB. Ho
BaM CTOWJIO OBl TOJBKO IICMHYTh BPEMEHH, YTO HE XOUeTCS
OOJIbIIIE YIUTHCS, U B OJTHO MTHOBEHHUE OBICTPO 3aKPYTHIINCH OBl
ctpenku. [Tonosuna neporo! O6eaaTh mopa!

78



— Kakoe cuacThe, Ciiyduch 3TO Ternepb! — mpolienTan mpo
ce0s1 MApTOBCKHUI 3asil.

— D10 OBUIO OB OYEHH XOPOIIO, — 3aJYMUYHUBO
poroBopuia Anuca, — HO B€Jb B TAKOM CiIy4ae sl HE yclielna
OBbI MPOTOJIOAATHCS K 00ey.

— Cnavama, koHeyHo. Ho  Beap  CTpENKH MOTJIH
OBl CTOSATH HA MOJIOBUHE MEPBOTO CKOJBKO YTOJIHO.

— 3HA4uT, BBl UMEHHO TakK U Jenaere? — crupocuia Asuca.

— Teneppr HET, — TmOKa4yaB TOJIOBOKO, MPAyHO OTBETHII
nusinoyHuk. &ndash S moccopuicst ¢ BpeMeHeM B MapTe, Koraa
BOT OH, — TYT IUIAMOYHUK MTOKa3aJd Ha MapTOBCKOIO 3aiia, —
TOJBKO 4YTO TOMemayncs. Y KOpPOJIEBbI ObUI KOHIIEPT U MHE
MPUILIOCH METh:

«3auem ThI ONMcTaeb, JleTydas

MBIIIE?

3aueM ThI OJcTaes B

BEUCPHIOIO TUIIIL?»

— BBbI, MOXET ObITh, 3HAaETE ATy MECHIO?

— 3HAr0 YTO-TO B 3TOM PO/IE.

— Jlanbiie, — npojobKail  NUIAMOYHUK, — MECHS  BOT
KaK UJIET:

— «3a4eM Thl JIETaellb,

Kaxk kpyraslii mogHoc?

3a4yeM ThI OJIUCTACIIb. . .»
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Tyr cypok B3aporHYya © 3amen BO CHE «OJHCTaellb,
OnucTaenib, OIMCTaelIby, MOBTOPSS 3TO CJIOBO TaK JOJTO0, YTO
IPUILIOCH €r0 YIIUITHYTh, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTH 3aMOJYATh.

— Hy, Tak BOT: TOJBKO YTO KOHYMWI s MEPBBIM KYIUIET, KaK
KoposeBa kpukHyna: «OH gapom tepsieT Bpems. OTpyOuTh emy
roJIOBY ! »

— Kak HecnpaBemIMBO M IKECTOKO! — BOCKIHMKHYJIA
Amnmuca.

— C T1ex mop BpeMs paccepauioch Ha MEHS, — MPayvyHO
MIPOTOBOPUJI TIISATIOYHUK, — W HE JeTaeT TOro, 4TO MHE

X04eTCs. Y Hac Tereph BCErja MIeCTh YacoB.

— IloTomy-TO, OKHO OBITH, M MPUTOTOBJICHO Yy Bac BCE
JJIs1 4asi? — cupocuia Asuca.

— KoneuHo, — c0o B3/10XOM OTBETWJI LUIANOYHUK. — Benpb
BbI 3HA€TE, UTO LIECTh YACOB — BPEMs BEUepHEro yasi. Ml 1axe
HE YCIIEBAEM MBITh I1I0CYly. ¥ HAC BEUYHOE YACTIUTHE.

— 3HAuuT, Bbl OT YAlIKM K YallIKE€ TaK M mepexoaute? —
cripocuiia Anuca.

— Jla, MBI BEUHO TaK U MEPECAKUBAEMCS OT TPSIZHOW YaILIKU
K YUCTOM.

— A 4TO CIIy4uTCsl, KOTJa BCE YaIIKU CTAHYT TPSI3HBIMU?

— He 10BOJBHO 7 TOJKOBAaTH 00 ATOM? — CHPOCUJI, 3€Basl,
MAapTOBCKUM  3asl. — Pacckaxure HaM Jydile
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KaKyl-HUOYIb HCTOPHUIO, — MPUOABUI OH, 0Opamasch K
Anuce.

— S He 3Ha HMKaKOW HUCTOpUHU, — BoO3paswia Auuca,
CMYIIIEHHAs 3TUM IPEIJIOKEHUEM.
— Tak mnyctb paccka3biBaeT Cypok! — BOCKIMKHYJIH B

OJIMH TOJIOC NUISIIOYHUK U MAapTOBCKUM 3asl] U HAYaJIA LIUNATh
Cypka, 4ToObl OH IPOCHYJICS.

— S He cnam, — mNpPOroBOpWJI OH CJaObIM, XPHUIUIBIM
roJIOCOM, OTKPBIB TJla3a. — S ciplman Bce, 4TO Bbl TOBOPWIIH,
Ipy3bs Mou!

— Pacckaxxu Ham 4TO-HMOYAb, — CKa3al MapTOBCKHIA
3a11.

— [a, moxanyiicra, pacCKaxute, — nonpocuia Anuca.

— W noropamnuBaiics,, — npubaBuil IUAINOYHUK, — a TO
ThI OIIATH 3aCHEIIb U HE KOHYMIIb.

— JlaBHO-IaBHO, B CTapble TOIbl, — HA4YaJl CYpOK, —
KWIN-ObUTM TpU MAaJEHbKUX cecTpHulbl: Onb3u, Jlecu u
Tunnu. A KWK OHU HA JTHE KOJIOAUA. . .

— Uto ke oHM Tam enu? — copocuna Anmca, Bceraa
WHTEPECYIOIIASICS €101 U TUTHEM.
— OHM enu... TOJNBKO OJIHY TMAaTOKy, — HEMHOXKKO

oAyMaB, OTBETUJI CYPOK.

— Ho 3Toro He MoxeT ObITh! — OCTOPOKHO CKazasia Aluca.
— OHu, HaBepHOE, 3a00J1eTN OBl OT TOTO.

— OHu u ObuM OOJIBHBI, — CKa3aldl CYpOK, — OYCHb
OOJIbHBI.
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Anmca crapanach NpPEICTaBUTh cede, Kak 3TO MOXHO
CYILIECTBOBATh HA JIHE KOJOJLA, NUTAsCh OJHOI0 MATOKOM; HO
BCE 3TO M0KA3aJI0Ch €l CIUIIKOM CTPaHHBIM, U OHA MTPOJI0JIKaja
JONPAaIINBATh:

— Ckaxure, 3a4eM OHU KWJIH Ha THE KoioAa?

— He xoTuTe nU BBIMUTH €lIe YalleuKy 4yar? — CHpPOCHII
Anucy MapTOBCKHIA 3asLl.

— «J4I coBceM He nuja Yaro, TaK YTO HUKAK HE MOTY BBIITUTH
,,eme’ gamieukn». — Ho, YTOOEI BBIUTH W3
3aTPyIHUTEIILHOTO TMOJOKEHUsA, OHa Hamuwia cede dJaro,
HamMasaJia XxJied0 MacjaoM U MOBTOpHUJIA:

— A 3a4eM ke OHM KWJIM Ha JHE KoJjioaua’?

— IloroMy 4TO OH OBLI MATOYHBIA, — OTBETHJI, OISAThH-
TaK1 HEMHOKKO ITOJYyMaB, CYpOK.

— Takux KOJIOJIIICB He  OniBaeT! —cC JI0CcaIon
BOCKJIMKHYJa Ajuca.

— Tc! Tc!—ocranoBun ee 3asi, a Cypok oOuaesncs u
CEPANUTO IPOrOBOPUIL:

— Ecnau Thl He MOXKelllb ObITh BEXIIUBOM, TO JTyUIIIe YK
cama JJOKOHYH 3Ty HUCTOPHIO.

— Her, MOXKaJyicTa, MPOJOJIKANTE, — Hadasa
ynpaimuBath ero Anuca. — I He Oyny nepeduBath Bac.

— DT TpU MAJIEHBKUX  CECTPHUIIbl, — CHOBAa  CTajl
paccka3blBaTh CYpOK, — YUUIIUCH. .. YYUIIUCh PUCOBATh.

— Yrto xe oHU pucoBanu? — crpocuiia Anuca, 3a0bIB O
cBOEeM 00€IaHnu1 HEe TIPEPHIBATH €rO.
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— IlaTtoky, — OTBETHWJI CYpPOK, Ha 3TOT pa3 HU MUHYTKH HE
MOAYyMaB.

— MHe HyXHa 4YucTasg 4Yallka, — CKa3aJl IUIANOYHHUK.
— IlepemeHnunmcs mecTamu.

['oBopss 3TO, OH BCTal M BBILEI M3-32 CTOJNA; CYPOK
NocJIe0Bal 32 HUM; MapTOBCKHW 3asl] CEJ Ha €ro MecTo, a
AJnvca 0YeHb HEOXOTHO TEPEIIa Ha MECTO MAPTOBCKOTO 3aiIia.
OT Takoi mepeMeHbl BBIMTPA TOJbKO HUISITOYHUK, CUACBIIUN
Teneps B Kpecne. A Anmuce CTalio Topa3go Xyxe, MMOTOMY 4YTO
MapTOBCKUH 3as1] MPOJIKII MOJIOKO Ha €€ TapeliKy.

— S TonbKO HE MOHMMAar0, — OCTOPOKHO Hayana Anmuca, He
xKenasi OOUJETh CypKa, — OTKYyJa OHU OpaJid MaToKy?

— Benp BBl Moxere OpaTh BOAY W3 KOJOAUA, — CKas3al
nuIAnoyHuK. — [loueMy xe Henb3st OpaTh U3 HETO MaToKy?

— Ho Beap OHM XWIM B CaMOM MaTOYHOM KOJIOAIE Ha
nHe! — ckazana  AnMca, He  ChOylmias — [OUAIOYHUKA U
oOparasce K CypKy.

— Jla,— oTBeTuI CypoK, — Ha JHE.

DTOT OTBET TaK CMYTHJI AJIUCY, YTO OHA HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHU
MOJ4a  Ciyllaja paccka3 COHHM-CypKa, HE MpephIBas €ro.

— OHU yYWINCh PHUCOBaTh, — MPOJOJDKAT MEXKIY TEM
CYpOK, 3€Basi W MpOTUpas TJia3za, NOTOMY YTO €My Y>KAaCHO
XOTeJIOCh cnaTh. — M Bce OHM pHUCOBaNM pPa3IMYHBIC BEIIU —
TaKue BEIU, KOTOPhIE HAUMHAIOTCS C OYKBBI «M.
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— Tlouemy xke ¢ «m»? — cpocuiia Anuca u ¢ HETEPIICHUEM
JKJana OTBETA.

— A mouemy ke HET? — CKa3ajdl MapTOBCKHUU 3asll.

Anuca npukycusia ryosl 1 3amoiJarna.

Mexay TeM, CypOK BOCHOJIB30BAJICA HMX pPa3srOBOPOM H,
3aKpBIB TJI1a3a, 3apeMall.

HIIAnoYHKUK CHa4Yasia HE 3aMEeTHI J3TOr0 M KA, 4TO
CypoK OyIeT mpojoinKaTh CBOM paccka3. Ho ToT kpemko cmad.
Buns 570, nusinoyHuK ynumnHys ero. Cypok cierka BCKpUKHYI
Y, IPOCHYBUIUCH, IPOAOJIKAI PACCKA3BIBATH:

— Kotopeie HaunmHaroTcsi ¢ OyKBBI «M», Kak, HalpuMmep:
MBIIlIb, MOCT, MasK, MHO>ECTBO... BHJenu BBl PUCYHOK
«MHOKECTBO»?

— Ecnu BBl copammBaeTe  MEHS, — HEpEUIUTENIbHO
nporosopuia Annca, — TO s HE IyMaro. ..

— A He JaymaeTte, TaK MOJYMTE... — Iepedws ee
HUISTOYHUK.

Takoe rpy0oe 3ameuaHue BbIBENO ANHCY U3 ceOsi, U OHAa,
BCKOUMB C MecTa, nomuia K jecy. Cypok ToTyac K€ 3acHyl, a
OCTAJIbHBIE HE OOpAaTHJIM HUKAKOTO BHUMAHUS Ha yXOA AJIMCHI,
KOTOpasi HECKOJBKO pa3 OrjsiblBajgach, HaAesICh, UYTO €€
no30oByT. Korma oHa orjisiHynachk B MOCHEIHUN pa3, MIISATIOYHUK
M MapTOBCKMM  3asll  JepXKaJId  CypKa M CTapajicCh
3aCYHYTb €r0 B YaHUK.

— Huxkorna Oonbiie He mpumay croma!l — ckazana Aumca,
U 1o Jecy. — Hudero riymee 3TOro 4aenuThs B JKH3HU
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HE BUJIETIA. ..

ToJsibKO UTO ycIiella OHa CKa3aTh 3TO, KaK YBHUENa JIEPEBO, B
CTBOJIE KOTOPOTO ObLIa IBEPb.

«Kak ctpanno! Yto 310 32 ABeph? — moaymana Anuca.
— [TocMOTpIO, UTO TaKOE 3a HEIO».

OTBOpHB JABEpb, OHAa BOLLIA M OYYTWJIACh B 3HAKOMOU
JUTMHHOM M y3KOM KOMHATE CO CTEKJISTHHBIM CTOJIMKOM.

— Hy, Ha 3TOT pa3 s mocTaparoch HE 3a0BITh HUYETO, —
CKazajla OHa W, B3fB 30JI0TOM KIIOYHUK, OTIEpJa MaJECHbKYIO
nBepky. IloToM oOHa Hadalla OTKYChIBaTh ITOHEMHOXKY OT
Kycouka rpuba, KOTOpbIA ObLI CIpsTaH y HEe B KapMaHe W,
CIENaBIIMCh pPOCTOM BEpPIIKOB B WIECTh, IIpoJie3ja B
KpOILIeUHbIM BXx0A. HakoHeu-ro eW yaasoch IMOmNacTh B
YyJHBIN cajl ¢ GOHTaHAMU U KIIyMOaMH SIpPKUX 1IBETOB!

VI I I . Kpoket y kopoJieBbI

bosibmioir po30BeI KyCT poc y camoro Bxoaa B caia. Ha
HEM PaCIyCTUJIUCH Oesible PO3bl, HO TPU CaJOBHUKA — KaKOIo-
TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHOTO BHJIA, COBCEM IJIOCKUE U
YETBIPEXYTOJIbHBIE — TOPOIUIMBO MEPEKpAIMBAIA HUX B
MYyHLIOBBIE. AJIMCE 3TO MOKA3aJIOCh CTPAHHBIM, M OHA IMOJONIIA
noOJmxKe.
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— bynp ocropoxnee, IIsarepkal — cka3an oiMH CaJlOBHUK.
— To1 OpbI3raenib Ha MEHST KPacKoM.

— 4 He BuHOBaT, [[Boiika, — MpadHO oTBermia lIlarepka.
— CemepKa TOJIKAeT MEHSI MO/ JIOKOTb.

— Monogen! — cka3an, nonusB rojoy, Cemepka. — Tbl
BCEr/a BCE CBAJIMBACIIb Ha IPYTUX.

— VY ayumie Obl Thl Mod4ai! — BockiaukHyn I[larepka. —
Tonpko TpeThero IHS KOpoOJieBa TOBOpHMIIA, YTO TeOE HYKHO
OTPYOUTBH I'OJIOBY.

— A 3a4rto! — copocui JIBoiika.

— OJT0 He TBOE J1e110, — oTBeTHII Cemepka.

— Her, 310 ero nemo, — Bo3pasui IlaTepka, — u s cKaxy
eMy. 3a TO, UTO OH MPHUHEC MMOBapPy TIOJIbIIAHHBIE KOPHU BMECTO
ayky. Cemepka OpOCHIT KUCTb.

— To ecTb TakoWl HECHpPaBEeMJIMBOCTH... — Hayald OH, HO
BIPYT 3aMOJI4Yall, YBUIEB AJHCY.

ToBapulu ero OMISHYJIUCh U TOXKE B3TJISIHYJIM Ha Hee.

A TIOTOM OHH BCE TPOE HU3KO MOKJIOHUIIUCH.

— Ckaxure mnoxanyicra, — poOko  crpocuiia Amuca,
— 3a4€eM BBl IEPEKPAIINBAETE PO3bI?

[Tarepka u CeMepka MoI4a B3IIISIHYJIM Ha J{BOWKY.

— Jenmo B TOM, — mpomentan J[BoWka, — 4YTO 31€Ch
CJIEIOBAJI0 TOCAJANTh KYCT KPAacHBIX P03, a MBI MO OIIMHOKE
nocaauiu KycT Oenbix. Ecnm Obl KOposjieBa y3Halla 3TO, OHA,
HaBepHOE, Benena Obl OTPpyOUTH HaM TOJIOBB. BoT MBI H
CIICILIUM MEPEKPACUTh UX MPEXKIE, UEM OHA. ..
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— Koponesa! Koponea! — mennyn Bapyr Ilsarepka,
KOTOPBIN BCE BPEMsI TPEBOKHO OCMATPUBAJICS IO CTOPOHAM.

Bce Tpu camoBHuMKa ToTyac ke ynanu Huu. llocnelmanuce
npuOIKalolyecs maru 1 Annca nmocMoTpesna B Ty CTOPOHY:
€l OYeHb XOTEJOCh YBHJIETh KOPOJIEBY.

Bnepenu numm necars conaat ¢ OymaBamu. Conparsl ObLTH
TaKHe xKe YEeTBHIPEXYTOJIbHBIE U IUIOCKUE, KAk
CaJIOBHUKH; PYKH U HOTH OBLIM y HUX TOXKE IO YIJIaM. 3a HUMHU
IUIA TIOMApHO JECATh NPUABOPHBIX, BCE pa3yKpallCHHbIE
Opwmuantamu. [loToM cienoBanM KOpPOJIEBCKHE JETH — HX
ObU10 AecaThb. OHU, NOANPHITUBAsL, BECETIO O€XKalH, B3SBIIUCH 32
pyku. Bce netn ObuiM ykpallleHbl YEpBOHHBIMHU TepOamu. 3a
JETbMH LIUIM TOCTH, MO OOJbIIEH YacTU KOPOJIM U KOPOJIEBBI.
benbiii kponuk Obl1 TYT k€. OH TOPOIUIMBO M BO30YXKICHHO
TOBOpWJ, YJbIOAjCs BCEMY, UTO TOBOPWIA Jpyrue, u
IpoIIeNl, He 3amMeTuB AJMCBHL. 3aTeM el YEPBOHHBIN
BaJIET C MYHLIOBOM OapXaTHOM MOIYIIKOM, HA KOTOPOM Jiexkana
KOpOHa KOPOJIsi, M, HAKOHEI], B CAMOM KOHIIE ATOH OJecTsie
MPOLIECCUH BBICTYNAIH KOPOJIb U KOPOJIEBA YEepBEH.

Anuca He 3Hana, HYXXHO JIM €Wl IMOCJeNOoBaTh MNpPUMEPY
CaJIOBHUKOB U YIIACTh HHII.

«Hert, momwkHO OBITH, HE HYXHO, — Mojymajna oHa. — He
CTOUJIO OBl M YCTpauBaTh MPOLIECCUHU, €CIU Obl BCE BCTPEUHBIE
JOJDKHBI OBLTM maaaTh HUL. Benp Torma HUKTO HE MOT Obl
YBUJETH €€M.
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Anvca mpopoikanga CTOATb M CMOTPETb Ha IPOLIECCHIO.
Korna kopoab u koposeBa ObLIH Kak pa3 HampOTHB AJIHCHI, BCE

OCTAaHOBUWJINCD, u KOpOJICBA, oOpaTUBIINCH K
YEPBOHHOMY BaJIETy, CTPOTO CIPOCHUIIA!
— Kt0310?

Ho 0H TOJIBKO NOKJIOHWJICS U YJIBIOHYJICA.

— Wnanor! — ckazana kopoJieBa, THEBHO MOTast TOJIOBOM.

— Kak te6s1 30ByT? — oOpaTuiack oHa K Anuce.

— Mens 30ByT AnKCOM, Ballle BEINYECTBO, — IMOYTUTEIIHHO
OTBETWJIAa Ta, HO TMoJyMana Tpo ceos:
«/la BeZ1b 3TO MPOCTO KOJI0/1a KAPT U MHE UX OOSIThCS HEYero!»

— A 3TO KTO? — cmpocwia KOpOJeBa, II0Ka3aB Ha
CaJIOBHUKOB, JIEKABIIMX HUYKOM IOJ pPO30BBIM KycToMm. Tak
KaK OHU JIeKaJld JHIAMU BHU3, a CHOUHBI OBUIM y HUX
COBEpPIICHHO TakHe K€, KaK M Yy BCEX JApYrux KaprT, TO

KOpOJIEBA M HE MOIJIa Y3HaTb — COJIAATBl JIM OTO, WU
CaJIOBHUKH, WIH MIPUIBOPHBIE, UITU J1aXKe €€ COOCTBEHHBIE JICTH.
— Ilouemy g Mory 3Hath? — oTBeTWJa Anmca, cama

YAUBISACH CBOEH CMEJIOCTU. — DTO HE MOE JIEJIO.

KoponeBa BcmbixHysa OT THEBa M, 3JI00HO TOTJSJAEB Ha
Anucy, KpUKHYJIa:

— OtpyOurts eii rosoBy! OTpy...

— UYro 3a B310p! — TrpoMKO cKazana Amuca.

Koponesa 3amomyaina.
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— VYcnokoiics, Mosi jgoporas, — PpPOOKO MPOroBOPHUII
KOpOJIb, TOJIOKMB PYKYy Ha IUIe40 KOopojeBbl. — Beaps 310
pebeHok!

KoponeBa Opocuia Ha HEro THEBHBIA B3IJISA U KPUKHYJA
BaJICTY:

— IlepeBepHyTh ux!

Bastet ocTop0:XHO niepeBEPHYII CaJJOBHUKOB HOTOM.

— Bcranbre! — NpoOH3UTENBHO KpPUKHYJA KOpOJIeBa, H
CaJOBHUKH, BCKOYWB, CTajd OTBEIIMBaTh HU3KUE MOKJIOHBI
KOPOJII0, KOPOJIEBE, KOPOJIEBCKUM JETSIM U BCEM OCTAJILHBIM.

— JloBOJIBHO! — B3BU3THYJla  KOpOJEBA. — Y  MEHs OT
BAIIMX IIOKJIIOHOB 3aKpyxwiack ronosal... Uro BBl 31€cCh
nenanu? — npubaBuiia OHa, MOKa3aB Ha PO30BBINA KYCT.

— OcMmenioce JI0J0KUTh BallleMy BEIMYECTBY, — POOKO
nporosopui JIBoiika, ONyCTHBIIMCh HAa OJHO KOJIEHO, — MBI
CTapaJIuCh.

— IloHuMaro! — BOCKIMKHYJIa KOpPOJIEBA, BHUMATEIBHO
CMOTpEBILIass Ha pPO3bl B TO BpEMs, KaK OH TOBOpHI. —
OTpyOUTH UM TOJIOBHL. ..

[Ipoueccuss nBUHYJACh Jaybllie, TOJBKO OCTaJIMCh TP
cojjara, 4ToObl NPUBECTH B HUCIOJHEHUE MPUTOBOP Haj
OeHbIMU CaJIOBHUKaMU, KOTOpbIe OpOCHIINCh K AnHce, yMOJsis
ee 3al[UTUTh UX.

— He Ooiitecb, Bac He Ka3HAT! — cka3zajna Aumca u
3ampsTaga WX B CTOSBIIMM TOOJU30CTH OOJIBIION
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BETOYHbIN TopioK. CongaTel MOXOAWIA HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHHU
TO TyJla, TO CIOJIa, Pa3bICKUBast OCYXJCHHBIX, HO, HE HAWIs UX,
VIIUIH.

— Hy, roBopure: oTpyOWIM UM TOJOBBI? — KPUKHYJA
KOPOJIEBA.

— Ortpy0Ouiiu, Bamie BeIUYECTBO! — IPYHKHO OTBETUIIH
COJIIATHI.

— OtnanyHo! — rapkHysna KopoieBa.— A B KPOKET BbI
yMmeeTe urparb?

Conpmatel  MOJYadM,  BOINPOC  KOPOJEBBI  OYEBUIHO
OTHOCHWJICS K AJlHce.

— Ymer! — Takxke rpoMKO OTBETHIIA AJHCA.

— Tak wam ¢ Hamm! — B3BU3THYJA KOpOJieBa, U Amuca
NPUCOEANHUIIACh K MPOLECCUH, pa3aAyMbIiBass O TOM, 4YTO
Oyner najiblie.

— Kaxkoit cerognsi! kakoi ceroJiHst 4yJHbIN JIeHb! — POOKO
MIPOTOBOPHUJI KTO-TO OKOJIO HEE.

Ona ornsHynach W yBHUjENa O€JIOro KpOJIMKa, TPEBOXKHO
CMOTPEBILIETO HA HEE.

— Ja, uynsslii, — otBeTWwia Asmca. — A TAE XK€
repLoruHs’?
— Tc! Tec¢! — mpowenrtan KpoJauK W, NOAHSABIIACH Ha

LBIMOYKH, HIENHYJ AJMCE Ha YXO:
— OHa npuroBopeHa k cmeprtu!
— BBl cKka3anm «Kax Kajnko»? — CIPOCUII KPOJIUK.
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— W He monymana, — oTBeTwsia Annca, — COBCEM MHE €€
HE aJIKO U 5 TOJIBKO CIIPOCHUJIA 32 YTO?

— OHa BpIIpana KOpOJIEBY 3a YIIU... — Hayall KPOJIHK.

Anuca, ycibIxaB 3TO, HE MOIJIa YJepKaThCa OT CMeXa.

— Tume! Tume! — ocTaHOBWII €€ KpOJUK, — KOpOJIeBa
ycibluT Bac! BoT, BuUaWTE, TepUOrvHS MPUILTIA CIUIIKOM
MO3JHO U KOpOJIEBa CKa3asa €i...

— Ilo mectam! — rpoMOBBIM TOJIOCOM KpPHUKHYJIa KOPOJIEBa
U BCe MOOEXanu B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, HATAJIKUBAACh JIPYT Ha
Apyra.

Haxownerr, mecta ObUIM 3aHATHI U UTPa HAYAJIACh.

Huxorma He caydanmoce AsMce y4yacTBOBaThb B TaKOW
ctpanHoii wurpe. KpokeTHoe mojie ObUIO BCE HU3PBHITO, Kak
BCIIAXaHHOE I10JIe; BMECTO IIApOB OBLIM JKUBBIC €XKH, BMECTO
MOJIOTOYKOB — MTHUIBI (JIAMUHTO, a BMECTO BOPOT —
COJIIAThI, KOTOPBIE CrHUOANUCh MJI 3TOTO BIBOE W YNMHUPAIUCH
pyKaM# B 3eMJII0. AJlce OBLJI0 0OCOOEHHO TPYJIHO CIIPABIISATHCS C
dbnamunro. Eif yaanock 3aCyHyTh €ro MOJ MBIIIKY, — HOTH €T0
MPU 3TOM, KOHEYHO, BUCEJI, — HO KOTJ/Ia OHA BBITIPSAMIISIIA EMY
mIe0 W XOTeJa yJapuTh €ro TroJoBOM exa, (IaMUHTO
000payuBaJICsl U C TAKUM U3YMJICHUEM IJIS[IE] Ha HEE, UTO OHa
HE Morja YyAepXaTrbcsi OT CcMexa. A  eclid, HaKOHell,
OmnycKajia €My TOJIOBY, TO MOYTH KaXJbld pa3 OKa3bIBaJIOCh,
YTO €X YK€ pa3BepHyJics U cobupaercst ynoia3tu. Kpome Toro,
B TE€X PEAKHUX Ciyyasx, Korjga AJHce yAaBalloCh TOJIKHYTh
eXau OH HayuHall KaTUThCS, €My MEIIAId I[10NaJ aBIINECs
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Ha JIOpOre TOPKU U SIMKH, a M300pa)kaBIIME€ BOPOTa COJIATHI
MOCTOSTHHO Pa3ru0aniuch U PacXOAMIMCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBHI.
«AX, KaK TpyJHO Urpath Tak!» — nymana Asnuca.

HukTto He cobmonan HUKaKuX MpaBuil, BCE UTPAJH Cpa3y, He
JOKHUJIAACh OYEPENI, U BCE BPEMsI CCOPWIIMCH U APAIUCH HU3-32
eXer. A KOpoJieBa 4YyTh HE KAKJIYIO MUHYTY TOIAJIa HOTaMU U
kpuyana: «Otpyouts eMy rosoBy!... OTpyOuTh eif ToJgoBy!»

Anuca HauMHana TPEeBOXUThHCA. [losokuM, TMOKa BCE MLIO
0J1aronoylyyHo, HO BCE€ K€ MOIJIO CIYYUTHCS, YTO B KOHILE
KOHIIOB KOpOJIEBA BEJIUT OTPYOUTH TOJIOBY U EH.

«YTo ke Torma MHe nenarth? — aymana oHa. — Koponesa
y)KaCHO JIIOOUT pyOUTHb TOJIOBBL. YIUBHUTEIBHO, 4YTO €Il
CTOJIBKO UX yLeJeno!»

Anuca Hayan a yXe MOAYMbIBaTh O TOM, Kak Obl yOexKaTb
OTCIOfIa, HO 0OsIach, YTO 3TO ceryac e 3aMeTAT. Bapyr uto-to
CTpPaHHOE TOSBUJIOCH B BO3AyXE. AJlMCa HECKOJbKO BPEMEHU
BIJISIIBIBATIACh M HAKOHEI[ cooOpaswia, 4YTO J3TO YJbIOKa
YECTEPCKOro KOTa.

«CnaBa bory! — noaymana ona. — Tenepb y MeHs1 OyAeT ¢
KEM IIOTOBOPUTH.

— Hy, kak pema? — cmnpocws KOT, KOrga pOT €ro
YBEIMYMJIICS HACTOJIBKO, YTO OH MOT TOBOPHUTb.

Anuca momoxzaana IMOSBJICHUSA KOIIAYbUX TJla3 M TOrAa
KHBHYJIA EMY.

«l'oBOpHUTH TENEph HE CTOUT, — JyMalla OHAa, — HYXKHO
IIOA0K1aTh, KOTJa MOKaXyTCs €r0 YIINW WM, 110 KpauHeu
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Mepe, XOTb OJTHO YXO».

Uepes MUHYTY MOSIBUJIACh BCSl TOJIOBA, U AJKca, OIyCTUB Ha
3emiit0  IaMUHTO, CTaja pPacCKasplBaTh TMpPO UIPy B
KPOKET, OYCHb JIOBOJIbHAS, YTO €CTh KOMYy ee chymark. OT
BCET0 KOTa BHUJIHA ObLIa TOJHKO OFHA TOJIOBA; JOJKHO OBITh, OH
CUHUTaJ, YTO ATOTrO BIIOJHE JOCTATOYHO U KPOME ATOM TOJIOBBI
HUYETO HE TOSIBUIIOCH.

— 31ech BCe UIPAlOT HEXOPOIo, — KaJloBajack Amiuca, —
U TaK CCOpSATCS M KpUYaT, YTO HE YCJBIIHUIIL CBOETO
coOcTBeHHOrO rosioca. Hukakux mpaBwil JUisi UTPhl Y  HHUX
HeT. U BBl He MoxkeTe cebe NpencTaBUTh, KaK HEYJJOOHO
UTpaTh KUBBIMHU NMTHUIIAMH U €XamMHu. HeckolbkO MUHYT TOMY
Ha3aJl MOM €X IMpolle B BOPOTa U MHE, HaBEpHOE, YAAIOCh
Obl KPOKHPOBATh €Ka KOPOJIEBBI, HO OH, YBUJEB, UTO MOW €X
KAaTUTCS K HEMY, ITPECTIOKOIHO yoOexkan!

— A KaK BaM NOHPAaBUJIACh KOPOJieBa? — CIPOCHII KOT.

— CoBceM He TOHpaBWIACh, — OTBETUNIA  AJjmca. —
OHa o4eHb. ..

Tyt Anuca yBuzaena KOpoJeBy, KOTOpas OAO0IIA COBCEM
OJIM3KO U MPUCTYIINBAIACS.

— Xopouio Urpaer, — JOKOHYNJIA Anuca, — Tak
YTO 3apaHee 3Haelllb, YTO MPUJIETCS IPOUTPATh.

KopoueBa ynpiOHynach 1 nouuia Jaiblie.

— C keM 3T0 Thl pa3roBapuBaciib? — CIPOCUI KOPOJIb,
oAOU IS K AJTMce U ¢ yAUBJIECHUEM TJIsi/Is Ha TOJIOBY KOTA.
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— DTO MOU JApyr, YeCTEepPCKHil KOT, — OTBETHJIa AJnca. —
Mory st IpeICTaBUTh €T0 BaIlleMy BEIMYECTBY?

— MHe oH He HpaBUTCs, — CKa3ajl KopoJib. — Bripodewm, oH,
MOKaITy ¥, MOYKET TIOIIEJIOBATh MHE PYKY.

— Her, 51 yx nydiiie He mouenyro, — cka3ajl KOT.

— He roBopu pgep3ocrtell, — BOCKJIMKHYJI KOpOJb, — H
HE TJISIIA Ha MEHS Tak!

CkazaB 3T0, OH CIPSTAICS 332 CIIUHY AJIUCHI.

— W KOT MOXeT IIsAeTh Ha KOPOJis, Ballle BEINYECTBO, —
cKazaja Ajuca, — s 9TO I'Ie-TO BBIYMTANA, HO IJI€ UMEHHO, HE
ITIOMHIO.

— Jlagao! Ho Bce e HEOOXOJMMO €ro yJajauTh,
MOBEJMTEIIBHBIM ~ TOHOM  CKazal KOPOJAb H  KPUKHYJ
IIPOXOJAMBILIEN MUMO KOPOJIEBE:

— Munas! S xody, 4TOOBI ThI y1aJIijIa 3TOTO KOTA.

Y  koponeBbl ObUI TOJBKO OAWH CIOCOO YCTPaHITh
3aTPYJIHCHHS U OOJIbIITNE, U MaJIbIC.

— Ot1pyOuTth €My rojoBy! — KpUKHYJa OHa, JaXe He
B3IJIIHYB Ha KOTa.
— 4 cam mo3oBy mnanaya! — ¢ kapoMm cKaszal KOpOJib U

ObICTpO yOexKal.

Yepes HECKOIBKO MHHYT C KPOKETHOTO TIOJSI JOHECIHUCH
THEBHBIC KPUKU KOPOJICBBI. AJlMCa peliwia BEPHYThCS Tyda U
NIPOJOJKATH UTPY, XOTSI € OYEHb HE XOTEIOCh ATOr0: KOpPOJIeBa
IPUTOBOPWIIA K CMEPTH YK TPOMX HTPOKOB 3a TO, YTO OHH
NPOMYCTHIIM CBOIO ouepellb, U Ainuca 00s1ach,
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YTO OHa BENWT OTPyOUTH TONOBY u eil. Urpa muma 6e3
BCSIKOTO TOpsifika, U Aunca, MOATAJIKWBAs IIap, HUKOTJa HE
3HaJIa HABEPHOE, €€ 3TO OYEPE]Ib UIIU HET.

Opnako pgenaTh OBLTO HEYEro, M OHAa OTMpABUIIACH HCKATh
CBOErO €Xa.

Oxkazanoch, YTO OH BCTyNWI B OOH C APYTHM €KOM, 4TO, IO
MHEHHUIO AJIMCHI, ObUT PEIKUA clydyald KpOKUPOBATH UX OJTHOTO
o Apyroro. EnMHCTBEHHOE 3aTpyJHEHUE COCTOSIIIO B TOM, YTO
ee (IaMHHTO OTIPABUJICS HA JAJbHUM KOHEIl cajja M cTapajcs,
HO 0Oe3yCIHelIHo, B3JIETETh Ha JIEPEBO.

Korpga Anmca moiimana (uiaMHHTO W TOIUIA 3a €XKOM, OOH

y’)K€ KOHUMJICS, U 000MX €Xel HUrjge He ObUIO BHJIHO — OHHU
KyZa-TO YIOJI3JIN.
«/la n Bce paBHO Wrparh Henb3s, — Hoaymana Anmca, —

MOTOMY YTO BOPOTa BCE YIIJIU C 3TOM CTOPOHBI MOJIS.

Ona B34na (UIAaMMHIO MOJA MBIIIKY, YTOOBl OH OMNSATh HE
yOexan, U moljia Ha3ad, K CBOEMY JIpYyry YeCTEPCKOMY KOTY:
€ XOTEeI0CH €Ile HEMHOKKO IT000JITaTh C HUM.

I[Tonxonss k Hemy, Aumca ¢ yAUBICHUEM YBHUJETA
OKpYXMBIIIyl0 ero Oounbiryto toumy. Koponb, koposneBa u
najgad ropsdo CHOPWUIM O YE€M-TO M TOBOPWJIM Cpa3y, a BCe
OCTaJbHbIE CTOSJIM MOJYa WU ObUIM, MO-BUJIUMOMY, CHUJIIBHO
BCTPEBOXKEHBI U yJIPYUYECHBI.

Kak Tompko moka3amach Asmca, TpoO€ CHOPHUBIIHX
o0paTUIUCh K HEH M MONPOCHIIN €€ PELINTh, KTO U3 HUX IpaB.
Ho Tak kak oHM TOBOpUIIM BCE cpasy, nepeduBasi APyT pyra, TO
OHa HE MOIJIa HUYEro MOHSTh.
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[Tamau goka3piBaj, YTO HENB3s OTPYOUTh TOJIOBY, Y
KOTOPOM HET TYJIOBMINA, 3HAYUT Ka3Hb HE MOXET COCTOSTHCS.
Koposb gokaspiBajl, 9To BCE, MMEIOIIEE TOJOBY, MOXET OBITh
00e3TJIaBJIeH0 W YTO Tajad roBOpUT MycTAku. KoposeBa Tem
BPEMEHEM BOIIMIJIA, YTO €CIIM KOT HE OyleT HEMEJIEHHO Ka3HEH,
TO Ka3HEHbl OyAyT BCE MPUCYTCTBYIOIIME (3aMEUaHUE 3TO
yApYydYarolie 1Mo IeicTBOBaIO Ha BCEX YYACTHUKOB UTPHI).

— Mmue kaxercs, cieAoBajio Obl  MEPErOBOPUTH C
repuoruHe, — ckazana Tuxo Amuca. — Beap KoT ei
MIPUHAIJICHKUT.

— I'epuoruns B TropeMme! Ilpusectu ee croga! — kpukHyna
KOpOJIEBA Majlady, U OH TOMYAJICA CO BCEX HOT.

Kak Tompko mamau yOexkas, rojgoBa KOTa Hadajla Majo-
nomMajy OJeaHeTh, a KOrJa OH BEpHYJICS ¢ TePIIOTHHEH, rooBa
yxe ucuesna. Koponb u mamad cranm 6eraTb BO BCE CTOPOHHI,
pa3bICKHBasi €e, a oOIIEeCTBO CHOBA MPUHSIOCH 3a UTPY.
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I X . Hcropus noxaenbHoi
yepenaxu

— Trl HEe MOXelmb cede MpeACTaBUTh, Kak s paja, YTo
CHOBa yBHjJeNna TeOs, MO MWIOYKAa! — BOCKIMKHYJA
TepIIOTHHS, CXBAaTHB AJIMCY 3a PYKy, U OHH BJIBOEM VIILJIH C
KPOKETHOTO TTOJISI.

Anuca Oplla OY€Hb JOBOJIBHA, YTO HA ATOT pa3 TEPIIOTHHS
OblJIa B XOPOIIIEM PaCIOI0KEHUH ayXa.

«JlomxHO OBITH, OHa ObUIA Takas 3J1as B KyXHE TOJBKO
IIOTOMY, YTO TaM OYEHb IaxJI0 mepreM, — noaymana Amnuca. —
Ecnau s cnenaroch replioTMHEM, TO HE BEJO Jep)KaTh B KyXHE
nepra. Cyn MOXHO BapuTh W 6€3 Hero. A To u3-3a mepiia Bee,
noXkKanyu, OyIyT CepAUThCA, — ayMalia AJnMca, JIOBOJIbHAs

cBouM  OTKpeITHeM. — OT  yKcyca JIIOAM  CTaHOBSTCS
€IKMMU W  KHCIbIMH; OT  pPOMAIIKM — TOPbKUMHU [0
OropyeHMUs, a OT... OT SUMEHHOIO caxapa M JpYyrux

CIaJ0CTeN JETU CTAHOBSTCA OYeHb A0OphIMU... Ecaum 6 3T0
OBIJIO BCEMH MPU3HAHO, TO HUKTO HE CKYIHJICS OBbI Ha CIaJKOCY.
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Hymasi Tak, Anuca coBceM 3a0blia NP0 TEPLOTHHIO H
B3JI0XHYJIa, YCIIBIXaB €€ T'0JIOC OKOJIO CAaMOT'0 CBOETO yXa.

— To1 0 yeM-TO 3amymanach, MOsSi MUJIOUKA? — CIPOCHIIA
repuoruHs. — TpynHO cerldac cka3aThb, KAKOE€ MOYKHO BBIBECTH
U3 ATOr0 HPaBOYYEHHUE, HO, COOOpa3UB HEMHOTO, S TeOE CKaXYy.

— Moxer ObITh, HUKAKOTO HPABOYYEHHUS B ATOM HET, —
pemmiace cka3zarb Asnca.

— TIlonno, monHo, nuts Moe! Her Hudero Ha cmere, 4TO
HE 3aKiouyano Obl B cebe HpaBoyueHus. Bce neno B ToM,
4yTOOBI €r0 HANTH.

U roBopsi 3T0, OHa MpHKanack K AJuce.

Anuce He HPaBUJIOCH, YTO OHA TaK OJU3KO MPIKUMAETCS K
HEeH, BO-TIEPBBIX, MOTOMY, YTO IepIIOTHHA ObLIa paHbIlle OYEHBb
371as, a BO-BTOPBIX, MOTOMY, YTO OHa ObUIa Kak pa3 TaKOTo
pocrta, 4yTo €l ObUIO YJOOHO Omuparbcs MONOOPOJKOM  Ha
AmicuHO TUIedo. A MOAOOPOIOK Y replOrMHU OB OYCHB
OCTphIil U Anuce ObUT0 HEYIOOHO U 60JBHO OT Hero. OmHaxKo,
HE KeJast ObITh TPyOOii, OHa MoJTyaia U Tepriea.

— Teneps urpa momuia, kaxercs, Jiydlle, — CKas3aja OHa,
4yTOOBI HAYATh PA3TOBOP.
— Jla, nma, — otBeTtmna repuoruHs. — M3 3TOro MokHO

BBIBECTH CJICAYIOIIEE HpaBOYUYCHHE:
CunpHee 1100BY HUYETO, ACTH, HET:
JIt000BB 3acTaBIIsACT KPYTUTHCS BECh CBET!. ..
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— Kro-T0 CcKazan, — Bo3paswna Ajmca, — 4TO eciu 0
HUKTO HE BMEIIMBAJICA B YyXHE JI€Ja, TO 3€MJIS BEpTEIach
ObI Kyaa ObICTpee.

— Hy, na! Ho 310 Benp modtu OJHO M TO K€, — CKazalia
TepLOrUHS, BIIUBASCh B JIETCKOE IUIEUO AJMCHI CBOMM OCTPBIM
nonoopoakoM. — M3 3TOro Mbl ceifyac BBIBEJEM CIIEAYIOIIEe
HPaBOYYEHHUE: BAJKEH CMBICI M HEMPEMEHHO, JIETH, MTOMHUTE O
HeM. CJI0BO — 3BYK, BTOPOCTEIIEHHO — B CJIOBApE €ro HaaeM.

— Kak ona mrobut HpaBoydeHust! — nogymana Anuca.

— Tbl, AOMKHO OBITH, YIAUBISICIIBCSA, YTO S HE OOHHMMAIO
Te0s 3a TaJuio, — MPOJoJIKaNIa repuoruts. — Jleno B Tom, 4To
a1 00roCch TBoero (hmamuuro. Benp oH, mokanyid, paccepauTcs.
Wnu nonpobGoBats?

— OH MOXeT yIUIHYTh Bac, — CKaszana AuJmca, KOTOpOu
COBCEM HE XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOBI repLIOrHHs OOHMMAIA €.

— a, rpasjaa, — COIJIaCUJIACh repuoruns. — U
¢namuHro, M ropuuna WUILIIOTCS. OTCIOJa MOXHO BBIBECTH
TaKO€ HpaBOYUYECHHUE:

«C mopo1010 Ipy>KHO JIETaeT

[ITryek HamMX Ipyras mopojaa —

[Toromy 4uTO coenuHsET

Nx 3a00TIMBO Tak MaTh-nipupoaal»

— Ho ropunna coBceM He nTuia, — ckaszana Anmuca.
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— BepHo, kak Bcerma! — BOCKIMKHYJIA TI€pLOTHHA. —
Kakas Tl ymHas!

— J'opunna, kaxxercs, KaMeHb? — crpocuiia Anuca.

— KoHeuHo, kaMeHb, — OTBETHJIA IepPLOTUHs, TOTOBAas, I0-
BUJIMMOMY, COTJIAIIATHCS CO BCEM, UTO ObI HU CKa3ana Asuca.

— AX, Her, g BCHOMHWIA! — BOCKIMKHYyJa AJjuca, HE
oOpaTuB BHMMAaHHA Ha CJioBa repuoruHd. — [opuuniia coBcem
HE KaMEHb, a PACTEHUE, XOTh U HE MOX0Ka Ha HETO.

— CoBeplIeHHO BEpHO, — CKaszana repuoruss. — Jurs!
Ecnu xouemb, s gapto Te0€ BCe MOHATHOE M BCE HEMOHSTHOE,
CKa3aHHOE MHOIO HbIHYE.

«/JlemeBpI1 Mogapok» — noaymMana Amimuca, — XOpOIIO, YTO

HUKTO HE JEJaeT TaKuX NOAApPKOB KO JIHIO poxaeHus'.— Ho
OHa HE pelIMIach MOBTOPUTH CBOM MBICIIH BCIIYX.
— Omare 3agymanacs? — CHOPOCHIIA TEPLOTHMHSA U OIATH

TOJIKHYJIa AJIUCY CBOUM OCTPBIM MOAOOPOIKOM.

— I umero monHoe mpaBo AymaTh, — PE3KO CKaszana Amuca,
KOTOPOM BCE HTO CTPAILIHO HALOEIIO.

— Takoe Xe mnpaBo, KaK MHOPOCEHOK HMEET JIETaTh,
CKasaja IrepLuorvHs, —a HpPaBOYYEHHUE, 3aKJIFOYAIOIIEecs B...

Ho Bapyr, k BenuuailiieMy yAUBIECHHUIO AJIMCHI, pyKa
repLOTMHHU, C)KUMaBIIas PyKy AJHUCHI, 33pOKalia.
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Anuca noaHsuIa ria3a U yBHJENIA KOPOJIEBY, CTOSIBUIYIO B
HECKOJIBKHX IlIarax OT HHMX; PYKM €€ ObLUIM CKpEIIEeHbl Ha
rpyau, OpoBU HAXMYPEHBI.

— Kakas cerogns mpekpacHas Ioroja, Balle BEJIUYeCTBO!
— IPOroBOpHUIIA TEPLUOTUHS TUXUM APOKAIIUM TOJIOCOM.

— Ilpenynpexgaro Bac, — KpHUKHYyJIa KOpOJIEBA, TOIAs
HOTaMH, — 4YTO WJIM BBl CHIO K€ MUHYTY YiJE€T€ BOH OTCIOJA,
WIN TOJOBE Bamle OyJeT ckazaHo: BOH oTciofa! BriObupaiite!
MoxeTe BbIOUpaTh!

['epuioruns BeIOpasa U B 0IHO MTHOBEHHE HCUE3A.

— Iloiipem wurparb, — ckazajia kKoposieBa Amuce, KOTopas
ObLIa 10 TOTO UCIYyraHa, 4YTO HE MOTJIa IPOU3HECTU HU CJIOBA U
MOJI4a IIOCJIEI0BAIA 3a HEM.

['ocTH, BOCHOJIB30BAaBIIMCH YXOJOM KOpPOJIEBBI, Opocuiu
UIpy U CEJIW OTAbIXaThb B TEHW; HO, YBUIEB, YTO OHa
BO3BpAILIAETCA, OHM TOTYAC K€, CIEIIa, BEPHYJUCh Ha
KPOKETHOE  MOJ€ M  CHOBAa  IPUHSAJIUCHh  UIpaTb. A
KOpOJIEBA CIIOKOMHO 3aMETHIIA, YTO 34 TAKOW HECBOEBPEMEHHBIN
OTZIBIX OHU MOTYT MOIJIATUTHCS KU3HBIO.

Bo Bce BpemMs wurpel OHa MOCTOSHHO CCOPHJIACH C
OPYTMMHM WIPOKaMH M TO M Jeno Kpuuana: «/lomoir emy
royioBy!» mim «Jlosoit et ronoBy!» Connarel, ©300pakaBIIne
BOPOTa, JOJDKHBI ObUIM TENepb CTOSATh Ha Kapayje OKOJIO
OCY’KIEHHBIX W TOTOMY UHCJIO BOPOT CTajo OBICTPO
yMeHpIaThcs. Uepes monyaca HE OCTaIOCh
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yKE€ HH OJHOIO, & BCE NPUCYTCTBYIOLIME, 32 HCKIIOYEHUEM
KOpOJIsi, KOpOJIEBBI M AJHCBHL, JIeXald Ha  3eMle,
IPUTOBOPEHHBIE K CMEPTHOM Ka3HH.

Torma xopoisieBa, 3aipIXaBUIasiCd OT THEBA M yCTaJOCTH,
HaKOHEI| IIepecTalla WrpaTb M copocwia: — Buagena Tbl
NOAJCIBHYIO  Yepemaxy, TO €CThb  TeIs4bl0  TOJIOBY,
MPUTOTOBJICHHYIO B BUJIE Yepenaxu?

— Her, He Bugena, — orBeTnna Ajuca.

— W3 Hee pmemarT Cynm Ha MaHEp Cymna M3 4epenaxu, —
npojoipKaia kopojieBa. — [loiiaem k Hell. OHa pacckaxkeT Tede
CBOIO UCTOPHIO.

Nnsa 3a koponeBoil, Anuca yciblxajla, Kak KOpOJb,
00paTHUBIIKCH K ApECTOBAHHBIM, HATHYBILIUCH U POOKO 03UPasiCh
KPYTrOM, TUXOHBKO ITPOTOBOPHIL:

— BB&bI Bce noMuioBaHsl.

«Cnasa bory!» — moaymana Anuca. Eif ObIJI0 O4€Hb Kajb
HECYAaCTHBIX, IPUTOBOPEHHBIX KOPOJIEBOKO K CMEPTH.

Bckope koponeBa um Anmca HaOpenu Ha rpuda, Kpenko
CHABILEro Ha COJIHBIIIKE (€CIM Bbl HE 3HAETE, YTO TAKOE TpU,
MOCMOTPUTE HA KAPTUHKY).

Bceragaii, neHTsil! — KpUKHYJIa KOpOJIEBA, — U OTBEIU ITY
MOJIOJIyI0 0CO0Y K mopaesbHoM uepenaxe. [Iycth Ta pacckaxeT
€l CBOK0 MCTOPUIO. A s JOJDKHA YWTH W IPOBEPUTH
Ka3HHU.

U ona ymia, octaBuB Anucy OJHY € rpruQom.
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OH Ka3zaJcs el OueHb CTpaIllHbIM, HO, IOJIyMaB, OHA HaIllIa,
4yTO, MOXaTyl, Oyner Oe3omacHee OCTAaThCs NAXKE C HUM, YEM
WJITH 32 3TOW CBUPETION KOPOJIEBOM.

I'pudp cen u mporep rmaza. [loToMm OH mocmoTpen Ha
OTOIIEIIIYIO YK€ JAJIIEKO KOPOJIEBY U YCMEXHYJICSL.

— Ilorexa! — ckazay oH He TO TIpo ceds, He TO AJuce.

— IIpo uTo 3TO THI TOBOpUIIIL? — cripocuiia Anuca.

— IIpo xoponeBy, — otrBeTms Ipud. — Takas cmenrHas!
Benb ckoabKO Hapoay MPUTOBAPUBAET OHA K HAKa3aHUIO, JTaXKe
K CMEpTH, & HUKOTJa He Ka3HAT Hukoro. Hy, naem!

— «Bce roBopsAT 34ech: Hy, UJEM, U BCE 37€Ch MHOTO
KOMaHAYIOT», — MoAyMasia  Aniuca, MEIJEHHO Iaras 3a
rpudom.

OHM 1M HEIOAT0O M BCKOPE YBHUACIU IMOJJICIbHYIO
yepenaxy. I'pyctHas M OJMHOKas  CHJENla  OHA Ha
HEOOJIBIIIOM BBICTYNIE yTeca. A KOrja OHHM TMOJOINLIU OJnXKe,
Alnnca ycabpiXxana, 4TO 4depernaxa B3JbIXaeT TaK THKEI0, Kak
OyaTo y Hee paspbiBacTCs cepiie Ha dactu. M Ammce crajo
OYCHB JKaJlb €€.

— Kakoe y Hee rope? — cripocusia oHa y rpuda.

— Hukakoro ropst y Hee HET, OJJHO TOJBKO BOOOpakeHHE!
— otBeTus rpud. — Bee 310 oHa BhiAyMbIBaeT. Maem!

Korma onHm mogomuim K yepenaxe, OHa MOJHsJIA HAa HUX
OoJibllIve, TTOTHBIE CJIe3 TJla3a, HO HEe MPOW3HECa HU CJIOBA.
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— Bot s1a Mononmas ocoba, — ckazan rpud, — Kenaer
IIOCIYIIATh TBOK UCTOPHIO.

— Xopomio, s pacCKaxy ee €M, — OTBeTWJIa Yepernaxa
TIIyXUM, HU3KUM rojiocoM. — Caautech 00a U HE TOBOPUTE HU
CJI0BA JI0 TEX IO, ITOKA 51 HE KOHYY.

OHu cenu, 1 HaCTYIWIO NPOAOJKUTEIIBHOE MOTYAHHE.

«He noHumaro, kKak MOXET OHa KOHYUTh, — IOJyMaja
Anyca, — ecau HUKOTJIa He HavyHeT!»

Ho, mecMoTpss Ha 3TO, OHAa BCe-TakW CHIENIA M TEPIEINBO
Kaana.

— Korga-to, — Havama, HakoHel, uepenaxa, TIJIyOOKO
B3/IOXHYB, — s ObLIa HACTOSIIEH Yepenaxoi.

Ilocnme 3TUX CIOB CHOBAa HACTYyNUJIO IIPOJOKUTEIBHOE
MOJIYaHUE, IPEPHIBAEMOE OT MOPBI O BPEMEHU BO3IJIACOM:
Hkkpp! 1 pplgaHieM NoaaeIbHON YepenaxH.

Anuce O4YeHb XOTENOCh CKazaTh: «biarojmapro Bac 3a Ball
VHTEPECHBIM PACCKas3» U yUTH, HO OHA MPOJOJLKala CUIETh B
HAJEXK/I€ YCIIbIIIATh €ll1e YTO-HUOYb.

— Korgma mpl ObUIM ManieHbKHE, — Hadalla Tocie JOJTOro
MOJIYAHUS Yepernaxa, Tenepb HEMHOIO CIIOKOMHEE, XOTSA  BpeMs
OT BpPEMEHM  BCE-TaKM  OCTaHABJIMBAJIACh W HayMHAaja
pbIIaTh, — MBI XOAWIM B IIKOJy, B MOpE. YUHTENlb Hall OblLI
OYEHb CTapblii. Ml Ha3bIBAIM €r0 CYXOMYTHOM YEPEMaxoHu.

— Ilouemy 3xe, ecnu OH He OB CyXOMyTHOM uepenaxomn? —
cripocuia Anuca.
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— MBI Ha3bIBaJIM €TI0 TAK, HOTOMY YTO OH ABUTAJICS OYEHb
MEJIUIEHHO, — CEpAuTO OTBeThia yepenaxa. — Kakas Tl
oecronkoBas!

— Kak Te0e He cThiIHO 3ahaBaTh Takue BOMNPOCHI! —
npuoOaBui rpud, a TOTOM OHHU 00a CUAEIH HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHHU
MoNl4a W TJsAenu Ha OenHyro Anucy, KOTopas rotoBa Obuia
IIPOBAJIUTHCSA CKBO3b 3€MIIIO.

— Ilponmomxkait, crapymika! — ckazan HakoHen rpud. — He
LEJbIN e IeHb CMOTPETh HaM Ha Te0s!

— MBI XogunM B 1IIKONIY, B MOpE, — CHOBa Hadaja
yepenaxa, — XOTb Thl U HE BEPHUIIb ITOMY.

TyT oHa ncKOCa B3IIsHYIA HA AJIHACY.

— 5l Hukorma He roBopuia, YTO HE BEPIO, — BO3pa3miia
Anmuca.

— Her, roBopuna, — ckasana uepemnaxa.

— Ilpunepxu cBoi s3b140k! — mpubaBui rpud, npexnae

yeM Auuca ycrena BBIMOJIBUTH CIIOBO.
— MBI nmonyuunu  mpeKkpacHoe — oOpa3oBaHuE, «—
IIPOJI0JIKAa Yepernaxa, — U XOAWJIN B IIKOJIY KayKJIbIU JIEHb. ..

— 4 ToXe XOomWiia KaxIbld JE€Hb B WIKONy, — CKa3ajia
Annca, — Tbl HAIPACHO TaK TOPAMIILCS STUM.
— A ObutMm y Bac HeoOs3aTelbHbIE MPEAMEThI? — C

O€CIIOKOMCTBOM CITPOCHIIA Yeperaxa.
— Ja, Obun, — otBeTMia Anmca. — OpaHIy3CKUi SI3bIK U
My3bIKA.
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— U ctupka?

— Her, ctupku He Ob1710, — HETOAYs OTBETHIIa AJHca.

— Hy, 3Hauur TBOA IIKONMAa OBLIAa XYXKe, — CKazala,
00JIeTYeHHO B3I0XHYB, Yepenaxa.

— A MBI yUMJIUCh  (PPAHIy3CKOMY  SI3BIKY, MY3bIKE
U CTUPKE.

— A CKOJIbKO 4acCOB B JICHb Bbl YUWJIUCh? — CIIPOCHJIA
Amnmuca.

— B nmepBBIM  A€HB — AECATH, BO BTOPOH — JICBATH
UT. 1.

— Kak cTpaHHO! — cKka3ana Anuca. — 3HauuT
B OJIMHHAJIATHIN JIEHb Y Bac ObLT Mpa3HUK?

— KoneuHo, Tak, — 0TBeTHIIa Yepenaxa.

— A 4T10 ke OBbUIO B IBEHAAIATHIN?

— JIOBOJIBHO TOJIKOBATh 00 ypoKax, — cKazas rpud. —
Pacckaxu eif mydnie 4To-HuOy b PO UTPBHI.

X. Kanpuias omapos
Uepenaxa TyOOKO B3J0XHYJA, MpPOBEJIAa MEPENOHYATON

Janof Mo JMIy, B3IJIsIHyJa Ha AnMCy, pasuHyja pOT, HO HE
MOTJIa TPOU3HECTH HU CIIOBA; €€ AYLIUIH PhIIAHMS.

106



— Eii xak OyaTo momnana KOCTh B TOpio, — cKazai rpud u
CTajl BCTPSAXUBATh Yepenaxy U KOJOTUTH €€ MO CIIUHE.

HakoHenm oHa  HEMHOXXKO  YCHOKOWJIAch M Hayana
pacckas3blBaTh, HECMOTPS. Ha TO, YTO CJ€3bl TEKJIU y HEE W3
rJ1as.

— To1, nomkHO OBITH, penko ObIBaJla Ha JHE MOPCKOM?
— CIIPOCHJIA OHA Y AJIHCHI.

— Huxkorna He Obu1a, — OTBeTHIIA AJHca.

— W, MoxeT ObITh, Jake HUKOTJA HE OblIa MpejcTaBicHa
omapy?

— S pa3 ema omapa...—Hayaiga ObL10 Aumca, HO
CIIOXBATUJIACh U OBICTPO MPOTOBOPUIIA!
— Huxorna.

— 3HAUYUT Thl HE HMMEENIb MOHATHS O TOM, Kak KpacuBa
KaJpuib OMapoB!

— JlelicTBuTEIbHO, HE HMMEIO, — CKaszalma Anmca. — Kak
K€ €€ TAHILYIOT?
— Chavaia, — cka3zai rpud), — Bce CTAHOBSATCS Ha

MOPCKOM Oepery...

— CranoBsiTcsl B n1Ba psja, — IOpepBaja €ro yepenaxa, —
yepenaxu, TIOJIEHH, JIOCOCH M MHOTHME JPYTHe; 3aTeM, Koraa
OUYHUCTAT JOPOTy OT MEAy3, MOPCKUX 3BE€3Jl M UM IMOJI0OHBIX...

— Ha 4yT0, KOHEYHO, YXOAUT JOBOJBHO MHOTO BPEMEHH, —
no0aBwit rpud.
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— 3areM UIIyT [0 napaM, — BO30Y>KJIEHHO MPOTOBOPHIIA
yeperaxa.

— C omapamu 3a kaBajiepoB! — KpUKHYJ rpud.

— Pazymeercs, — ckazana uyepenaxa. — [loaxonst nBa
pa3a K CBOMM BH3aBH...

— MemnstoTcsa kaBajiepaMyd M BO3BPAILIAIOTCS Ha3al, —
no6aBwit rpud.

— IloToM KuAAIOT. .. — C *KapoM cKaszaja yeperaxa.

— OwmapoB! — BOCKIMKHYJ IpU(, BBICOKO MOANPHITHYB.

— Kak MoxHo nanbiie B Mope!

— [InbIBYT 32 HUMH! — IPOH3UTENIBHO 3aKpUyai rpud.

— TlepekyBbIpKUBarOTCS B MOpe! — BOCKJIMKHYJa
yepenaxa, BO30yKJICHHO TPhITasi 13 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— CHoBa MeHsII0TCA oMapaMu! — 3apeBen rpud.

— W BosBpamatorcss Ha Oeper: 310 mnepBas Qurypa, —
cKazajla yepemnaxa M rojioc ee BAPYT ymail.

O6a onu, u rpud, U yepenaxa, Bce BpeMs MpbIraBIIMe, KaKk
O0e3yMHBIC, CTadl TPYCTHBI M, YCEBIIWCh, MOJYA TIISAICTH Ha
Aunncy.

— DT0, JIO0KHO OBITh, OYEHb XOPOIICHBKUM TaHEll,
MTOMOJTYaB, HEPEIIUTEIHLHO MPOTOBOPIIIA AJTHCA.

— A xortenoch ObI TeO€ TOCMOTPETH Ha HETO? — CHpocuiIa
yepernaxa.

— Jla, MHE 04eHb XOTENIOCh Obl, — OTBETHJIa AJTCa.
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— Ilporanuyem mnepByro ¢urypy, — ckazaiga uepernaxa
rpudy. — MoxxHO 000HTHCH 1 6€3 OMapoB. A KTO Oy/€T MeTh?

— Tloit  TbI,—ckazan Tpud,—s 3abbu1  crnoBa. OHU
HaYaJId TaHIIEBaTh KPYroM AJIMCHI, TO W JEJIO HACTymas €l Ha
HOTH, BBIOMBAs TaKT MEPEIHUMHU JlallaMH, a dyepernaxa 3aresa
MEJJICHHO U TPYCTHO:

— «YT0 XK ThI, yTuTKa? — pHIOKA CKa3aia,

Hawm He romuTcs Tak OTCTaBaTh.

K mopro naBHO yxe Bce coopanucs, CKydHO

UM OyJZIeT JOJTO HAC K AaTh. XOYeIllb, HE

XOYelllb, XOUelllh, HE XOUEIllb, XO0UEIlb ThI C

HaMU MOTAHIIEBAThH?

AX, Kak pUATHO, Koraa Hac ObicTpo C

Oepera B Mope OyayT OpocaTs!...»

— «beper nanexo, — THX0 1 poOKO

Crana ynuTka ppIOKe IenTarh, —

Her, He xouy s, HET, He xenato, Her,

s He OyJly TaMm TaHIIEBaTh!»

— «beper yx 01u3K0, — pbIOKa CKa3aa, —

ThI HE ycrieenb, KpOIKa, yCTaTh. ..

Jla He OneHel xe U He IPOXKU Tak,

UTto T€Ost MOKET TaM UCITyTaTh?

Xodellb, He XOYeIllb, X0UeIITb, HE XOUCIITh,
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Xouelrb Thl C HAMU TOTAHIIEBATH? . .. »

— bnarogapro Bac, 3TO MpeKpaCHbIl U1 UHTEPECHBIN TaHELl,
— ckKazanma Audca, OYE€Hb JIOBOJIbHAs, YTO OH HAKOHENl
KOHUYMJICS. — MHe B OCOOCHHOCTH TOHpaBWJIach MECEHKa O
MEpJIIaHe.

— MepiiaHOB BaM KOHEYHO CIIy4aJloChb BHUAETb? —
CIIpOCHJIa Yeperaxa.

— [Mla, 1 yacto Bugena ux Ha 00... — orBeTmina Anuca. OHa
9yTh OBLIO HE CKa3aja «Ha 00e1ax», HO BOBPEMSI OCTaHOBUJIACH.

— MHrak, BBl 4acTo MX BHJEIH, — MPOAOIIKAIa yepernaxa,
— ¥ OTJIMYHO 3HAETE, HA YTO OHU TTOXOXKHU.

— [loxanyii, — 3agymMunBO cKa3zajia AJmca, — MepJaHsbl,
0-MOEMY, JepKaT XBOCT BO pPTy U OBIBAIOT MOKPHITHI
CyXapHKaMH, TO €CTb OHM Y HUX Ha CIIMHKaX.

— Bp1 ommbaerech, — ckazania yepenaxa, — CyXapHuKOB Ha
HUX HeT. Benp cyxapuku ObLIM Obl CMBITBI MOPCKUMU BOJTHAMH,
HO XBOCThl BO PTY OHHU JIEHCTBUTENIBHO JEp>KaT U TOTOMY...
— yepenaxa BJApPYr 3€BHYyJa W 3aKpblia riasza. — Pacckaxu
JKe e, MoYeMy OHHM 3TO JISTAl0T, PACCKaXH MOapoOHO 000 BCeM,
— CKa3zaja oHa rpudy.

— OHu gepkatr XBOCT BO PTY, — MOACHWI Tpud), — 4TOOBI
isicatb ¢ oMapamu. Bot u BeIOpocuiu ux B MOpe, BOT U yHajiu
OHM JAJIEKO, OMHCaB IYTy IO BO3AYyXY, BOT U 3a)Xalld OHHU
KPEMKO-HAKPENKO XBOCT BO PTy, BOT W TPYAHO UM
ObIBa€T €ro BBIMYCTUTh... BoT u Bce!
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W nosonbHO! — ckazan rpud, — a Tenepb pacCKaXu HaM 4YTo-
HUOYAb U3 CBOUX MPUKITIOYCHHI.

— S Mory pacckasarb TOJBKO T€ NPUKIIOUEHUS, KaKUE CO
MHOU ceroans, — oTBeTusia Anuca. — [Ipo To, 4To OBLIO BUEpa,
pacckasblBaTh HEYEro, MOTOMY 4YTO Torja si Obula COBCEM
pyrasi.

— OOBsICHU 3TO, — CKa3aJla uepernaxa.

— Her, Her, cHauana npUKIIOYEHUsA! — HETEPIEINBO
BOCKJIIMKHYT Tpudp. — C 3TUMU OOBACHEHUAMH MPONACT
CJIMILIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH.

Wrak, Anuca Hayana paccka3bplBaTh BC€, YTO OBLIO C HEH C
TeX MOp, KaK OHAa B MEpBbIA pa3 yBUaena Oeloro KpoJiMKa.
Yepenaxa u rpud ycenuch Tak OJIM3KO OT HEE M TaK LIMPOKO
OTKpBIBAIM IJa3a W PThl, YTO CHayana €l ObUIO HEMHOKKO
CTpAallIHO; HO Yepe3 HECKOJbKO BPEMEHHM OHa 000puiach U
nepecraia oopamarbk Ha 3To0 BHUMaHue. ClymaTenau CIOKOMHO
€l BHUMaJy, II0Ka OHA HE JI0IIa IO TOIO0 MECTa B paccKase, I'lie
OHa HaMepeBajach CKas3aTb 4epBAKy « bl yxke crap, Mou
oTen!», a y Hee BCe CJIOBA BBILLINA JPYTUMH.

— VYauButenbHo! — BOCKIMKHYN Tpud, KOrza oOHa
KOHYMJIA.

— VYauButenbHo! — moOBTOpMJIA uepenaxa U TIIyOOKO
B3JIOXHYJIA.

— Bce pemmrensHO BBIILIO MO-ApPYroMy! — MOBTOpHIIA
yepenaxa. — MHe Tak xodercs ee mnociaymarb! Ckaxu e
NOBTOPUTH €Ill€ YTO-HUOYIb, — U OHa B3IJIsIHYJa Ha rpuda,

TOYHO C YBCPCHHOCTBIO, YTO BJIIMAHHUEC €TI0 BCCMOTYIIIC.
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— Bcranp m ckaxum HaMm Bcayx: «Bor romoc ynutkmy»,
— cKazaJn rpu¢ ¢ paccTaHOBKOIA.

— Kak oHM ymMeroT KoMaHJ0BaTh MHOKO U 3aCTaBIISITh MEHS
noBTOPATh ypoku. [loxkamyil ObLIO OBl JIydllle OYYTUTHCA B
LIKOJIE.

Anuca Bce-Takd BCTaJla M Hadajlla YUTaTh HAU3yCTh, HO
rojoBa ee ObUIa O TOrO0 TOJHA KaJpUIBI0 OMapoB, UTO
roBopuja OHa KAakK-TO O€CCO3HAaTEIbHO W CJIOBA BBIXOAMIIU
OYCHb CTPaHHBIE:

Uy! rosoc omapa no6eHO 3BYUHT:

«41, netn, nomkapeH. [lyckait moacinacTur

Kyxapka MeHs1 cBO€il UeCTHOM pyKOiD».

OMap KyBBIPKOM MOKaTUIICS ¢ BoJIHOM! Bo

BpEMsI OTIIMBA OH rOpJI0 TUIBIBET, AKYJ HE

ooutcs, cMesCh, UX 30BET,

C npuinBOM aKyJia Ha 6eper cremuT, A

roJIOC OMapa yYHbUIO IPOXKHUT!...

— Crux# 3TH TOBOPUJIUCH COBCEM MHAYE B MOE€ JETCTBO, —
ckazal rpud.

— W s Huyero mnomoOHOrO HE crbIXxaja, — 3aMeTHIIa
nojJieJbHas yepernaxa, — U, I0-MOeMY, 3TO HabOp CJIOB.

Anuca wmonyana. 3aKpblB JMUO pPyKaMH, OHA, CHIA Ha
3emile, pa3ayMblBajla O TOM, IIOMAET JIM BCE OISATh
€CTECTBEHHBIM ITyTEM B €€ KU3HHU.
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— Cruxu 311 TpeOyOT 00BSICHEHHUS, — CKa3ajla yepenaxa.

— Her, oHa 00BsACHUTBH UX HE MOXKET, — TOPOILJIMBO CKa3all
rpud, — mnpomomxkail! Msl xmem Bropyilo cTpody. Ona
HAYMHAETCS CIOBAMHU: « Sl e’ MUMO cajay.

Anuca He mocMena OCIyIIaThCs, XOTS YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
BCE€ OMATh OyJeT HEBEPHO. [[poxanium rojiocoM oHa Havdana:

S wen mumo caga. Mot 30pKuii ria3ok

VYBunen nantepy. OHa TUPOKOK

C coBoii 3aeaeT 1 ApyKHO aenutT. 1

Ta, U Jpyras [JI0TaTh HE CIEIINT.

[TanTepa HaUMHKY U coyc B3sia, CoBa

0TI 10-TTOKKY cebe coeperia.

BopkHyna nanrepa... U COByIIKa €1

JlaeT HOK ¥ BUJIKY, KaK MOKHO CKOPEl.

— boxe! Kak Bce 310 1uko! — B3BHU3IrHYJIA yepenaxa.

— He nyume nu npekpatutbh BOBpeMs, — cKazall rpud, —
U TpOTaHUEBaTh BTOPYIO QUIYpYy KaIpwid OMapoB, WIIH,
MOXET ObITh, T€OE OOJIBIIE XOUeTCs, YTOOBI Yepernaxa mporesa
enie OAHYy NMECEHKY?

— Mla, s1 oueHs xenana Obl MOCTYyUIaTh MEHUE uepenaxu! —
cKaszana AJrca ¢ TakKuM >KapoM, YTO TPU( HEMHOKKO OOMIEIICA.
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— Hy, cnoii et «Cyn u3 yepenaxuw», crapymkal —
CKa3aJ OH.

UYepemaxa rayOOKO  B3JOXHYJa W MPEPHIBAIOIIMMCS
OT PBLAAHNN T'OJIOCOM 3amena:

O, wynnsiii cyn! O, cyn u3 yepenaxu! Uro

MOET OBITh IPEKPACHEE €r0?

KTo yxe cpIT, 1 TOT moecTs 3axoyeT, JIump

TOJIbKO MEJIBKOM B3IJISIHET Ha HeTo. O, uy-y-

IHBIN Cy-y-T1!

O, uy-y-nHbli cy-y-1!

O, uynnsiii cyn! Huuro ¢ HuM He cpaBHUTCa! Huuem

HEJIb351 HaM 3aMEHHUTH €ro!

YT00 BBOJIIO 3TUM CYTIOM HaclaauThes, KTo

C paZoCThIO HE OTJa OBl BCEro?

O, 4y-y-nHbll cy-y-11!

O, uy-y-nHbll Cy-y-11!

— Xop mnoBTopsier! — BockimkHyn rpud. Ho Tompko uto
Hayaja 4epenaxa MHNOBTOPATHh IMOCIEIHUE CTPOKH, KakK BAAIU
NOCJIBIIIAJICS KPUK:

— Cyn navascst!

— Wnem! — xpukHyn rpud u, cxBatuB AJHCY 3a PYKY,
OBICTPO TIOOEKAII, HE JOXKUAASICh KOHIIA TIECHHU.

— Kakoii aTo cyn? — 3agsixasch cupocuia Anuca.

— UWnem! — cHoBa kpukHy rpud.

114



Onu moGexanu erie ObICTpee, a C BETPOM JOHOCUITUCH 0
HUX Bce clladee U ciabee cIoBa rpyCTHOM MECHHU:

O, uy-y-nHbli cy-y-!

O, uy-y-nHbli cy-y-!

X I « Kr0 yrammia nupoxku?

Koposib u koponeBa cujenu Ha TpoHE B OOJBIION 3aje;
BCEBO3MOJKHBIE NTUYKA M 3BEPbKH OKpYXKajlu HUX; TyT ObLia
TaK)Ke TOJIHAsA KoyioAa KapT. UepBOHHBIN BaJleT, B LEMNsAX, ObLI
101 KOHBOEM JBYX cosifaT. OKOJI0 KOPOJIsl CTOSUT OEJIbIil KpOJIMK
¢ TpyOOli B OJHOM JIalKe M CBEPTKOM IE€praMeHTa B IpYTOu.

[locpenune crostm  cronm ¢ OnOAOM  MIHPOXKOB. U
OHM Ka3aJIMCh TaKUMH BKYCHBIMH, YTO AJIMCE 3aXOTEJIOCh €CTh,
KaK TOJIbKO OHa B3IVISIHYJIA HA HUX.

«Xopomuio, eciau Obl MOCKOpee KOHYWICA CyA, — MOoJayMala
OHa, — W HaC YTOCTWJIM MUPOKKAMM.

Ho no-BupuMomy Hazexnapl Ha 3TO He ObuIo, U Asnca OT
HEYEeTo JeJIaTh CTajga OCMAaTPUBATHCS 110 CTOPOHAM.

Omna HHMKOT1a He ObIBaJIa B CyJI€, HO UATajia PO HETO.

«9TO0  Cymbs» — HMOAyMajla OHa, TIJA4d Ha  CTOJL, 3a
KOTOPBIM CHJIEJT BaXXHO KOpPOJIb, — MOTOMY YTO OH
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B napuke".

Cynpeil Obul, JEHCTBUTENBHO, caM Kopoiab. Ha HeM ObLI
HAJIET MApHK, MOBEPX Mapuka Obliia elie KOPoHa. ITO BBHIXOIHIIO
Y HEKPACUBO, U HEYJOOHO.

«BoT 3TO cKambsi TPUCHKHBIX, — MPOJOJDKANA TyMaThb
Anrca, — a 3TH JBEHaANaTh CO3JaHUK (OHA JOKHA ObLIa
CKazaTh ,,CO3/JaHUI, MOTOMY YTO TYT OBUIM U 3BEpPbKHU, U
OTUIBI), JOHKHO OBITh, NPUCSHKHBIE 3aceaTelH, KOTOpbIe
pemar, Hy»KHO JIM Haka3aTb WIM HeT noacyaumoro». W ona
ropio  orjsienach  KpPyroM,  BIIOJHE  YBEpPEHHasl, YTo
HEMHOTHE JIEBOYKH €€ JIET 3HAIOT CTOJIBKO MPO CY/I.

JIBeHaALaTh TMPUCSHKHBIX  4YTO-TO  YCEpAHO THCAIU Ha
ACTIMJIHBIX JOCKAaX.

— UYro 3T0 OHM NMIIYT? — IIENOTOM crpocuiia Anuca y
rpudona. — MM eme Hedyero 3amuchiBaTh, MOTOMY UTO CYyJ
HE Hayascs.

— OHHK 3anuChIBAIOT CBOM HMEHA, — IIENHYJ IpudoH. —
Onu OosiTcss, 4YTO 3a0yayT UX NPEkKIe, YeM KOHUYUTCA
pa3oupaTesbCTBO JIea.

— UYro 3a mynoctu! — rpoMKo U ¢ HErOI0BaHUEM cKa3zaja
Anmmca, HO ceWYyac K€ OCTAaHOBHJIACh, TaK KakK OEbIi
KPOJIMK 3allliKaji, a KOpOJb Haaeld OYKH WU CTall TPEBOKHO
OCMAaTpPUBATHCS MO CTOPOHAM, YTOOBI Y3HATh, KTO OCMEIHIICS
3aroBOPUTD.

Anuca Bujaena, 4YTO BCE MPHUCSDKHbIE NHUIIYT Ha CBOMX
rpudensHpix gockax: «Kakume riynmoctu!» U gaxke
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3aMETUJIa, YTO OJIMH U3 HUX HE 3HAET, KaK HalKcaTh CIIOBO
«TJIYTIOCTU» U CIIPOCHJIT Y COCENA.

«Ha mockax Oyner ykacHas IMyTaHMIIA, TTOKa CyJl KOHYUTCS ! »
— noayMaiia Anuca.

Y wmanenbkoro bumns — smepuna buie Toxke ObUT B
qHclie TPHUCSDKHBIX — CKpumen rpudensb. Anuca HE Mora
BbIHECTH 3TOro. OHa mojonuia Kk buumo, crana c3aayd HEro W,
BOCIIOJIb30BABIIUCH MEPBLIM YJOOHBIM CIydaeM, BbIXBaTWia Y
Hero rpudens. OHa caenana 3TO TaK OBICTPO, YTO OCTHBIM
MaJeHbKUM Buiib He MOT MOHATH, KyJa JeBaycs €ro rpuders.
[TouckaB ero, oH ObUT MPUHYXKJEH MHCATh BO BCE OCTAJIBHOE
BpeMsl MaJbIEM, M3 YEro, KOHEYHO, HE BBIXOAWIO TOJKY,
IOTOMY 4YTO Ha JIOCKE HE OCTaBajOCh HUKAKUX CJIEJIOB.

— Teponbn, mnpouwTaiite oOBMHEHHME! — TpOU3HEC
MOBEJIUTEIBHO KOPOJIb.

benblii Kponauk MPUIOKWI KO PTy TPYyOKy, TpU pasa
npoTpyOuUI U, pa3BEPHYB CBEPTOK MEPraMeHTa, IPOYUTAI:

Koposnesa uepseit ucneknna nupoxku 1

Ha CTOJI OJIOKHIIA UX BCE,

A 4epBOHHBIN BaJIeT yTalui ux K cedoe 1

HE MOT'YT HalTH UX HUTIE!

— Hy, xak cuumraere, BuHOBaT OH WM Her? Cnemure ¢
MPUTOBOPOM! — CHPOCUII M TOBEJeN KOpOJib, O0pamasch K
MPUCSKHBIM.
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— Her, Her, eme paHo mnpuroBapuBaTh! — MOCHENINI
BMemaTbcs Oenbiii kKposmk. — (CHadajga HYKHO JOTPOCUTH
CBUJCTEIICH.

— Ilo3oBUTE mEpBOTO CBUAETENSA! — CKazal KOpOJb H
KPOJIUK TPUKJbI IPOTPYOUII, BHI3bIBAsI IEPBOTO CBUIECTEIS.

[TepBbIiM CBHUJICTEIIEM OoKazaJics nursmoynuk. OH
MoJOIIeN, JepKa B OJHOM pyKe YallkKy C 4Yaem, B APYroi
— JIOMOTB XJe0a ¢ MacJoM.

— Ilpoiry u3BHHEHHUs, Ballle BEIWYECTBO! — CcKaszaja OH. —
S 3axBaTtui ¢ coOOH ey, MOTOMY UTO €Il¢ He KOHYMJI MTUTh Yaid,
KOTJ1a 32 MHOM IIPHUCTIaJIH.

— Caenosano KOHYHMTH, — 3aMETHII KOpoJib. — A
KOrJa >Ke€ Bbl Hauaau?

[I1smoYHUK TOTJISIACT Ha MapTOBCKOIO 3aidlia, KOTOPBIi
CTOSLJI OKOJIO HETO TOJ PYYKY C CYPKOM.

— Kaxercs, yeTblpHaAIATOTO MapTa, — CKas3aj OH.

— Her, naTHaanaToro, — BO3pa3uji MApTOBCKUIA 3as1l.

— A mo-moemy HIeCTHAIIaToro, — CKasall CypoK.

— 3anummuTre 3T0, — CKazajl KOpOJib MPUCSKHBIM M Te
TOPOIUIMBO 3allUCaiM BCE€ TPU UHUCIA, CIOXHIM UX U
MOJIUCATIN CYMMY.

— CHumuTe Bamly nuisy! — ckasan HUISIIOYHUKY KOPOJb.

— Omna He MOSI, — OTBETWJI IUISATIOYHHK.
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— 3HauuT, NUIANa yKpajeHa! — BOCKJIMKHYJ KOPOIIb,
00CpHYBIIUCH K MPHUCSHKHBIM, KOTOPBIE TOTYAC JKE 3alKcalid Ha
CBOMX JIOCKAaX, UTO MUISIIA YKpPaJICHa.

— S mpomaro  NUIAIBI, — MOSCHWI — NUISITIOYHUK, — a
0COOEHHO 117151 ce0s1 y MEHSI HET HU OJJHOW. S MIISTIOYHHUK.

Tyr koposieBa Haaela OYKM M CTaja TakK IPHCTAILHO
CMOTpPETh Ha  [UIAMOYHWKA, YTO  TOT  IOOJICAHEN H
OECIIOKOMHO 3aBepTeCs.

— Uro BBl 3HaeTe MO 3TOMY JeNy? — CIPOCHI KOPOJIb.
— Jla He BepTUTECh TaK, a HE TO s BEJIIO BAaC Ka3HUTH TYT XKe Ha
Mmecre!

CnoBa »3TH, TO-BUAMMOMY, HHCKOJBKO HE 000apmin
ceugerens. OH TepecTymal ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY, TPEBOXHO
B3IJIS/IBIBA]T HA KOPOJIEBY M OBUT JI0 TOTO CMYIIEH, YTO
OTKYCHJI KyCOK YaIllKi BMECTO XJieba ¢ MaclioMm.

B Ty wMuHyry AJmca BApyr TOYYBCTBOBaJIA YTO- TO
CTpaHHOE W CHauaja HE MOIJIa TIOHATh, YTO 3TO Takoe. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO ~MHMHYT OHa, OJHAaKO, TIOHsJIa, YTO HAYMHACT
pactin. CHayama OHa XoTejda BCTaTb W YHTH, HO TIOTOM
nepeayMaia ¥ permia OCTaThCs B 3aje 0 TeX IMOop, MoKa ee
roJIOBa HE MOTHUMETCS OJIU3KO K MOTOJIKY.

— BBl MeHs TpUTHCHYIM K CTE€HE, — CKa3all CYpOK,
CUJICBIINU pAIOM C HEW. — S 3a11pIxaroch!
— DOTO HE MOs BHUHA, — KPOTKO OTBeTwiaa Aunuca, — s

pacTy.
— BpsI He cMeeTe pacTu 31ech! — cKaszan Cypok.
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— He TOBOPH rIynocTen! — oTBeTHIa cMelee
Anuca. — BeJib U ThI pacTellb.

— Jla, HO s pacTy, HO 5 pacTy — CKas3ajl CypOK —
ITIOHEMHOTY, a HE TaK JIUKO, KaK BBI.

W, nagyBIIMCh, OH BCTAJNl W MOIIET UCKaTh cede Apyroe
MECTO.

Koponesa Bce eme He cmyckana ria3 co LUIAINIOYHUKA.
Bapyr ona kpuknyna:

— IlpuHecTn MHE CHMCOK BCEX, KTO II€JI B IMOCJIEAHEM
KOHLIEPTE.

VYcnbIXxaB 3TO, HECUACTHBIM LUIANOYHUK 3aJPOXKAI U TaK
3aTpsACCs, YTO C HErO CBAJIMIIUCH 00a Oarimaka.

— T'oBoputre ke, 4TO BBl 3HAETE€ IO 3TOMY JENy, — C
J0CaZioil MOBTOPHJI KOPOJb, — & HE TO s BEJIIO0 Ka3HUThH Bac!
Bce paBhHo, Oynere nu Bbl BEpTEThCS WM HET — HE
OMOKeET!

— 5] OenHbI 4YeNoOBEK, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — JIPOKALIUM
roJIOCOM Hayajl LUANOYHUK, — MU I HadaJl M[UTh 4Yai C
HEJICJII0 TOMY Ha3aJ WIM OKOJIO TOTO... W JIOMTHK XJjieba craj
TAKOW TOHEHBKHH... U TIOTOM 3aCBEPKAJIO. ..

— Yro 3acBepkano? — Cpocui KOpoJlb.

— DOTO HaA4YaJloCh BMECTE C YaeM, — OTBETWJ LUISAMNOYHUK.
— S1... OeHBINA YeNOBEK, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO... © MHOTOE ITOTOM
CBEpKaJIO — TOJIBKO MapTOBCKUH 3asi1] TOBOPUII. ..
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— S Huyero He TOBOpWJ, — TOPOIUIMBO IIpEpBaj €ro
MapTOBCKHUU 3asiLl.

— Her, roBopui, — cka3zai LUISIIIOYHHUK.

— Her, He roBopui1! — BOCKJIMKHYJI MapTOBCKUH 3as1I.

— Hy, ocraBum 310, — cKazanx Kopoiab. — YTo ke
nanplie?
— Tak, BO BCSIKOM ciaydae, CYpPOK TOBOpHJ, — CKa3al

NUBIIOYHUK, TPEBOXKHO  ONIIABIBAsICb IO CTOPOHAM M
omacaschb, YTO CypOK TOXe€ OTpeyeTrcs OT cBoux cioB. Ho on
HU OT Y€T0 HE OTPEKCS, IOTOMY YTO KPENKO CIIall.

— Ilocne 3TOT0, — IPOJOJIKAI HNUIANIOYHUK, — S
oTpe3a JIOMOTh XJieba, HaMasall ero MACIIOM. ..

— A 4TO K€ CKazal CYpOK? — CIPOCHJ  OJUH W3
IPUCSKHBIX.

— OTOro s He MOTry IPUIOMHUTH, — OTBETHJI LUISIOYHUK.

— Ho BBI JOJKHBI IPUITIOMHUTB, — CKa3aJl CEPAUTO KOPOJIb,
yaapss KyJakoM 1o ctoiry. — MHave Oyzaenib ka3HeH!

HecyacTHbIl NUIAMNOYHUK BBIPOHWII YAIIKy C YaeM U XJebd ¢
MacJIOM U OITyCTHJICSI HA KOJICHH.

— S GenHbBIN YEI0BEK, BAIlle BEINUECTBO! — CKa3aj OH.

— W paneko He KpacHOPEUMBBIM, HUYTOXKHBIA OpaTop!
— 100aBWII KOPOJIb.

TyT oHa 'BUHENCKas CBUHKA 3apYKOIUIECKAJIA, HO €€ cernyac
xe mpuBenu K nopsaky. (Hago Bam oObsicHUTH
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KaK »3TO JeJlaeTcsi: OHM 3aCyHYJM MOPCKYIO CBUHKY B
OOJIBIIION MapyCUHOBBIM MEIIOK, BHHM3 TOJOBOIO, M CEIU Ha
MEIIIOK.)

— ¥ oyeHp paga, 4YTO MHE YOAIOCh 3TO BUAETh, —
noaymana Anuca.— I[Ipuxogunock yuTaTh B Tra3erax:
«cnemana  Obula  TOMBITKA — BBIPa3uTh  0J00peHue, HO
cyneoHast HOJIULINS MOCHEIINIa MIPUBECTH ux K
nopsziky». Tenepb s Oyny 3HaTh, YTO 3TO 3HAUMT.

— Croli TBEpHO Ha CBOEM IMOKA3aHUM, €CIA Thl B HEM
YBEPEH, — MPOAOIIKAI KOPOJIb.

— Tpynano, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — BO3pa3U
HNUISITOYHUK, — BEb 5 YK CTOIO Ha Moury!

Tyt npyrags Mopckas CBUHKa BIPYr 3apyKOIUIECKAa U
ObLJ1a «IIPUBEJIEHA K TOPSIIKY».

«C MOpPCKMMHM CBUHKAMM JI€JO KOHYEHO, — T[oaymania
Anuca, — BO3MOXHO, 4TO CaMoO JI€JI0 TEIEPhb NOMIET KUBEEY.
— Mory s Tenepp YWTH W HalMUTbCA 4Yarw? — CIPOCHI

LUIANOYHUK, TPEBOXXHO TIUISAAA Ha KOPOJIEBY, KOTOpas yuraia
CIIMCOK Y4aCTBOBABIIMUX B KOHILIEPTE MEBIOB.

— Moxere uaTH, — CKa3aJl KOpOJb, U LUISIIOYHHUK TaK
CTPEMUTENILHO OPOCHWIICS M3 3ajia, YTO JaKE€ HE YCIeNl HaJleTh
OalIMaku.

— Kazuuts ero! — KpHKHyJa KOpOJ€Ba, HO MNUISIIOYHUK
YK€ UCUYE3 U €T0 HE MOTJIM HAWTH.

— Ilo3BaThk BTOPOTO CBUAETENS! — CKa3ai1 KOpOJib.
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Oxkaszanoch, 4TO 3TO HE CBUIETENb, & CBHUJETEIbHULA —
reproruHiHa kyxapka. OHa Jepxajga B pyKe KOpPOOKy C
nepueM. AJmca TOT4ac K€ Jorajaiach, 4YTo B KOpoOKe mepell,
NOTOMY 4YTO, KaK TOJBKO KyXapKa BOIILIA, BCE CUAEBIIUE OKOJIO
JBEpU MPUHSIIUCH YNXATh.

— Yo BBI 3HaETE MO ATOMY JeNly? — CIPOCHI KOPOJTb.

— He xouy orBeuarb, — ckazana Kyxapka. Koponb ¢
OECIOKOWCTBOM B3IVISIHYJ Ha O€loro KpoJuKa, KOTOPBIA
NOCHENIWI HIENHYTh €My Ha yXO:

— BBl J0JDKHBI 3aCTaBUTh CBUACTEIBHUILY CKa3aTh, Ballle
BEJINYECTBO, BCE, UTO OHA 3HAET.

— JlomkeH, Tak JOMKEH, — IPYCTHO MPOrOBOPHII KOPOJIb.
OH CKpecTun pYKM U, HAXMYPHUBIIHCH TakK, 4TO TIJla3a €ro
NPEBPATUIIUCh B KPOLIECYHBIE WIEJIOYKH, YCTPEMHJI HMX Ha
KyXapKy U CIIPOCHUJI TITyXUM HU3KUM TOJIOCOM:

— U3 gero penaroTcs ClIaikue MUPOKKU?

— I'maBHBIM 00pa3oM u3 nepua, — OTBETUJIA KyXapKa.

— W3 natoku, — nporoBopui c3a1 HEe COHHBIN TOJOC.

— CxBatuTe MOCKOpee 3a IMIHMBOPOT JTOro cypkal —
MPOH3UTENIBHO 3aKpHuyalia KopoJieBa. — Tamure ero orcronal
3auem BmemuBaetcs! Yoepure ero! Otpyoure emy ycsi!

Ilonnsnace crpamHas cymaroxa. HecuactHoro cypka
TepeOWJIM W TallWJId B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, a KOTJa €ro,
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HAKOHEL, BBITHAJIM M BCE YCEIHCh Ha CBOM MECTA, OKA3aJoCh,
YTO KyXapKa ucyesJa.

— He 6ena! — Beceno ckaszasl KOpoiab, KOTOPOMY 3TO ObLIO,
NOBUAMMOMY, O4YeHb npusTHO. — Ilo3BaTh creayroero
cBUJETENsI! — M HarHyBIIHCh K KOPOJIEBE, OH TUXO MPUOABUII:
— Ts1, moporasi, TOOPOCUIIb CIEIYIOLIErO CBUIETENS; Y MEHS
OT BCET0 3TOTr0 I0JIOBA KPYKUTCS!

benblit KpoauK cTan mpocMaTpuBaTh CIUCOK CBUACTENCH.

«Koro-to oH BbI30BET Tenepb? — aymana Aunmca. — OT
MEPBBIX JIBYX CBUCTENICH HEJb3sl ObUIO Y3HATH HUUETOY.

IIpencraBbre xe cebe ee M3ymileHHE, Korja Oesblil KpoJIuK
3aKprvaj IPOH3UTEIbHBIM FOJIOCOM:

— Anmcal

XI I . Ilokazanue AJINCHI

— 3necs! — kpukHyna Anuca U COBCEM 3a0bIB, KakKOu
OOJBINIONM OHA BBIpOCIA C TEX MOp, Kak MpUIIa CIJa, OHA
TOPOILUIMBO BCKOYMJIA C MeECTa, NPUYEM 3aJelia 32 CKaMbIO
npucsKHbIX. CKaMbsi OMPOKUHYJIACh, U MPUCSKHBIE YMAIX Ha
TOJIOBBI CHJISAIIEH BHU3Y ITyOJIHKE.
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Henenro TomMy Hazang Ajuca HEYasHHO ONPOKHHYJA
aKkBapuyM C 30JIOTBIMH pPbIOKaMH, M OapaxTaBIIMECsS Ha
N0JIy IPUCSKHBIE KUBO HATIOMHMIIN €M 3TUX PBHIOOK.

— H3BuHMTE, MOXKaMylcTal — C UCIIYTOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA
Y Hadajla TOPOIUIMBO NOJHUMATh NPUCSHKHBIX. BN Kas3anocs,
YTO Kak YMHUpPAIOT pPBIOKH, €CIM HX JOJIO HE OMYCTHUTH B
BOAY, TAaK YMPYT U MPUCSKHBIE, €CJIM OHA HE MOCAAUT MX Kak
MO>KHO CKOpEE Ha CKaMBbIO.

— [ompoc cBuuperenen, — cka3zal KOpPOJIb, — HE MOXKET
HA4aTbcsa J0 TeX IOp, MOKa NPUCSKHBIE HE OyAyT CUIETh Ha
CBOMX MECTaX, — BCE M KaK CIIeAyeT, — C ylapeHHeM NpuOaBuil
OH, CTPOTO B3IJISIHYB Ha AJIHCY.

Ona mocMoTpena Ha CKaMblO NPHUCSHKHBIX. OKa3anoch, 4ToO
BTOPOISIX OHA TocTaBuiaa OeqHOro ManeHbkoro bums-
AIEpULy ToJIoBOM BHH3. OH HUKAaK HE MOT IIEPEBEPHYTHCS U
ITPYCTHO TIOMaxMBaJl XBOCTHKOM. AJjmca cXBaTWiIa €ro u
IIOCKOpEe MEepEBEPHYIA.

Koraa npucspkHble HEMHOXKKO OINOMHUJIMCH IOCJE CBOETO
najieHuss U UM Jaldd WX acHuAHbIe JOCKH U TpU(ENH, OHU
NPUHSIUCH yCEPIHO 3aMuChIBATh TOJIBKO  4YTO
CIIyYMBLIEECS C HUMH HENpUsATHOE mpouciectsre. OauH JUlb
bunie Bee ellle HUKak HE MOT NMPUATH B ce0s U, pasuHYB pOT,
1] B TIOTOJIOK.

— YrT0 BBI 3HAETE MO ATOMY AETY? — CHPOCHIT KOPOJIb.

— Hwuuero, — oTBetunia Anuca.

— PemmTenbHo HUYEro? — HacTauBaj KOpOJib.

— PemurensHo HUUETO.
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— OTO  OYeHb  BaXXHO, — CKa3ajd, OOpaTUBIIMCH K
MPUCSKHBIM, KOPOJIb.

OHHU yXe HavyaJli 3alUChIBaTh 3TO Ha CBOMX JIOCKaX, KOrja
BMeIIayics O€JIbI KPOJIUK.

— BBbI, 10KHO OBITH, XOTENU CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO HEBAXKHO,

Ballle BEJIMYECTBO? — IIPOTOBOPUIT OH

MOYTUTEIHHO, HO HAXMYPUBILIUCH U JI€JIasi TPUMACCHI.

— Jla, KOHE4YHO, s XOTeNn CKa3aTh «HEBAXKHO», —
COTJIaCUJICSI KOPOJIb U HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOBTOPHII BIOJITOJIOCA: —

BAXXHO, HEBAXHO, Ba)XXHO, HEBaXHO, — Kak OyITO
MPUCIYIIUBAACh M CTApPAsCh PEIIUTh, KAKOE CIOBO 3BYYHUT
Jyquie.

Hekoropeie npucskHble HaUMCAIM «BaXXHO», a APYrue
«HEBaXHO». AllMca BHUJENAa 3TO, TaK Kak CTOsuia OJM3KO OT
Hux. «Ho pa3Be He Bce paBHO, 4YTO Obl OHM HHM Hamucaau!y —
noaymajia oHa. Bapyr kopoiib, TOPOIUIMBO NMUCABLIMKA YTO-TO B
OOJBIIION, IEPETUIETEHHON TETPaId, KPUKHYII:

— Twume!

U cpenu rimy0oKo#M TUIIMHBI IPOYUTAT U3 CBOEH TETPAIH:

— IlpaBuiio 42-¢ «Te, kTo OoJiee BEpPCTHI POCTOM,
YAQISIOTCS U3 3aCENaHus Cyaan.

Bce ToTuac e B3risiHynu Ha Anucy.

— Bo mHe Het BepcThl, — cKa3aia OHa.

— Her, ecTb, — BO3pa3ui1 KOPOJIb.

— B tebe moutu aBe BepCThI, — MpUOaBUIa KOPOJIEBa.
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— Xopor1io, HO 51 Bce-TaKM HE JBUHYCh! — ckasana Ajmca,
— Ja W CcaMO TPaBWJIO HEBEPHOE: BBl TOJBKO HYTO €ro
npuaymanu!

— Dra camoe JIpeBHEE MPaBUJIO B ATOM KHUTE — BO3Pa3MII
KOPOJTb.

— B TakoM ciyyae OHO JOJKHO CTOSITH IEPBHIM HOMEPOM,
— cKkazajia Ajmca.

Koponb mocnemun 3axJI0MHyTh CBOIO 3alMCHYIO KHHTY.
[Ipu »TOM OH BeCch OOJIETHEN.

— I/II[I/ITG COBCHIEITBC}I! — THUHXHM, ApOoKallluM TI0JOCOM
CKa3aJjl OH IMPHUCAKHBIM.
— EHIG paHoO, Balic Bean4ecTBo! — BOCKIIMKHY,

BCKOUMB C MecTa, Oenblil kposimk. — Celyac TOJIBKO HAllId BOT
ATy Oymary.

— Y0 3TO0 Takoe? — crpocuia KOpoJena.

— 41 emie He pa3BepThIBaI €€, — OTBETUJI O€JbIil KPOIUK. —
JT0, NO-BUAMMOMY, IIHCbMO, KOTOPO€ Hamucal KOMY-TO
MOJICY IUMBIH.

—  Hasepnoe, komy-TO, — 3aMe€TWJI KOpOJb. — Ecim
OBl OH HaMKCal er0 HUKOMY, 3TO OBLJIO ObI OYEHB CTPAHHO.

— KoMy ke aznpecoBaHo mnMCbMO? — CIPOCWJI OJMH U3
IPUCSKHBIX.

— Oun 0e3 anpeca, — OTBETHJI Oeblid KPOJIUK U, Pa3BEPHYB
Oymary, mnpubaBwi: — Jla 3TO COBceM HE MUCHMO, 3TO
CTUXH.
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— A 1moYepk MNOACYIMMOro? — COpPOCWI  JIpyrou
IIPUCSKHBIMN.

— Her, He ero, — oTBeTU OeNbI KPOJIUK; BCE MPUCSHKHBIC
CMYTHWINCH U C YIUBJICHUEM NEPETIISTHYIIUCH.

— OH, A0MKHO OBITh, MOJApaXKal YbeMy-HHOYAb MOYEPKY,
— CKa3aJ KOpoJb (BCE NPUCSHKHBIE TPOCHSLIIN).

— Sl He mucal 3TUX CTHXOB, BAalllE€ BEJIMYECTBO, — CKa3all
YEepBOHHBIH  BajgeT, — W  HUKTO HEe  OyAeT B
COCTOSIHMM JI0Ka3aTh 3TO. Belb BHU3Yy HE MOJMMCAHO MOETO
MMEHU?

— Tak Kak Bbl HE MOJIUCAIIA €r0, — CKa3aJl KOpOjib, — TO
3TO TOJBKO JOKa3blBaeT Bally BHUHY. Eciu Obl Bbl He
3alyMaJl 4ero-HuOyJb OY€Hb JYpPHOTO, TO, KOHEYHO,
MOJMKCAI Obl CBOE UMSL.

Bce 3axjomanu B yajmommM: cioBa 3TH OBUIM TEPBBIMHU
YMHBIMHU CIIOBAMH, CKa3aHHBIMU KOPOJIEM B 3TOT JICHb.

— Jla, 310, 06€3 COMHEHHs, IOKa3bIBAET €ro BHUHY, —
CKaszaja KOpoJieBa, — a IOTOMY €T0 CJIEIYET Ka3HUTh. ..

— DOTO pelMTebHO HUYEro HE JOKa3bIBAET, — BO3pa3uiia
Amuca.— W paxe HEU3BECTHO, YTO 3TO 3a CTUXH.

— IlIpounraitte nx, — cka3zan KOpoyb. beblil KpoJuk Haaen
OYKHU.

— OTKyna MHe HauaTh, Balle BEIMYECTBO? — CIIPOCUJT OH.
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— HauHure cHauvana, — Ba)XHO ITPOTOBOPUI KOPOJIb, — U
IIPOYUTANTE 1O KOHIIA.

Cpean MepTBOM TUIIMHBI O€Nbld KPOJMK MPOYHUTAI
cieayroniee CTUXOTBOPEHUE:

Crplan s, 4To BUepa 3aX0JuiIH Bbl K Held U

CKa3alii eMy Ipo ceosl.

«He yMeeT oH m1aBaTh, XOTh BCEM ObI XOPOIID,

['oBopuiia OHaA ITPO MEHSI.

OH nocnan uM ckazatb, YTO MEHS HE BUAal, Yto

KajeeT OH OYEHb O TOM...

Ecnu nanpliiie monaeT Tak xe JeJI0 y Hel,

UYro xe ¢ BaMU-TO OyJeT oTOM?

S M oTHan oauH, OHU Jajlu MHE JBa,

[Tomyuunu oHU BCce CBOW,

K HUM BepHyMCh MOTOM Y IOCIEIHUE JBA,

Te, uTo OBLIM CHAYaIa MOH.

Ecnu s e ona nonanemcs reneps, Ecnu B

ATO 3aITyTaroT Hac,

[TocrapaiiTech MOMOYb UM U BBIPYUHUTH UX,

Bcs Hanexxna ee auip Ha Bac.

A Bellb s moyiarai, uto curtana ona — Jlo

TOTO, KaK MPUTIAJ0K C Hell Obu1 — Bac

OMACHBIM Bparom M €ro, i CBOMM
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U ee e1e rueB HE OCTHLL

Ho Toro, 4yTo oHa um xenaet nomoyb, OH

HE JIOJDKEH Y3HaTh HUKOT/A.

DTy TailHy HeJb3sl OTKPbIBaTh HUKOMY, MBI

€€ COXpaHUM HaBCET/a.

— OT0 camoe Ba)XXKHOE JT0Ka3aTeJIbCTBO M3 Bcex! — ckasail,
oTupasi pykKH, KOpOJb, — a IOTOMY IPHUCSIKHBIE MOTYT
TEeIepsb. ..

— Sl roTtoBa naTh 4YeTBEPTAK TOMY U3 HUX, KTO OOBSCHUT, YTO
3HAYUT 3TO CTUXOTBOPEHHE! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA Ajuca, KOTopas
BBIPOCJIa YK€ HACTOJIbKO, YTO HE N000su1ach NepeduTh KOPOJIs.
— B HeM HeT HUKaKoro cMbICIa.

IIpucsxublie ceityac xe 3anucain: «OHa TOBOPUT, YTO B HEM
HET HUKAKOI'0 CMBICIIA».

— Tem Jydmie, — cka3aJl  KOpOJIb, — 3HAYUT HAM HE
HY’)KHO Oyzner JouckuBaThest ero... Ho, mno-moemy, —
IpOAOJDKANl OH, pa3BepHYB Oymary Ha KOJIEHSIX U CMOTpSL Ha
HEe, — B HEM €CThb CMBICIH... «He ymeer oH muaBatsk...» Ymeere
BbI IJIaBATh, IOJCYAUMBIN ?

Baner rpycTHO nokayai rojiopoi.

— Pa3Be Takue, Kak s, INIaBalOT? — cKasan OH. U,
JNEUCTBUTEILHO, OH HE MOT IUIaBaTh, IMOTOMY YTO ObUI BECH
KAPTOHHBIM.

— Bor Buaute, 3Ha4WUT, BEPHO, — IIPOTOBOPUI KOPOJIb,
IIPOCMAaTpPUBasl CTUXOTBOpeHUE. — «Ecnu manblie mouger tak
XK€ JeN0 y HeH...» OTO, HABEPHOE, MPO KOPOJIEBY.
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«Yro xe ¢ Bamu-TO Oyzaet notom?» MHTEpecHo ObI 3HATH UTO. ..
«$l mam M OJIMH, OHHM JAJIM MHE JBa» — 3TO, Pa3yMeEeTCs, OHU
TOBOPSAT MPO MUPOKKHU.

— Ho Benp nanbmie ckazano: «Ilonyuunu oHH Bce CBOM!»
— BO3pasmia Anuca.

— Tak oHO M ecTh! — C TOPKECTBOM CKaszajl KOPOJb,
MOKa3bIBasi Ha MHUPOXKKU.— DTO ACHO, Kak JICHb...
«/lo Toro, Kak mpumnajaok ¢ Heh ObUI...» Benb y Te0s, kaxercs,
He ObUIO MpHUIagKa, MOSI JOpOras? — CIPOCHII OH Y KOPOJIEBHI.

— Hukorma, — THEBHO KpHKHYyJa KOpOJIeBa, OpOCHUB
YEpHWIbHUIIEU B briuis.

bennbiii manmenpknii bWiUb y’kKe TAaBHO MEpecTay MUcaTh Ha
JIOCKE TaJbIleM: OH BHJICJI, YTO HAa HEM HE OCTACTCS HUKAKHUX
CJEIOB; HO TaK KaK y Hero ObUIM YEepHUJIA — OHU TEKIIH Y

HETO C MOPJAOYKH, — OH, Makas B HMX MaJiell, CHOBa Haydal
MHCaTh.
— 3HauuT, CJIOBa ATH HE OTHOCATCA K Tebe, — cKazain

KOpOJIb U MPUOABUI UyTh HE B JBEHAIATHIA pa3 B ATOT JICHb:
— A Temnepb MyCTh NPUCSHKHBIE UAYT COBEIIATHCS.

— Her! Her! — xpuknyna koponeBa. — CHauana IMycTb
00BABAT NPUTOBOP, @ TOTOM COBEIIAOTCS.

— Pa3Be MOXHO cHavana OOBSBISTH MPUTOBOP, a TOTOM
COBENIaThCsI? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA Anuca.

— Mougats! — npou3sHecia KopoJieBa, modarpoBeB.
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— O! 4 He 60or0Ch, — BO3pazmia Anrca, — U MOJYaTh HE
oynmy!

— Kaszuuts ee! — BO Bce Tropiio 3aKpuyajia KOpoJieBa.

Huxro HE TpoHyCS ¢ MecTa.

— Heyxenu BBl JymMaeTe UCIyrath MEHs? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA
Anuca, KoTopas B 3TO BpeMsl CTaja TaKoro pocra, Kak Oblia
noma. — Benb Bbl mpocto konoja kapt! M Gosbiiie HU4ero!

Bapyr Bce kapThl MOAHSUIMCh Ha BO3AyX M CTaIM NajaTh
Ammnce Ha guno. OHa BCKPUKHYJIA, HE TO OT THEBA, HE TO OT
yXkaca, H... npocHynack! ['onoBa ee nexama Ha KOJEHSX
CECTPbI, KOTOpasi OCTOPOKHO CMaxHBaja yHaBIIME C JepeBa e
Ha JIMIIO CYXUE JIMCTOUKH.

— IIpocHuce, Mo mMmiouka! — ckaszana cectpa. — Kak
ThI JIOJITO CIaja.

— AX, KakoW yIOUMBUTEIBbHBIN COH s Buaenal —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa AJlMca M pacckazajia cecTpe IMpo Bce uyjeca,
KaKue IIPUBUIEIUCH €1 BO CHE.

Korna ona 3akoHunIIa, cectpa rnouesioBajia €€ 1 ckazala:

— OJ10, B camoMm jnene, yauBuTenbHbId CcoH!... Hy, a
Terepb 0Ty CKopee MUTh Yaid; y)Ke MO3/IHO.

Amuca nmobOexana oMol W Ha Oery AyMmajia O TOM, Kakou

CTpaHHBIM COH eu mnpucHuicsa. Ho cectpa ee mnponpoikana
CUJIETh, OIYCTUB T'OJIOBY Ha PYKY M, IVISAA HA 3aXOJsllee
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COJIHIIE, AyMaJla O HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIX MPUKIIOUEHUSIX, KOTOPhIC
IIPUBHUIEIIACH AJHCE BO CHE.

[ToTom oHa 3akpbLia IJia3a U Tak MIyOOKO 3aayMainach, YTO
€il MoKa3anoch, Kak OyJITO U OHA caMa TOKE BUJIUT COH.

CHayana ona aymama o0 Aunmce. OHa dYyBCTBOBaja €€
MaJIeHbKHE PYYKH y ce0si Ha KOJIEHSX, CIIbIIIaja €€ ToJioc,
CMOTpeNia B €€ sCHbIe TIJIa3KH, BHJIeNIa, KaK OHa IO CBOEH
MPUBBIUKE BCTPAXUBAET TOJOBOM, YTOOBI OTKMHYTH BOJIOCHI CO
16a. U B TO ke BpeMsl el Ka3aioch, 4YTO BCE KPYroM HEE BIIPYT
oxuio. Bee, koro Buznena Anuca Bo CHe, ObUIN TENEPh 31€Ch.

Bricokass TpaBa mienectena MOJA JalKaMmH, CIEIIMBIIETO
KyJa-To, OEJIOro KpOJMKA; CIBIIMIAJNCS JETKUH TUIECK BOJbI —
5TO MBbIlIKA, TONaB B MpPYyA, IUIbUIa K Oepery; 4aiiku
MapTOBCKOTO  3aillla HW €ro NpusiTeNd, HUKOrAa He
KOHYaBIIMX MHTh Yaid, TPOMKO 3BEHENHW; pa3faBajcs
MPOH3UTENBHBIN TOJOC KOPOJIEBBI, KpUYABIIEH, YTOOBI KOMY-TO
OTpYOUJIU TOJIOBY; peOEHOK-TIOPOCEHOK YUXal, CUJII Ha PyKax
y TEpLOrMHU; Tapelku U OJroAa JieTaid U pa3OuBaIUCh
BIpeOe3ru, a N3Jaiu JOHOCWINCh KpUK rpuda, CKpul rpudens
MaJICHbKOro bwujiis, coaBJICHHBIM BOIUIb I'BUHEHMCKON CBHHKH,
KOTOPYIO 3aCOBBIBAJIM B MEIIOK, W OTYAsHHBIE PbIIAHUS
HECYACTHOM Yepernaxu.

Cectpa Anuckl poaokaia CUJIETh C 3aKPBITBIMHU TJ1a3aMH,
HAIlOJIOBUHY BeEpsl, 4YTO M camMa OYYTWUJIACh B BOJIICOHOU
CTpaHe, XOTA 3Haja, YTO CTOUT €l OTKPBITh IJia3a U BCE TOTYAC
K€ MCUE3HET: TpaBa Oy/eT IIeNIeCTETh TOJbKO OT BETpa; IJIECK
BOJIbI MOCHIBIIIUTCS, KOT/Ia BETKU
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KyCTOB, POCIIUX BHH3Y, OKOJIO CAMOTO Tpyna, 3aKa4aloTcs U
KOCHYTCSI €€; 3BOH YaIlleK TPEBPATUTCS B 3BOH KOJOKOJIHUHUKOB
Nacylmierocss CTajga, KPUK KOPOJIEBHI — B TOKPUKHBAHUS
MaJlbYMKa TacTyXa, YWXaHbe peOCHKa, CKpuIl rpudens
MaJIeHbKOTO BWiuts u Bce Ipyrue 3ByKM — B CMEIIAHHBIN TYII,
JOHOCSIIMICS ¢ (epMBbl, a PBIAAHUS Yepernaxu — B JAJICKOe
MBIYaHUE KOPOB.

[TotroM oHa crasa aymMaTh O TOM, Kak €€ MaJIeHbKas
CeCTpEHKa BBIPACTET M CTAHET B3POCJIOH; KaK y HEe OCTaHETCS
Takoe ke Jo0poe u Jrodsiiee cepAle, Kak Ternepb; Kak
OHa OyJeT coOupaTh OKOJIO ceOs 1eTeil 1, YTOOBI TOCTABUTh UM
yIIOBOJILCTBHE M 3aCTaBUTh 3a0JecTeTh MX TJIa3KH, CTaHET
paccka3bpiBaTh UM pa3HbIC YyHBIC UCTOPHU, @ MOXKET OBITh, U
CBOM TPUKIIOYCHUS B BOJIICOHON CTpaHE, KOTOPHIC BHUIIENA BO
CHe, Korja cama Obuila peOEHKOM M Kak oOHa Oyaer
COYYBCTBOBaTh HMX MAJICHBKUM TOPECTSIM U PajoBaThCs
HEBUHHBIM MX PAJOCTSIM, BCIIOMHHAsT CBOE€ COOCTBEHHOE
JIETCTBO u CYACTJIUBBIC JICTHUE TTHH.
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